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ABSTRACT: During the period November 2010 through December 2022, the 
New Mexico Bird Records Committee reached final decisions on 1188 records 
involving 154 species plus three species groups, accepting 1051 records. Twenty spe-
cies were added to the New Mexico state list, including one new to North America 
north of Mexico, the Rufous-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides axillaris), bringing the 
state list of species confirmed by specimen, photograph, or audio recording to 552 
through 31 December 2022.

This seventh report of the New Mexico Bird Records Committee 
(NMBRC) summarizes decisions reached from 23 November 2010 through 
31 December 2022, a period of about 12 years. During that time, 1322 records 
of 156 species plus three species groups were reviewed, with 1051 accepted 
and 137 not accepted. An additional 134 records were reviewed but were 
neither accepted nor not accepted; instead, they are to be recirculated at a 
later date. If not accepted on its fourth circulation, a record is considered not 
accepted. Hence final decisions were reached on 1188 records, with 88.5% 
accepted and 11.5% not accepted. Most records were from the year 2000 
onward, but several were from earlier decades and included recirculations 
from recent and earlier years. 

During the period under review, the committee added 20 species to the 
New Mexico list. In addition, the Mexican Duck (Anas diazi), a resident spe-
cies, was restored to the list by a taxonomic split. The 20 added species are the 
Eastern Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus vociferus), Rufous-necked Wood-Rail 
(Aramides axillaris), Common Crane (Grus grus), European Golden-Plover 
(Pluvialis apricaria), Black Turnstone (Arenaria melanocephala), Yellow-foot-
ed Gull (Larus livens), Sooty Tern (Onychoprion fuscatus), Brown Booby (Sula 
leucogaster), White-tailed Hawk (Geranoaetus albicaudatus), Eared Quetzal 
(Euptilotis neoxenus), Golden-fronted Woodpecker (Melanerpes aurifrons), 
Red-breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus ruber), Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus 
melancholicus), Black-crested Titmouse (Baeolophus atricristatus), Blue 
Mockingbird (Melanotis caerulescens), Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush 
(Catharus aurantiirostris), Northern Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe), Smith’s 
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Longspur (Calcarius pictus), Rufous-winged Sparrow (Peucaea carpalis), 
and Tropical Parula (Setophaga pitiayumi). These bring the New Mexico list 
of species confirmed by specimen, photograph, or audio recording to 552 
species through 31 December 2022. An updated state list is available at the 
New Mexico Ornithological Society (NMOS) website, www.nmbirds.org. In 
addition, an annotated checklist of New Mexico birds that provides an over-
view of their distribution and status was recently published (Williams 2022).

History
The NMBRC was organized during 1992 and 1993 and began reviewing 

records in 1994. Six earlier committee reports have been published (Williams 
1995, 1996, 1997, 1999, 2007, and 2010); all are available at www.nmbirds.
org. During the period covered by those first six reports, 840 records were 
evaluated and 51 species were accepted as new to the New Mexico list. Dur-
ing the period of the present report, the committee’s productivity was greatly 
enhanced by initiating “circulation” of records via online file sharing. 

Committee Members
The NMBRC began with six members (including a secretary) in 1994 and 

was expanded to seven members (including the secretary) in 1996. Six-year 
term limits were instituted 1 January 2012, requiring members (but not the 
secretary) to step down for at least one year at the end of a term. Members 
who voted on records included in this seventh report were Michael J. An-
dersen, Matthew J. Baumann, Robert H. Doster, William H. Howe, David J. 
Krueper, William E. Maley, Jerry R. Oldenettel, John E. Parmeter, Nicholas 
D. Pederson, Christopher M. Rustay, Sartor O. Williams III, Cole J. Wolf, and 
Barry R. Zimmer. Earlier members who retired prior to this report period 
were Alan M. Craig (1994–2008), Scott H. Stoleson (2000–2001), and Dale 
A. Zimmerman (1994–2008). A list of the current seven members is available 
at www.nmbirds.org.  

Review List
The committee maintains a review list of bird species for which it requests 

documentation of all New Mexico records. In addition, it requests documen-
tation of all New Mexico records of species not currently on the state list and, 
hence, potentially new to the state. Review-list species are those that are on the 
state list but, in general, have been recorded on average four or fewer times 
per year over the previous ten-year period. Also included are certain species 
that pose significant identification problems or are very locally distributed in 
New Mexico. The review list is intended to be dynamic, with species added 
or removed as knowledge of their status warrants. The current review list is 
available at www.nmbirds.org, where information on reporting birds and a 
report form can also be found. 

Report Format
All records treated in this report are included in a single, taxonomically 

arranged list of species; accepted records are given first, followed by records 
not accepted. Accounts are organized with English and scientific names first, 
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followed in parentheses by the number of New Mexico records currently 
accepted (this report included), followed by the number of new records ac-
cepted in this report. If the total number has an asterisk (*), that indicates 
only a specific period is covered or that the number itself is under review. 
Owing to the relatively large number of records, most accounts are arranged 
geographically by broad regions, and localities are generally listed from north 
to south, with records from the same locality listed chronologically. For spe-
cies with fewer entries, records are listed in what we believe is the most useful 
sequence. Placing the name of a species within brackets indicates that species 
is not on the state list.

This report distinguishes among status, abundance, and frequency when 
describing a species’ presence in New Mexico. Categories of status (resi-
dency): permanent resident, summer resident, winter resident, transient, and 
vagrant. Categories of abundance (relative numbers): abundant, common, 
fairly common, uncommon, scarce, and rare. Categories of frequency (oc-
currence): regular (annual), irregular (about every other year), occasional 
(less than every other year but at least six or more occurrences), casual (two 
to five occurrences, expected to recur), and accidental (one record only, not 
expected to recur). Most review-list species are rare (records are of single 
birds) but they may occur annually (see Williams 2022).  

County names are given in italics and in lists of records are abbreviated 
by standardized two-letter codes. There are 33 counties in New Mexico: 
Bernalillo (BE), Catron (CA), Chaves (CH), Cibola (CI), Colfax (CO), Curry 
(CU), De Baca (DB), Doña Ana (DA), Eddy (ED), Grant (GR), Guadalupe 
(GU), Harding (HA), Hidalgo (HI), Lea (LE), Lincoln (LI), Los Alamos (LA), 
Luna (LU), McKinley (MC), Mora (MO), Otero (OT), Quay (QU), Rio Arriba 
(RA), Roosevelt (RO), San Juan (SJ), San Miguel (SM), Sandoval (SA), Santa 
Fe (SF), Sierra (SI), Socorro (SO), Taos (TA), Torrance (TO), Union (UN), 
Valencia (VA).

All contributors are identified by three initials. Initials of the observer(s) 
responsible for finding and/or identifying the bird are given first, followed in 
some cases by observers who contributed substantially to the record’s docu-
mentation. Space limitations do not allow for the listing of all observers for 
each record; we have avoided using “m.ob.” (to indicate the often numerous 
observers involved in documenting many records). Names are not given for 
non-accepted reports. Names of all contributors are provided at the end of 
the species list. 

Standard abbreviations used are BDA (Bosque del Apache NWR), MMT 
(Melrose migrant trap in Roosevelt Co. 16 km west of Melrose; see Parmeter 
2007), MSB (Museum of Southwestern Biology), NM (national monument), 
NWR (national wildlife refuge), RGV (Rio Grande Valley), SP (state park), 
WTP (water-treatment plant), and WMA (wildlife management area). Oth-
ers, including symbols, are † for written details, ph. for all photographic 
materials, ♪ for all audio materials, # for a specimen, and Mts. for mountains. 
Finally, readers should be aware that not all reports of review-list species 
received since November 2010 have yet been reviewed.
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ACCEPTED AND NOT ACCEPTED RECORDS
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK Dendrocygna autumnalis (32, 6). One 

was at the Clovis WTP, CU, 8–15 May 2020 († JEP; ph. NDP; †, ph. WTE), and four 
were there 18 May 2021 (ph. RGu; † WFW). One was at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 
20–25 Sep 2001 (†, ph. GLW). One was at Roswell, CH, 27 May 2020 (ph. GAn), 
and two were there 27 May 2022 (†, ph. TJA; † PDC). Two were at Lake Avalon, 
ED, 1–12 Sep 2012 (†, ph. RSN; † PSW). These recent records, all from eastern New 
Mexico, likely reflect the species’ reported increases in the Great Plains in recent 
years (Dunn and Alderfer 2017).

FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK Dendrocygna bicolor (13, 2). Two adults were 
at BDA, SO, 9 Jul 2006 († JEP; †, ph. MJB; † CMR; † NDP, † BDN). One was at the 
Lordsburg WTP, HI, 29 Jul 2007 (†, ph. CGL; ph. CRB). 

BRANT Branta bernicla (27, 19). The 19 accepted records involve 23 individu-
als. All were identified as Black Brant (B. b. nigricans), except for one “Gray-bellied” 
Brant (intermediate between subspecies nigricans and hrota) that split its time be-
tween the Rio Grande Nature Center and the Ladera golf course, BE, 15 Dec 2013–5 
Jan 2014 (SWi; † JEP; ph. WHH). Other records for the Albuquerque area were of 
one at the Rio Grande Nature Center 15 Nov 2014 († RWe; ph. MiW), one that split 
its time between the same two locations as the gray-bellied Brant 1–29 Nov 2020 
(KAH; †, ph. JFi; † JEP), three that split time between the nature center and the 
Balloon Fiesta Park 4 Nov 2021–2 Mar 2022 (†, ph. MRu; †, ph. CMR; ph. HTe; ph. 
RGu), one in the Tingley Beach area 24–31 Jan 2021 (†, ph. JPJ), single individuals 
in the Valle de Oro NWR area 11–16 Feb 2015 († DLH; ph. WEM; ph. NEH) and 18 
Dec 2018–22 Jan 2019 (ph. DVi; † DGB), and one at the Isleta lakes 5–10 Jan 2022 († 
JKi; ph. MOH). One was at BDA, SO, 25 Jan–13 Feb 2019 (ph. CSp). In eastern New 
Mexico, single Brant were at Cherry Valley Lake, MO, 4–5 Dec 2004 († JEP; † MJB; 
†NDP, †CMB), Las Vegas NWR, SM, 7–29 Jan 2011 († RCl; ph. JPB; ph. NEH; ph. 
CJW), Ute Lake, QU, 24 Jan–14 Feb 2004 (†, ph. DJC), and near Texico, CU, 25 Dec 
2016 († GMB; †, ph. JLe). The vicinity of Clovis, CU, accounted for four records: 
one at Dennis Chavez Park 9–30 Dec 2011 (ph. DGW; † JEP), one at Hillcrest Park 
1 Feb 2022 (ph. NEH), one at the Llano Playa 4 Jan 2020 (†, ph. GMB), and two at 
the Clovis WTP 22 Nov 2021 (†, ph. GMB). One was at Fort Sumner, DB, 3 Dec 
2021–9 Jan 2022 (ph. MJB). Two were at Brantley Lake, ED, 18 Dec 2000 († PSW). 

TRUMPETER SWAN Cygnus buccinator (22, 4). Five juveniles were at Bitter 
Lake NWR, CH, 20–21 Nov 2011 (ph. JIS). An adult was at Brantley Lake, ED, 10 
Feb 2011 (ph. WWi). A juvenile was at BDA, SO, 4–10 Jan 2015 (†, ph. JHo; † CIS). 
Two adults were at Maxwell NWR, CO, 6 Jan–17 Mar 2018 (†, ph. WTE). 

EURASIAN WIGEON Mareca penelope (62, 16). In eastern New Mexico, up to 
two were at the Clovis WTP, CU, 27 Dec 2012–19 Feb 1013 (†, ph. CLA; †GMB; 
† JEP; † SDC; †, ph. MDu; †, ph. JRt) and single birds were there 26 Dec 2013–20 
Jan 2014 († GMB), 26 Dec 2014 († CMR), 8 Jan–5 Feb 2016 († GMB; † JEP), and 4 
May 2021 († NPi; †, ph. LWa; †, ph. DTi). One each was at Stubblefield Lake, CO, 
27 Oct–10 Nov 2016 († MOH; †, ph. RCl), Ute Lake, QU, 14 May 2012 (ph. WWi), 
and Singer Lake, CH, 23 Nov 2021 (ph. NVi). In the north, one was at Hayden Lake, 
RA, 10 May 2008 (ph. DWS). In the RGV, one each was at Santa Fe, SF, 10 Jan–18 
Mar 2014 (ph. CSl; †, ph. JPB; †, ph. WTE; †, ph. BRF), BDA, SO, 21 Nov 2013 († 
CaC) and 1–13 May 2016 († MJB; † CMR; †, ph. NEH; ph. GKF), Williamsburg, 
SI, 24 Mar 2012 (ph. DJC), and on the Texas line at the American Dam, DA, 13–17 
Apr 2022 (†, ph. OJo; ph. JAG; †, ph. DMO); a late one was in the Tularosa Basin 
at Holloman Lake, OT, 26 May 2009 (ph. BRZ). In the west, one was at Silver City, 
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GR, 1 Jan–11 Mar 2020 (†, ph. BRD). In New Mexico, the Eurasian Wigeon is nearly 
annual in occurrence as a transient and winter resident, averaging about two records 
per year since 1990.

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER Melanitta deglandi (76, 15). In western New 
Mexico, one was below Navajo Dam, SJ, 19 Feb 2016 (ph. BRy). At Bluewater Lake, 
CI, there was one 31 Oct–1 Nov 2015 (†, ph. MJB; †, ph. NDP), one 11–15 Nov 2020 
(†, ph. PEC), and two 19 Nov–9 Dec 2017 (†, ph. CMR). One was at Quemado Lake, 
CA, 22 Nov–7 Dec 2014 (ph. NDP; ph. JRO; † JEP), and one was at Lake Roberts, GR, 
7–13 Nov 2021 (†, ph. KDa). In the RGV, one found debilitated at Santa Fe, SF, 29 
Oct 2020 (ph. New Mexico Wildlife Center) soon died (# MSB:Bird:49894; † ABJ), 
two were at BDA, SO, 27 Dec 2017 (ph. CMB), and one was at Caballo Lake, SI, 7 
Dec 2011 (†, ph. DJC). In the north, one was Sugarite SP, CO, 28–29 Nov 2011 (†, 
ph. TBG). In the east, single individuals were at Laguna Madre, CO, 26 Nov–7 Dec 
2022 († BKP; †, ph. KCa), Springer Lake, CO, 24 Nov 2021 (†, ph. CLW), Clayton 
WTP, UN, 28–29 Nov 2011 (ph. WWi), Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 11–13 Nov 2017 (ph. 
PDC; †, ph. RSN; † DKe), and Brantley Lake, ED, 25 Jan 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO). NOT 
ACCEPTED: One was reported in a conveyance canal near Fort Craig, SO, 21 Dec 
2009, but the incomplete description was not sufficient for this species. One was 
reported but not described at Bluewater Lake, CI, 17 Dec 2021.

BLACK SCOTER Melanitta americana (19, 14). In western New Mexico, one was 
Bluewater Lake, CI, 1 Nov 2008 († CMR; ph. JRO; † MOH; † JEP; †, ph. MJB), up 
to two were there 19 Nov–13 Dec 2017 (†, ph. NEH; †, ph. WTE; † DLH), and one 
was there 11 Nov 2020 (†, ph. NDP; †, ph. PEC). In the RGV, single Black Scoters 
were at Cochiti Lake, SA, 3 Nov 2006 (†, ph. MJB; † NDP), BDA, SO, 14 Apr 2019 
(†, ph. AlW; †, ph. WWa; † CIS), 28 Oct 2019 (†, ph. ReL), and 31 Oct 2020 († JEP), 
and at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 27 Oct 2012 (ph. DJC). In the Tularosa Basin, one 
was at Holloman Lake, OT, 31 Oct–1 Nov 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO). In the north, one 
was at Eagle Nest Lake, CO, 28 Oct 2007 (†, ph. CJW). In the east, single birds were 
at Storrie Lake, SM, 18–19 Nov 2016 (†, ph. WJ-W; † JSz), Sumner Lake, DB, 20–28 
Nov 1993 († JEP; † CLB; †, ph. LPG), and Brantley Lake, ED, 20 Dec 2010 († PSW) 
and 24–26 Nov 2011 (†, ph. JRO).

