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SOME NESTING BIRDS OF ROOSEVELT COUNTY
By Eugene Moore

The following 31 species of birds have nested on my ranch, which is located in prairleland
southwest of Portales.

Swainson Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
American Kestrel
Scaled Quail
Bobwhite
Lesser Prairie Chicken
Killdeer
Roadrunner
Mourning Dove
Rock Dove

Great Horned Owl
Burrowing Owl
Common Nighthawk
Red-headed Woodpecker
Eastern Kingbird
Western Kingbird
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
Horned Lark
White-necked Raven
Mockingbird

Curve-billed Thrasher
Common Starling
Loggerhead Shrike
House Sparrow
Western Meadowlark
Eastern Meadowlark
Red-winged Blackbird
Bullock Oriole
Blue Grosbeak
Lark Sparrow
Cassin Sparrow

Note: Mr. Moore is a longtime resident of Roosevelt County, and his property includes part of
Boone’s Draw -- Editor



1978 SOUTHWEST RAPTOR COUNT

This annual event will be held on 2 December in the southwestern counties: contact Ralph
Fisher (537-2148) in Bayard N M

NEW MEXICO BREEDING SPECIES AND NUMBERS BY COUNTY FOR 1976
By James R. Travis

The following 93 species and 427 records are contained in the NMOS Breeding Record Program
for 1976. If you have data that are not included, please send it to the Editor.

Eared Grebe (Rio Arriba-l); Pied-billed Grebe (San Juan-2).

Great Blue Heron (Catron-l,, Grant-1).

Canada Goose (San Juan-3); Mallard (Grant-2, San Juan-12); Pintail (San Juan-1).

Cooper Hawk (Grant-l); Red-tailed Hawk (Grant-5, Hidalgo-2, San Juan-2); Swainson Hawk
(DeBaca-2, Grant-1, Guadalupe-l, Hidalgo-2, Luna-2, Roosevelt-1); Black Hawk (Grant-4);
Golden Eagle (Luna-2).

Prairie Falcon (Grant-l); American Kestrel (Bernalillo-l, Grant-I, Rio Arriba-l, San Juan-I).

Scaled Quail (Hidalgo-l); Gambel Quail (Bernalillo-3, Grant-4); Ring-necked Pheasant
(Bernalillo-4).

Turkey (Catron-l, Grant-l).

American Coot (Catron-l, Rio Arriba-l, San Juan-1).

Killdeer (Bernalillo-l, Grant-1, San Juan-1).

Long-billed Curlew (Colfax-l); Spotted Sandpiper (Bernalillo-l).

Mourning Dove (Bernalillo-77, Catron-2, Grant-2, San Juan-3, Union-2).

Roadrunner (Sandoval-l).

Barn Owl (Grant-2).

Screech Owl (Bernalillo-l); Great Horned Owl (Bernalillo-l, Grant-8, Hidalgo-l, San Juan-2);
Long-eared Owl (Bernalillo-l, Grant-1).

Black-chinned Hummingbird (Bernalillo-3, Grant-2, Hidalgo-1).



Common Flicker (Bernalillo-2, Grant-1, Union-2); Acorn Woodpecker (Grant-1); Lewis
Woodpecker (Catron-l, Union-1); Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sandoval-l); Williamson Sapsucker
(San Juan-1); Hairy Woodpecker (Sandoval-l) ; Downy Woodpecker (Bernalillo-1); Ladder-
backed Woodpecker (Eddy-1).

Western Kingbird (Bernalillo-l, Grant-1); Cassin Kingbird (Hidalgo-1); Wied Flycatcher
(Catron-l); Ash-throated Flycatcher (Bernalillo-2, Catron-l); Black Phoebe (Bernalillo-2); Say
Phoebe (Catron-l, Grant-1, Los Alamos-l, Santa Fe-2); Willow Flycatcher (Catron-1); Western
Flycatcher (Sandoval-2); Coues Flycatcher (Hidalgo-1); Western Wood Pewee (Bernalillo-7,
Grant-2, Sandoval-3); Vermilion Flycatcher (Eddy-1).

Barn Swallow (Colfax-l, Grant-1, Hidalgo-l, Mora-l); Cliff Swallow (Bernalillo-l, Eddy-1,
Grant-3, Rio Arriba-1).

Steller Jay (Sandoval-i); Scrub Jay (Grant-2, Rio Arriba-l); Common Raven (Grant-5, Los
Alamos-l, Rio Arriba-l); White-necked Raven (Luna-4, Socorro-l); Clark Nutcracker (Sandoval-
l).

Black-capped Chickadee (Bernalillo-1); Mountain Chickadee (Bernalillo-1).

White-breasted Nuthatch (Bernalillo-2, Grant-1); Pygmy Nuthatch (Catron-l, Grant-1, Sandoval-
4).

House Wren (Catron-l, Grant-2); Bewick Wren (Grant-3); Cactus Wren (Grant-1); Long-billed
Marsh Wren (San Juan-1); Canon Wren (Catron-1); Rock Wren (Eddy-1, Rio Arriba-1).

Gray Catbird (Bernalillo-5); Curve-billed Thrasher (Catron-3, Grant-7).