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis (98, 22). In western New Mexico, 
one was at Bluewater Lake, CI, 10–17 Dec 2021 († JAT; †, ph. ChC). In the RGV, 
one was on the Rio Grande in the Pilar/Rinconada area, TA/RA, 20–24 Jan 2022 
(ph. CJW; † CDC), one was on the Rio Grande at Buckman, SF, 17–22 Dec 2017 (†, 
ph. LHo; †, ph. GSz), another was on the Rio Grande at Bernalillo, SA, 21–26 Apr 
2019 (ph. JPa; †, ph. VDa; † CLH; †, ph. BLM), two were at Turtle Bay in Socorro, 
SO, 2 Nov 2020 (ph. P&PH), single birds were at BDA, SO, 9 Dec 2016–24 Feb 2017 
(ph. NSt) and 17 Mar–20 Apr 2019 (†, ph. KCo; † JEP), one was on Mims Lake at 
Truth or Consequences, SI, 21–26 May 2020 (†, ph. DJC; ph. JAG), and one was at 
the Las Cruces West Mesa WTP, DA, 12 Dec 2020–11 Apr 2021 (†, ph. JAG). In the 
east, single birds were at Stubblefield Lake, CO, 19–20 Dec 2015 († JEP; †, ph. RCl), 
27 Nov–11 Dec 2016 († SBr; †, ph. NEH; †, ph. WTE), and 16 Mar 2019 († CBC). 
One was at Maxwell NWR, CO, 24 Nov 2017 (24 Nov 2017 († JEP), and two were at 
Ruby Ranch, SM, 19 Mar 2021 († WFW). Single adult males were at Conchas Lake, 
SM, 7–21 Feb 2016 († CMR; ph. NEH; ph. RBW), 19 Jan 2018 († JEP), 17 Feb–4 
Mar 2019 (†, ph. CMR, †, ph. NEH; †, ph. JFi; †, ph. JWe), and 10–16 Feb 2020 (†, 
ph. KOn). Three were at the Clovis WTP, CU, 6–7 Nov 2014 (†, ph. JRO). Single 
individuals were at Lake Carlsbad, ED, 19–21 Feb 2021 (†, ph. RSN; † JEP; †, ph. 
DKe), near Loving, ED, 18 Dec 2011 (†, ph. RSN; † PSW), and three were around 
Laguna Grande, ED, 23 Dec 2013 († ARB; ph. RSN; † GMB). Recently becoming 
annual in occurrence in New Mexico, the Long-tailed Duck averaged 2.5 records 
per year over the past decade. 

SEVENTH REPORT OF THE NEW MEXICO BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE



259

RED-NECKED GREBE Podiceps grisegena (39, 14). In northern New Mexico, 
single individuals were at Heron Lake, RA, 11 May 2013 (†, ph. WHH) and 25 
Nov 2016 († WTE). In the RGV, single birds were at the Ohkay Owingeh lakes, 
RA, 21 Oct–10 Nov 2012 (ph. BRF; †, ph. CLA), at BDA, SO, 23 Nov 2010 († JEP; 
ph. CLM), Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 7 Jan–1 Apr 2017 (ph. NDP; † MJB; ph. JRO; 
† JEP; ph. DJC), and Caballo Lake, SI, 19–28 Feb 2018 (ph. NDP; † JEP; ph. DJC). 
In the east, single Red-necked Grebes were at Springer Lake, CO, 15 Nov 2020 (†, 
ph. MSu), Storrie Lake, SM, 26 Nov 2010 (†, ph. NEH), Conchas Lake, SM, 29 Jan 
2017 († MJB; † NDP) and 22 Feb–5 Mar 2019 (†, ph. MSh; † JEP), at Ute Lake, QU, 
30 Nov 2016–1 Jan 2017 (†, ph. DEW; † MWe) and 30 Dec 2019 († MJB; † CJW), 
Sumner Lake, DB, 16 Apr 2014 († JCM), and at lakes Carlsbad and Avalon, ED, 31 
Dec 2012–25 Feb 2013 (†, ph. RSN; ph. TJH). NOT ACCEPTED: One was reported 
at Cochiti Lake, SA, 6 Jan 2011, but the brief details failed to establish its identity. 
The species is a rare transient and winter resident in New Mexico, with some 39 
records since the first in 1944. 

RUDDY GROUND DOVE Columbina talpacoti (58, 8). In western New Mexico, 
up to five birds were at Iron Bridge 1.3 km northwest of Riverside, GR, 7 Dec 2020–2 
Jan 2021 (†, ph. JPG; † KDa), and two were near San Simon Cienega, HI, 24–29 
Apr 2021 (ph. ETh; ph. DSu). The RGV accounted for five records: of two birds at 
Luis Lopez, SO, 26 Oct 2020 (†, ph. SFu; †, ph. LWa) and of one each 5 km south of 
Radium Springs, DA, 15 Nov 2020 († MTS; ph. JEZ), at two locales in Las Cruces, 
DA, 27 Oct 2019 (ph. RTa) and 12 Nov 2020 (ph. MiP), and at Santa Teresa, DA, 
28–29 Apr 2021 (†, ph. PRu). In the east, one was in Carlsbad Caverns NP’s Slaughter 
Canyon, ED, 6 Sep 2010 († DLH). NOT ACCEPTED: Details for ones reported at 
San Andres Spring, DA, 7–8 Jun 2011 and at Las Cruces 25 Oct 2020 did not rule 
out other species. One was reported along Tierra Blanca Cr., SI, 27 Aug 2011, but 
the supporting photos were of a Mourning Dove. Since New Mexico’s first Ruddy 
Ground Dove in 1984, there have been 58 records involving 98 individuals. The 
species was recorded annually 2002–2013 but not found 2014–2018. Then annual 
occurrences resumed in 2019. 

GROOVE-BILLED ANI Crotophaga sulcirostris (32, 8). In eastern New Mexico, 
one was at the Vaughn WTP, GU, 4 May–1 Jun 2022 (†, ph. MOH; †, ph. JBP), one 
was at Milnesand, RO, 30 Apr 2004 († KaB), up to two were at Rattlesnake Springs, 
ED, 25 Jun–6 Jul 2011 (†, ph. PSW; †, ph. RSN), and one was there 12–16 May 2016 
(ph. CLB; † MaS). In the Tularosa Basin, one was near Oliver Lee SP, OT, 25–27 
Oct 2014 (ph. RBa; †, ph. WTE; †, ph. NEH). In the RGV, one was at La Union, 
DA, 13 Dec 2013 (ph. JAM). In the west, single birds were at Rodeo, HI, 9–10 Nov 
2014 († REW; † AMC; ph. NFS) and in Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 23 Oct 2020 (†, ph. 
PEC; †, ♪ KOn). 

BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO Coccyzus erythropthalmus (18, 8). The eight ac-
cepted here were all from migrant traps in the east during the period 8 September–16 
October. Four, all immature, were at the MMT, RO, 22 Sep 2007 († NDP; † MJB; † 
CLW; ph. JRO), 30 Sep 2011 († MJB; †, ph. NDP; † JEP; ph. JRO), 13 Sep 2014 († 
JEP; ph. JRO), and 8 Sep 2017 († JEP; ph. JRO; ph. CLA). Single immatures were 
at Boone’s Draw 20 km southwest of Portales, RO, 8–9 Oct 2011 (†, ph. MJB; †, ph. 
NDP) and 16 Oct 2011(† MJB; †CJW; †NDP; # MSB:Bird:39830). One was at Hobbs, 
LE, 28 Sep 2011 († ScS), another at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 15 Sep 1989 (†, ph. 
JWS; † PWJ). NOT ACCEPTED: Reports of one heard only in Quay 26 May 2011 
and of one at Cliff, GR, 29 Jun 2015.

EASTERN WHIP-POOR-WILL Antrostomus vociferus (1, 1). A male was cap-
tured, measured, feather-sampled, photographed, and released at the MMT, RO, 8 
Oct 2010 (†, ph. JRO; † MJB; † NDP; Figure 1). It represents the first and, to date, 
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only confirmed record of the Eastern Whip-poor-will for New Mexico (Baumann 
et al. 2011). The species is likely at least as a casual fall transient through the state’s 
eastern plains.

VAUX’S SWIFT Chaetura vauxi (13, 1). At least two were at Albuquerque’s Rio 
Grande Nature Center, BE, 1–2 Oct 2009 († JMB; ph. JRO; † SOW; † JEP; †, ph. 
CJW, †, ph. NDP). To date, this is the only New Mexico report away from Hidalgo 
Co. reviewed and accepted by the NMBRC. NOT ACCEPTED: Details for one re-
ported north of Rodeo, HI, 5 Sep 2015 were incomplete, lacking mention of critical 
field marks. The report of four photographed at Bluewater Lake, MC, 16 Sep 2017 
mentioned only straight-edged wings, but some photos show bulging in the trailing 
edge of the wings. Vaux’s Swift is an occasional fall transient through Hidalgo Co. in 
extreme southwestern New Mexico and possibly casual east to the RGV, where the 
Chimney Swift (C. pelagica) is the expected species of Chaetura (Williams 2022). 

[AMETHYST-THROATED MOUNTAIN-GEM Lampornis amethystinus] NOT 
ACCEPTED: A hummingbird thought possibly to be a male of this Mexican species 
was seen under unusual circumstances (lying in grass after hitting a window, then 
flying off) near Las Vegas NWR, SM, 12 May 2009. The details were suggestive but 
not conclusive. At the time, there were no records of Lampornis amethystinus for 
the USA. 

BLUE-THROATED MOUNTAIN-GEM Lampornis clemenciae (77*, 1). A 
female was south of Grants, CI, 27 Aug–8 Sep 2005 († CMR; † MJB; † NDP). NOT 
ACCEPTED: The report of one photographed at Ruidoso, LI, in Dec 1995 was not 
accepted on its second circulation; the blurry photo appeared to be of a Rivoli’s 
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Figure 1. This male Eastern Whip-poor-will, captured at the Melrose migrant trap in 
Roosevelt Co., 8 Oct 2010, was the first of its species confirmed in New Mexico. Among 
other plumage characters summarized by Baumann et al. (2011), this individual had 
a wing chord of 149 mm, well below the range (162–179 mm) of the Mexican Whip-
poor-will (Antrostomus arizonae) reported by Pyle 1997. 

Photo by Jerry R. Oldenettel
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Hummingbird (Eugenes fulgens). A supposed Blue-throated Mountain-Gem photo-
graphed at Corrales, SA, 28 Apr 2020 was a misidentified female Black-chinned 
Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) with unusual white on the wing coverts. 
Lampornis clemenciae is a rare summer–fall visitor primarily to southern New 
Mexico mountains, with no confirmed breeding records to date (Williams 2022).

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD Archilochus colubris (48, 10). In eastern 
New Mexico, single individuals were near Sedan, UN, 26 Sep 2021 (†, ph. CMR; †, 
ph. NEH; † KWa), Texico, CU, 20–21 Sep 2020 († GMB), Portales, RO, 15 Sep 2021 
(ph. KLi), Roswell, CH, 19 Sep 2021 (†, ph. JBu), and Carlsbad, ED, 4–6 Sep 2012 
(ph. RHu; ph. PSW). At the MMT, RO, up to two were present 9–15 Oct 2011 (ph. 
JRO; ph. CJW; † JEP) and single Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were there 4–5 Sep 
2016 (ph. JRO) and 23–26 Sep 2020 (†, ph. PEC; † JEP; †, ph. JLW). In the RGV, one 
was near Williamsburg, SI, 27–30 Oct 2015 (ph. MaP) and one was banded near La 
Mesa, DA, 12 Sep 2019 (†, ph. NBa). NOT ACCEPTED: Minimal details for one 
reported west to Mimbres, GR, on the early date of 3 Jul 2017 did not rule out other 
red-throated hummingbirds. Incomplete details for one reported at Albuquerque, 
BE, 8 Oct 2017 and another at Portales 5 Aug 2020 failed to establish the bird’s 
identity. First verified from initially misidentified window-killed specimens found 
at Portales in fall 1974 and 1976 (Hubbard and Gennaro 1985), the Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird is a scarce, possibly regular, primarily fall transient through New 
Mexico’s eastern plains, west at least casually to the RGV (Williams 2022).

COSTA’S HUMMINGBIRD Calypte costae (76, 4). A juvenile male was photo-
graphed at Las Cruces, DA, 9 Nov 2019 (†, ph. TJo), and an adult male was banded 
in the Picacho Hills west of Las Cruces 31 Mar 2022 (†, ph. DMO). An adult male 
was north of the Apache Box, GR, 17 Apr 2020 († JPG). A sub-adult male was well 
described at San Simon Cienega, HI, 11 Aug 2020 († PEC). NOT ACCEPTED: The 
brief description of a supposed Costa’s Hummingbird in Post Office Canyon, HI, 
14 May 2021 failed to establish the bird’s identity.

ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD Selasphorus sasin (25, 1). A juvenile male visited a 
feeder in the Peloncillo Mts., HI, 31 Jul–1 Aug 2020 (†, ph. NDP; † MJB; † JLW; † JEP); 
multiple photos of the spread tail showed that the individual had replaced rectrix 2 
(R2) with an adult feather on its right side that was narrow and lacked a notch at the 
distal end, confirming the identification, and hummingbird experts David Rankin 
and Sheri L. Williamson agreed there were no ambiguous characteristics to suggest 
hybridization. Almost all of New Mexico’s accepted records of Allen’s Hummingbird 
have resulted from banding work since 1990. NOT ACCEPTED: Details for a green-
backed male Selasphorus seen near Lake Roberts, GR, 22 Jul 2007 did not describe 
the tail and did not rule out a green-backed Rufous Hummingbird (S. rufus). Neither 
did the report of a green-backed male Selasphorus near Lake Roberts 27 Jul 2006 
address the tail, and the single photo showed the back was not completely green. 

BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD Saucerottia beryllina (3, 1). An adult male 
banded near Mimbres, GR, 25 Jul 2006 (†, ph. JD-M) established New Mexico’s third 
record of the Berylline Hummingbird and the first away from Hidalgo Co. NOT 
ACCEPTED: The brief details of a hummingbird seen briefly in the Sacramento 
Mts. near Cloudcroft, OT, 3 Jun 2013 did not confirm its identity.

RUFOUS-NECKED WOOD-RAIL Aramides axillaris (1, 1). One was at BDA, 
SO, 7–18 Jul 2013 (†, ph. MJD; Figure 2), representing a first record for North 
America north of Mexico. Williams and Daw (2016) described the event and the 
contributions of many observers and reviewers, and detailed the species’ range-wide 
distribution, habitat flexibility, and seasonal movements (including inland, to eleva-
tions up to 1800 m, and to offshore islands), as well as its extreme rarity in captivity 
(three instances, none in the U.S.). 
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Figure 2. Providing a first record for the United States, this Rufous-necked Wood-
Rail was a crowd-pleaser at Bosque del Apache NWR, Socorro Co., 7–18 Jul 2013. 

Photo taken 10 July 2013 by Gary K. Froehlich 

Figure 3. This cooperative second-year European Golden-Plover at Maxwell NWR, 
Colfax Co., 28 Sep–26 Oct 2020, represented a first record for New Mexico and 
anywhere in the interior of North America. 

Photo taken 11 October 2020 by Owen J. Sinkus
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KING RAIL Rallus elegans (1, 0). NOT ACCEPTED: The report of one heard 
only at Six Mile Dam, ED, 23 and 28 June 2008 was based on calls of northern cricket 
frogs (Acris crepitans). The King Rail remains accidental in New Mexico, with but 
one accepted record (Williams 2022). 