American Robin (Bernalillo-12, Catron-l, Rio Arriba-2, Sandoval-9); Western Bluebird (Grant-I,
Hidalgo-l, Sandoval-4, San Juan-I).

Phainopepla (Grant-1).

Starling (Bernalillo-1l, Rio Arriba-l, Sandoval-3).

Yellow Warbler (Bernalillo-l, Rio Arriba-1); Common Yellowthroat (Bernalillo-1); Yellow-
breasted Chat (Bernalillo-5); Red-faced Warbler (Catron-l, Grant-1).

House Sparrow (Sandoval-l).

Western Meadowlark (San Juan-1); Yellow-headed Blackbird (Rio Arriba); Red-winged
Blackbird (Bernalillo-1); Scott Oriole
(Grant-2); Northern Oriole (Bernalillo-9, Grant-1, San Juan-2); Brewer Blackbird (Coifax-1);
Brown-headed Cowbird (Bernalillo-9).

Black-headed Grosbeak (Bernalillo-26, Grant-1, Sandoval-2); Blue Grosbeak (Bernaliilo-2);



House Finch (Bernalillo-l, Grant-3); Lesser Goldfinch (Bernalillo-3, San Juan-1); Rufous-sided
Towhee (Bernalillo-1); Brown Towhee (Grant-1); Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Hidalgo-1); Gray-
headed Junco (Sandoval-l); Yellow-eyed Junco (Hidalgo-l); Chipping Sparrow (Union-1);
Lincoln Sparrow (Taos-1).

SPRING ARRIVAL DATES FOR BIRDS IN EASTERN NEW MEXICO 1965—1977
By James R. Travis

Sufficient data have accumulated for the following 28 species to present a summary of spring
arrivals in three areas of eastern New Mexico. The most meaningful date is probably the median
(H), which is simply the middle value in a series of annual arrivals. Next most important is the
75% range (R), which is the series of dates that encompasses three-fourths of the values.



                                                                 ROSWELL     LAS VEGAS       CLAYTON

Turkey Vulture
Long-billed Curlew
Common Nighthawk
White-throated Swift
Black-chinned Hummingbird
Broad-tailed Hummingbird
Western Kingbird
Cassin Kingbird
Say Phoebe
Western Wood Pewee
Violet-green Swallow
Barn Swallow
Cliff Swallow
House Wren
Mock i ngb i rd
Hermit Thrush
Solitary Vireo
Virginia Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-rumped Warbler
Wilson Warbler
Northern Oriole
Western Tanager
Black-headed Grosbeak
Lazuli Bunting
Green-tailed Towhee
Lark Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow

N    M
10 3/16
7 4/3
9 5/3

10 4/9
5 4/22
10 4/16

9 5/5

10 3/17
8 3/21
8 4/20

8 4/14
5 4/30
4 4/21
6 5/8
6 4/1
11 4/17
10 4/25
7 5/6
10 5/10

7 4/27
8 4/29
9 4/10

R
3/7-21

 3/28-4/17
 4/18-5/10

4/3-20
  4/16-5/7

4/12-20

 4/24-5/10

  3/9-22
 3/16-4/28
  4/5-26

 4/6-30
 4/10-5/3
 4/20-5/3
 4/25-5/15
 3/25-4/9
 4/7-23
 4/20-5/3
 5/28-5/11

5/1-14

 4/4-5/5
 4/14-5/11
 4/3-24

N  M
11 4/2
7 4/20
10 5/29
6 3/28
4 5/11
11 4/28
11 5/1

11 3/14
7 5/16
8 4/28
11 4/18
8 4/28
11 5/3
10 5/2
4 4/27
6 5/2
6 5/5
9 5/12
10 4/26
10 5/8
11 5/7
9 5/8
10 5/3
9 5/5
8 4/9
9 5/7
12 4/27

R
3/25-4/8
4/20-5/3
5/27-6/5

  3/2 5-4/22
5/2-24

  4/19-5/5
4/19-5/4

  3/10-4/6
5/14-19
4/5-5/12
4/13-23

 4/19-5/9
4/25-5/7

 4/20-5/12
  4/16-28

5/1-9
5/1-9
5/4-15
4/13-28

  4/24-5/21
  4/2 9-5/10
 5/4-11

  4/30-5/7
  4/25-5/15
  4/28-5/5
  4/28-5/14
4/11-5/1

N    M       R
5   4/15   4/12-25
5   4/4    4/2-7
8   5/16   5/10-29

3 5/4 4/29-5/24

4 4/30 4/29-5/10
6 4/30 4/26-5/10
5 3/18 3/13-24
3 5/16 5/11-19

5 4/22 4/16-28

6 5/1 4/22-5/11
5 4/22 4/17-30
4 4/20 4/11-29

6 5/9   4/2 5-5/10
5 4/18    4/14-30

5 5/7     5/5-12
3 5/14   5/11-19

6 5/13   5/11-15

5 4/29   4/24-5/2
7 4/25   4/12-29

NOTE: Dates are recorded as month/day, i.e., 3/16 is March 16; N stands for sample size