KING/CLAPPER RAIL Rallus sp. A large rail was heard calling “kek-kek-kek” at 
sunset from a marsh at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 7 June 2012 († WHH). The observer, 
familiar with calls of both the King Rail and the Clapper Rail (R. crepitans), suspected 
the former species, but he and the committee came to understand that distinguishing 
the two by ear alone is uncertain. The record was accepted as of a “King/Clapper 
Rail.” There are New Mexico records of both these species (Williams 2022) but not 
of Ridgway’s Rail (R. obsoletus). 

PURPLE GALLINULE Porphyrio martinicus (14, 6). Single adults were at Jal 
Lake, LE, 17 Jun 1988 (†, ph. PSW), at BDA, SO, 28 May–6 Jun 1991 († CMR; † SOW; 
†, ph. DJC; † BRZ), and at Bosque Redondo, DB, 22 May–5 Jun 2022 (†, ph. NEH). 
A subadult was at Albuquerque’s Alameda bridge, BE, 9–22 Jun 2022 (†, ph. MBr). 
Single juveniles were at La Union, DA, 31 Aug 2009 (ph. DAB) and at the Carlsbad 
airport, ED, 23 Oct 2015. The latter was found injured and taken to a rehabilitation 
clinic (ph. PSW), where it subsequently died (# MSB:Bird:46078). Of New Mexico’s 
14 accepted records through 2022, these last two represent the only fall occurrences.  

BLACK RAIL Laterallus jamaicensis (5, 3). One was singing along the Canadian 
River below Conchas Dam on the Clabber Hill Ranch, SM, 10 May–4 Jun 2003 († 
WFW; † JEP; † JRO; † BDN; † DAE). Another was singing at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 
9 Jun 2012 (†, ♪ MJB; †, ♪ NDP). An immature was captured at Lake Carlsbad, ED, 
22 Oct 2016 († RSN) and taken to a rehabilitation clinic, where it was photographed 
(ph. Desert Willow Wildlife Rehabilitation Center). It was later released in Texas. 
The five accepted New Mexico records are all in the east, with four in spring and 
one in fall (Williams 2022). NOT ACCEPTED: Details for a reported Black Rail 
briefly seen on the late date of 21 Nov 2002 at Maddux Lake near Hobbs, LE, were 
not sufficient to establish the bird’s identity. The report of one at Percha Dam SP, SI, 
on the even later date of 5 Dec 2009 received no support. 

COMMON CRANE Grus grus (4, 3). One was among Sandhill Cranes (Antigone 
canadensis) around Roswell and Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 30 Nov 2014–29 Jan 2015 
(†, ph. JRO). Another was at BDA, SO, 3–8 Jan 2020 (ph. KeB; † CIS). Yet another at 
BDA 1 May 2021 (†, ph. AWa; †, ph. CIS) was late for the spring. These three recent 
occurrences represent the first, second, and third photograph-supported records 
for New Mexico and follow the first accepted record, of a well-described Common 
Crane among Sandhill Cranes at Bitter Lake NWR 10 Mar 1961 (Audubon Field 
Notes 15:349, AOU 1998).

EUROPEAN GOLDEN-PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria (1, 1). A remarkable record, 
representing the first occurrence of the species in interior North America. The bird 
was seen and documented by many at Maxwell NWR, CO, 28 Sep–26 Oct 2020 (ph. 
TBG; Figure 3). High-quality photos allowed for detailed plumage analysis, which 
showed that the plover was in its second calendar year of life and was undergoing a 
second pre-basic molt (Fine et al. 2021). 

AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER Pluvialis dominica (91, 17). In the RGV, single 
individuals were at BDA, SO, 13 May 2017 (†, ph. GKF) and 27 Apr 2019 (†, ph. 
KOn; †, ph. DWe) and at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 11 Oct 2016 (†, ph. DJC) and 20 
Apr 2017 (†, ph. DJC). In the Tularosa Basin, two were near the Walker Ranch, OT, 
17 Oct 2014 (†, ph. NGS) and one was at Holloman Lake OT, 20–21 Apr 2019 (†, 
ph. WTE). For eastern New Mexico, 11 records were accepted, eight of them at Bitter 
Lake NWR, CH,: one 5 Jun 2012 († JBM; ph. JIS), one 16–20 Jun 2019 (†, ph. PDC), 
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up to two 30 Apr–6 May 2020 († PDC; † KOn; ph. NEH), two 29 Sep 2020 (†, ph. 
PEC), one 10–11 Oct 2020 (ph. NDP; ph. MJB; †, ph. PDC), two 8 Nov 2020 (†, ph. 
PDC), one 3–9 May 2021 (†, ph. WTE), and one 25–26 May 2021 († AOh; †, ph. 
JAG). Elsewhere, single birds were at Brantley Lake, ED, 12 Apr 2016 (†, ph. RSN), 
Portales, RO, 9–10 May 2020 (†, ph. MJB, †, ph. NDP), and the Clovis WTP, CU, 8 
Oct 2020 (†, ph. GMB). NOT ACCEPTED: A report of six in desert grasslands near 
Brantley Lake 9 Sep 2009 received no support and may have been of another spe-
cies. A reported two seen in flight at Brantley Lake 12 May 2020 were incompletely 
described and likewise received no support. First found in New Mexico in 1951, the 
American Golden-Plover is now represented by 91 records involving 108 individuals. 
Recently, it has been of nearly annual occurrence, averaging 2.3 records per year. 

PIPING PLOVER Charadrius melodus (9, 2). One was at Maxwell NWR, CO, 
2 Aug 1992 († CMR). One at Brantley Lake, ED, 4 May 2013 († JEP; ph. MJB; ph. 
NDP) had been color-banded as a chick on the Missouri River in South Dakota in 
June 2012. The Piping Plover is an occasional spring and fall transient, with nine 
records of single individuals, all but one from eastern New Mexico (Williams 2022). 

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus (128, 3). One was at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 
4–18 Aug 2010 († JIS; ph. N. Sivertson); there are relatively few fall records. A 
minimum of 150 were in one flock at Ute Lake, QU, 17 May 2014 (†, ph. JRO), by 
far the largest concentration ever reported in New Mexico. Two at Elephant Butte 
Lake, SI, 5 Mar 2016 (ph. RAl) established an early spring date for the species, which 
typically does not arrive in New Mexico until mid-late April. Averaging nearly six 
records annually (many of multiple birds), the Whimbrel was removed from the 
NMBRC’s review list in 2016.

HUDSONIAN GODWIT Limosa haemastica (39, 16). In eastern New Mexico, 
Bitter Lake NWR, CH, was the most dependable locale for the species, with single 
individuals there 7–9 May 2011 († JEP), 5–7 May 2013 (ph. NDP; †, ph. MJB; † JEP), 
20 Apr 2014 (†, ph. MJB), 29 May 2015 († JEP; ph. JRO), 10–12 May 2019 (†, ph. 
MJB), and 17 May 2020 (†, ph. PDC; †, ph. JLW). Three were at Fort Sumner, DB, 
6–9 May 2020 (ph. NEH; †, ph. DTi), three were at Lake Avalon, ED, 17 May 2013 (†, 
ph. EPi), one was at Chicosa Lake, HA, 11 May 2014 (ph. RCl; † JEP; ph. JRO), and 
one was at the Clovis WTP, CU, 18 May 2020 (†, ph. JLW; ph. GMB). In the Tularosa 
Basin, one was at Holloman Lake, OT, 21–25 May 2016 († KDr; †, ph. LKM). In the 
RGV, single Hudsonian Godwits were at BDA, SO, 23–24 Apr 2021 (†, ph. NEH; † 
JEP; ph. GKF) and Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 29 May 2014 (†, ph. DJC). In the west, two 
were at Morgan Lake, SJ, 7 May 2013 († CLB). Summer occurrences are unusual: one 
in alternate plumage was at the Lordsburg WTP, HI, 17 Jun 2014 (†, ph. DJG), and 
another was at Las Vegas NWR, SM, 6 Jul 1990 (†, sketch CGS). NOT ACCEPTED: 
A report of one at Hobbs, LE, 16 Aug 2020 received no support, and a report of two 
at Lake McMillan, ED, 10 Sep 1967 was likewise unconvincing. To date, there are no 
accepted records for New Mexico during fall migration (August and later). 

RUDDY TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres (46, 14). In eastern New Mexico, 
two were at Sumner Lake, DB, 6 May 2009 (ph. BLo), and single individuals were 
at the Clovis WTP, CU, 21–26 May 2021 († JEP; †, ph. GMB), Storrie Lake, SM, 16 
Sep 2021 († WJ-W; ph. AMi), Lake McMillan, ED, 4 Sep 2021 (†, ph. RSN), and 
Brantley Lake, ED, 25 Sep–8 Oct 2021 (†, ph. RSN). One was in the Tularosa Basin 
at Holloman Lake, OT, 21 May 2012 († CJG; ph. DMS). In the RGV, single Ruddy 
Turnstones were at Albuquerque, BE, 4–9 Sep 2011 (ph. RLV; † JEP), BDA, SO, 1 
May 2010 (†, ph. MJB; ph. NDP), 12 Sep 2009 († DLH), and 10 May 2019 (†, ph. 
CIS), and at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 3–4 Oct 2009 (ph. NDP; † MJB; † JEP; ph. 
JRO), 1 Sep 2016 (†, ph. DJC), and 31 Aug 2021 (†, ph. DJC). In the west, one was 
at Morgan Lake, SJ, 9 May 2013 (ph. TRe). 
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BLACK TURNSTONE Arenaria melanocephala (1, 1). A second-year Black 
Turnstone at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 11–15 May 2010 (ph. DJC; † JEP; †, ph. JRO; 
Figure 4) was the first of its species recorded in New Mexico and one of the few for 
any landlocked state (Cleary and Parmeter 2010). 

RED KNOT Calidris canutus (43, 7). In the RGV, up to four juveniles were at 
Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 1–26 Sep 2011 (ph. DJC; †, ph. NEH), two were there 28 
Aug–1 Sep 2021 (†, ph. DJC; †, ph. WTE), and single individuals were there 8–9 Sep 
2016 (†, ph. DJC) and 21–28 Sep 2018 (ph. DJC; †, ph. WTE). In the east, two were 
at Brantley Lake, ED, 16 Sep 2012 († JEP) and one was east of Roswell, CH, 24 Sep 
2017 († CMR; †, ph. NEH). An adult in alternate plumage at Holloman Lake, OT, 
23 Apr–13 May 2009 (†, ph. DJG; † MTS; ph. JEZ; ph. JRO; †, ph. MJB) provided 
one of New Mexico’s few spring records.

RUFF Calidris pugnax (6, 1). Two females were at BDA, SO, 1–2 May 2010 († 
CMR; †, ph. MJB; ph. NDP; † JEP; †, ph. JRO; †, ph. NEH; ph. GKF), and together 
constituted New Mexico’s sixth record. NOT ACCEPTED: One was reported as 
photographed on Albuquerque’s West Mesa, BE, 26 Aug 2020; expert opinion on 
the photos was mixed, and the report received no support among the committee.

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER Calidris acuminata (3, 2). The report of a juvenile 
at the Isleta marsh, BE, 27 Oct 1991 († KBO) was accepted on its second circulation, 
following positive comments from S. Mlodinow. One was at BDA, SO, 2 May 2017 
(†, ph. MKr; † EKr; Figure 5). All three New Mexico records are from the middle 
RGV, with two in fall and one in spring (Williams 2022).

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER Calidris subruficollis (14, 14). These records 
represent all those accepted for New Mexico through 2022. The first were two at a 
turf farm in Los Lunas, VA, 7–14 Sep 1991 († JEP; † RLT; † PES; ph. SWC; ph. LPG), 
and another was there 5 Sep 1992 († JEP). Also in the RGV were one at BDA, SO, 
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Figure 4. Providing a first record for New Mexico, this second-year Black Turnstone 
was at Elephant Butte Lake, Sierra Co., 11–15 May 2010. 

Photo taken 11 May 2010 by Jerry R. Oldenettel
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26 May 1984 († PEL; † RAE), one at Albuquerque, BE, 28–30 Sep 2001 (†, ph. JRO; 
† BDN; † DAE; † JEP), and one at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 1–9 Oct 2009 (ph. DJC; 
† JEP; ph. JRO; ph. JEZ). In the Tularosa Basin, single birds were at Holloman Lake, 
OT, 20 Sep 1989 († CIS), 23 Sep 2010 (ph. DMS), and 3 Oct 2010 (ph. DMS). In the 
east, one each was at a Moriarty turf farm, TO, 29 Sep 2001 (†, ph. JRO), Stubble-
field Lake, CO, 18–23 Sep 2007 (ph. DJC; †, ph. JPB; †, ph. MJB; ph. NDP ph. JRO), 
Springer Lake, CO, 14 Sep 2007 (ph. DJC), and the Clovis WTP, CU, 4 Sep 2015 († 
JEP; ph. JRO). At Bitter Lake NWR, CH, were an adult 11–13 Jun 1994 (†, ph. PSW) 
and a juvenile 31 Aug 2019 (†, ph. EFG; ph. DTi). NOT ACCEPTED: Reports of 
six at Bitter Lake NWR 6 Sep 1992 and one at the Tularosa WTP, OT, 7 Sep 2020.

SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER Limnodromus griseus (66, 14). All of the following 
14 records are of juveniles and in fall during the relatively narrow interval 16 August–3 
October. In western New Mexico, where the species is casual, one was at Morgan Lake, 
SJ, 3 Oct 2013 (ph. TRe). In the RGV, single individuals appeared within a few days of 
each other in Santa Fe Co. at the Marty Sanchez golf course 23–24 Aug 2015 († LHo.; 
† GSz; ph. RCl; ph. JPB) and the Santa Fe Community College 23–29 Aug 2015 (ph. 
RCl). One was in the Alameda area of Albuquerque, BE, 27–29 Aug 2015 (†, ph. WEM). 
Two were at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 20 Aug–5 Sep 2018 (ph. DJC; † MJB; †NDP), two 
were at Caballo Lake, SI, 22 Sep 2011 († WFW), and one was at the Las Cruces Dam, 
DA, 3–4 Sep 2014 (†, ph. NGS). In the Tularosa Basin, one was at Holloman Lake, OT, 
23 Sep 2010 (ph. DMS). In the east, single birds were at Maxwell NWR, CO, 16 Aug 
2020 († WTE), at Springer Lake, CO, 14 Sep 2008 († JPB) and 27 Aug 2011 († CMR; 
ph. RLV), at the Clovis WTP, CU, 3–4 Sep 2011 († MJB; † JEP) and 27 Aug–5 Sep 2021 
(† JEP), and five were at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 11 Sep 2009 († JEP). NOT ACCEPTED: 
Details for two silent dowitchers at Caballo Lake on the very late date of 28 Nov 2010 
did not rule out the Long-billed (L. scolopaceus), the dowitcher expected there in late 
fall and winter. Three reports of birds heard only were reviewed; the committee views 
these conservatively, believing that dowitchers should be seen and described in addi-
tion to being heard, and noting that other shorebirds can give similar “tu-tu-tu” calls. 
A Short-billed Dowitcher was reported as heard in a flock of shorebirds at Bitter Lake 
NWR 9 Aug 2020, but neither the bird nor its call was described. Two were reported 
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Figure 5. New Mexico’s third Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, at Bosque del Apache 
NWR, Socorro Co., 2 May 2017, is one of two of this species addressed in this report. 

Photo by Marc Kramer
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as heard calling in flight at Bitter Lake NWR 26 Apr 2020; the species is casual in New 
Mexico in spring, and more exhaustive details are necessary for acceptance of such an 
exceptional record. A report of one heard in flight at Bitter Lake NWR 22 Aug 2021 
received no support; it was not clear that a dowitcher was even seen.

AMERICAN WOODCOCK Scolopax minor (19, 8). In eastern New Mexico, 
one was at the MMT, RO, 22–23 Oct 2005 († CMR; † BDN), one was at Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 12 Nov 2010 († PSW), and one was at Lovington, LE, 27–28 Oct 2020 
(ph. AGr). In the RGV, single woodcocks were in the Corrales bosque, SA, 12 Dec 
2012 (ph. JSF), 12 Oct 2019 (†, ph. VDa; † WTE), and 20 Dec 2020–1 Feb 2021 (†, 
ph., OJS; † JBP; †, ph. DJK), the latter the first known to have persisted through the 
winter in New Mexico. In adjacent Bernalillo Co., one was at Albuquerque’s Alameda 
bridge 24 Jan 2018 († GAO), another in northeast Albuquerque 14–17 Nov 2017 
(ph. PMc). NOT ACCEPTED: The description of one 5 km northeast of Clayton, 
UN, 15 Dec 2010 lacked convincing details. An unlikely summer report of a bird 
seen briefly at the Isleta marsh, BE, 9 Jul 1982 lacked important details; it was not 
accepted on its third circulation.

RED PHALAROPE Phalaropus fulicarius (78, 14). In eastern New Mexico, one 
was at Ute Lake, QU, 13 Sep 2020 (†, ph. EFG; † PEC) and another was there 4 Oct 
2020 († EFG; † PEC; †, ph. JLW). Single birds were at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 6 Nov 
2019 (†, ph. DDr) and 3–10 Feb 2020 (†, ph. GMB; †, ph. PDC), and one was at 
Brantley Lake, ED, 1 Dec 2015 (†, ph. MJB, ph. NDP). In the Tularosa Basin, two 
were at Holloman Lake, OT, 1–6 Nov 2010 (ph. DMS; † JEP) and one was there 7 
Sep 2015 (†, ph. CCW; † LBe). In the RGV, one was at Heron Lake, RA, 2 Oct 2019 
(† WTE), one was at the Buffalo Thunder Casino ponds near Pojoaque, SF, 8–9 Nov 
2020 (ph. RGu; † CBC), one was in Albuquerque, BE, 5 Nov 2015 (ph. BLM; † JEP), 
and one was at the Belen marsh, VA, 12–20 Sep 2015 († JEP; ph. MOH; †, ph. NEH). 
One was at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 12–21 Dec 2020 (†, ph. JLW; †, ph. PEC; † EFG; 
ph. DJC) and a spring migrant, molting into alternate plumage, was there 19 May 
2021 (†, ph. JAG). One was at Caballo Lake, SI, 19–26 Oct 2015 (ph. DJC; ph. JRO). 

POMARINE JAEGER Stercorarius pomarinus (10, 2). A light-morph adult was 
captured near Laguna Grande east of Carlsbad, ED, 6 Jun 2012; it was taken to a 
rehabilitation clinic (†, ph. SRU), nursed back to health, and released 12 Jun. Another 
adult was at Ute Lake, QU, 24 Sep 2021 (†, ph. DRo). NOT ACCEPTED: Details 
for one reported at Las Vegas NWR, SM, 14 Nov 2010 and north of Carlsbad near 
Brantley Lake, ED, 7 Sep 2008 identified a jaeger but not the species. 

PARASITIC JAEGER Stercorarius parasiticus (7, 3). Single dark juveniles were 
at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 20 Sep 2014 († MJB; ph. NDP), Brantley Lake, ED, 23 
Aug–1 Sep 2014 (ph. SDC; † JEP), and Heron Lake, RA, 26–27 Sep 2020 (†, ph. 
WTE; † PEC; † JLW; ph. LWa).

LONG-TAILED JAEGER Stercorarius longicaudus (18, 9). In eastern New 
Mexico, single birds were at Conchas Lake, SM, 10 May 2003 († WFW), Sumner 
Lake, DB, 12 Sep 2012 (ph. CLA), over the prairie near Boone’s Draw, RO, 20 Aug 
1993 († CMR), at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 20 Sep 2010 (ph. JIS), and at Brantley Lake, 
ED, 27 Aug 2010 (ph. JRO; † JEP). One found debilitated near Laguna Grande east 
of Carlsbad, ED, 21 Aug 2018 was taken to a rehabilitation clinic but died shortly 
thereafter (# MSB:Bird:60111; †, ph. MJB). In the north, one was at Eagle Nest 
Lake, CO, 17–23 Sep 2021 (ph. MOH). In the RGV, one was at BDA, SO, 30 Aug 
2020 (†, ph. SEM), another at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 18 Sep 1994 († JRO). NOT 
ACCEPTED: Jaegers reported as the Long-tailed at the Santa Fe Canyon Preserve, 
SF, 26 Sep 2012 and over Tucumcari, QU, 17 Jul 2015 could not be identified to 
species conclusively. The Long-tailed is the jaeger most frequently encountered in 
New Mexico, typically in August and September. 
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JAEGER SP. (22, 6). In addition to the four mentioned above, single jaegers not 
identified to species were at Heron Lake, RA, 5 Sep 1987 († PES) and Storrie Lake, 
SM, 9 Sep 2018 (†, ph. TBG). The committee believes that tracking unidentified 
jaegers provides a useful statistic contributing to our overall understanding of the 
occurrence of jaegers in New Mexico. 

ANCIENT MURRELET Synthliboramphus antiquus (2, 1). One found debilitated 
at Placitas, SA, 17 Nov 2021 was taken to a rehabilitation clinic the following day 
but died on 19 Nov 2021 (†, ph. MDe; Figure 6; # MSB:Bird:50983). This represents 
New Mexico’s second record; the first was of one also found debilitated, near Santa 
Fe, SF, 6 Nov 1985 (# MSB:Bird:9287; Schmitt and Miller 1987). 

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE Rissa tridactyla (31, 17). In the east, an alter-
nate-plumaged adult at Stubblefield Lake, CO, 14–19 May 2004 (ph. DJC) provided 
New Mexico’s first and, to date, only spring record. The remaining records we 
report here were of fall–early winter transients during the period 24 September–6 
January. In the east, single kittiwakes were at Springer Lake, CO, 25–26 Sep 2001 (†, 
ph. DJC), Aragonne Mesa west of Pastura, GU, 9 Dec 2020 (†, ph. JBo), Santa Rosa 
Lake, GU, 6–9 Jan 2022 (†, ph. MOH; ph. TJA), the Clovis WTP, QU, 24 Sep 2010 
(† JEP; ph. WWi; ph. JRO), and Brantley Lake, ED, 23–27 Dec 2005 (ph. WHH; † 
JRO; † MJB), 20 Dec 2010 († CMR; † MOH), and 15 Dec 2013 (†, ph. RSN). In the 
RGV, one each was on the Rio Grande at Buckman, SF, 12 Dec 2020 (ph. ADi), at 
Albuquerque’s Alameda bridge, BE, 29 Nov 2020 († JEP) and 22 Nov 2021 (†, ph. 
TBe), at the Bernardo WMA, SO, 28 Nov 2013 (†, ph. WHH), BDA, SO, 14 Nov 
2009 (ph. DLB), and 12 Oct 2014 (ph. JWS), and at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 8 Nov 
2010 († DJC). In the west, single birds were at Bluewater Lake, CI, 25–27 Nov 2006 
(† JEP, †, ph. MOH; ph. JPB) and 6–9 Dec 2017 (†, ph. RKo). 

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus (7, 6). A well-described juvenile at Lake 
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Figure 6. New Mexico’s second Ancient Murrelet, this hatch-year female was found 
grounded at Placitas, Sandoval Co., 17 Nov 2021. 

Photo by Mikal Deese
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McMillan, ED, 4 Jan–16 Feb 1987 († WHH; † RLT) was New Mexico’s first recorded 
Little Gull. A juvenile at Holloman Lake, OT, 22 Sep 1988 (†, ph. BRZ) was the first 
to be documented with photos. Subsequently, a juvenile was at Conchas Lake, SM, 
18–21 Sep 2005 (†, ph. MJB; †NDP; †, ph. JRO; † JEP). An adult attaining alternate 
plumage at BDA, SO, 1 Apr 2006 was discovered by Sonia Santa Ana and Mary Lou 
Arthur (†, ph. JRO). A juvenile was at Sumner Lake, DB, 12 Sep 2012 (†, ph. CLA). 
A winter adult was at Brantley Lake, ED, 31 Dec 2021–1 Jan 2022 († JEP; ph. RSN). 
NOT ACCEPTED: A gull seen at great distance at Lake McMillan 12 Mar 1987 was 
reported as possibly the same Little Gull present there earlier that year, but the details 
provided did not support the identification.

LAUGHING GULL Leucophaeus atricilla (78, 16). In western New Mexico, 
where the Laughing Gull is seldom found, was one at Deming, LU, 17 May 2021 (†, 
ph. NEH; †, ph. JAG) and another at Lake Roberts, GR, 11 Jun 2021 (†, ph. DGB). 
The RGV accounted for eight records of single individuals: at Santa Fe, SF, 2 May 
2016 (†, ph. GAF), at BDA, SO, 15 May 2015 (ph. GKF), at Elephant Butte Lake, 
SI, 5–6 Jul 2013 (†, ph. DJC; † JEP), 16 Jul 2013 (ph. DJC), 21–22 Jun 2020 (†, ph. 
DJC; †, ph. JFi), and 5 Jun 2021 († JEP), and at Caballo Lake, SI, 21 Jul 2008 (ph. 
DJC) and 1–5 Aug 2016 (†, ph. DJC). The east accounted for six records, of one at 
Springer Lake, CO, 9 Oct 2010 (†, ph. CMB) and 2 Jan 2017 (†, ph. DCu), one at 
Brantley Lake, ED, 14 Aug 2010 (†, ph. MJB; ph. NDP) and 3–30 Sep 2016 († CMR; 
ph. SDr; ph. JWS), and two there both 29–31 May 2018 (†, ph. RSN; ph. TJH; ph. 
PDC) and 2 Jun 2021 (†, ph. DKe).

HEERMANN’S GULL Larus heermanni (6, 1). A near adult at a rest area along 
I-10 west of Wilma, GR, 28 Mar 2006 (†, ph. JWT) provided the sixth New Mexico 
record and the fourth to be verified with photo or specimen. There have been no 
New Mexico reports since 2006.

SHORT-BILLED GULL Larus brachyrhynchus (84, 9). A subadult was at Elephant 
Butte Lake, SI, 12 Mar 2011 († CMR), and single adults were there 1 Jan–13 Feb 
2016 († CMR; † JEP), 6 Jan 2018 (†, ph. BRZ), and 23 Jan–13 Feb 2022 (†, ph. JPB; 
† JEP; † NDP; †, ph. NEH). Single adults were at Albuquerque’s Alameda bridge, 
BE, 28 Dec 2015–1 Jan 2016 (ph. DCu; † JEP), 12 Jan–10 Feb 2018 (ph. WEM), 23 
Feb–3 Mar 2021 († HTe; ph. NDP; ph. LWa), and 12 Feb 2022 (†, ph. DGB; †, ph. 
LWa). One in its first cycle was in the Brantley Lake–Carlsbad area, ED 1 Jan–4 Feb 
2022 (†, ph. CSa; ph. ASm; †, ph. RSN). NOT ACCEPTED: A supposed Short-billed 
Gull photographed at Stubblefield Lake, CO, 14–19 May 2004 proved to be an adult 
Black-legged Kittiwake; another photographed at the same site 16–19 Oct 2007 
proved to be a Ring-billed Gull (L. delawarensis). 

WESTERN GULL Larus occidentalis (5, 5). A winter adult at Caballo Lake, SI, 16 
Dec 1990 (†, sketch BRZ) established New Mexico’s first record of the Western Gull. 
An immature collected at Heron Lake, RA, 7 Nov 1991 (# MSB:Bird:7778; identity 
confirmed by J. R. Jehl and G. McCaskie) represents the state’s first and so far only 
specimen. More recently, two were at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, one presumably in 
its second cycle 30 Jun–26 Sep 2000 († JEP; †, ph. JRO) and one in its first cycle 
5–10 Apr 2015 (†, ph. WTE), and an adult was at Cochiti Lake, SA, 7–11 May 2016 
(†, ph. IPr; †, ph. JPB).  

YELLOW-FOOTED GULL Larus livens (1, 1). New Mexico’s first, in its first 
plumage cycle, was at Sumner Lake, DB, for nearly three months, 10 Sep–21 Nov 
2021 (†, ph. MJB; Figure 7). To date, this is the farthest east the species has been 
recorded in the United States. Interestingly, another Yellow-footed Gull was found in 
Arizona the same day, 10 Sep 2021, at Lake Havasu (https://eBird.org). Remnants of 
tropical storm Nora passed through the desert southwest just prior to the discovery 
of these gulls and may have contributed to the dispersal of both. 

SEVENTH REPORT OF THE NEW MEXICO BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE



270

ICELAND GULL Larus glaucoides (86, 3). Three first-cycle Thayer’s Gulls (L. 
g. thayeri) were accepted, at the San Juan County Landfill 18 Nov 2016 (ph. TRe), 
at Ute Lake, QU, 19 Jan–11 Feb 2018 († JEP), and at Albuquerque, BE, 5 May 2022 
(†, ph. JKi). NOT ACCEPTED: The description of a supposed adult Iceland Gull 
reported at Zuni’s Blackrock Lake, MC, on 5 May 1981 included contradictory details 
that failed to confirm the bird’s identity.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus (74, 9). In eastern New Mexico, 
single birds were at the Clovis WTP, CU, 13 May 2017 (†, ph. GMB; † CMR) and 
11 Mar 2020 (†, ph. APa), and at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 6 Mar 2020 (†, ph. PDC; †, 
ph. RSN). In the RGV, one was at BDA, SO, 29 Apr 2017 (†, ph. DLH; †, ph. MJA), 
another at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 23 Sep–4 Oct 2019 (†, ph. DJC). In the northwest, 
in San Juan Co., were one each at the San Juan County Landfill 6 Jan 2016 (ph. TRe), 
Morgan Lake 31 Oct 2020 (†, ph. AHo), and Farmington Lake 14–21 Nov 2020 (†, 
ph. STa). In the southwest, one was at the Columbus WTP, LU, 30 Mar 2018 (†, ph. 
AWe). Occurrences of the Lesser Black-backed Gull have spiked across the interior 
West in recent years, and New Mexico has been a part of that trend. First reported 
in 2001, the species has been annual in the state since the winter of 2006–07. From 
2013 through 2022 it averaged nearly six records (and eight individuals) per year, 
so the NMBRC has now removed the Lesser Black-backed Gull from its review list.

GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL Larus glaucescens (3, 1). One in its first cycle 
was seen by many at Brantley Lake, ED, 22 Nov–22 Dec 2015 (†, ph. PSW; †, ph. 
RSN); reviews by P. Pyle and S. C. Heinl concurred there was no reason to consider 
hybridization in the identification. This represents the third New Mexico record; 
the first two were supported by specimens in 1990 (# MSB:Bird:8650) and 1994 (# 
MSB:Bird:18929). 

GLAUCOUS GULL Larus hyperboreus (29, 5). In the RGV, single Glaucous Gulls 
in their first cycle were at Mesilla Dam, DA, 3–4 Nov 1990 († GJE; † EGW) and 
Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 10 Dec 2010 († JEP), and an adult was at Albuquerque, BE, 
4–6 Jan 2014 (ph. ARB; †, ph. RBW; † JEP). In the east, one first-cycle immature 
was at Brantley Lake, ED, 6 Jan–4 Feb 2006 († JEP; † DJK; PSW), and another was 
at Ute Lake, QU, 7 Feb 2014 († JEP). NOT ACCEPTED: A reported Glaucous Gull 
at Sumner Lake, DB, 28 Dec 1998, seen at a distance of one mile, was inadequately 
described.

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus (1, 1). A first for New Mexico was one 
found dead at Laguna Grande southeast of Carlsbad, ED, 8 Jul 2010 and preserved 
as a study skin (# MSB:Bird:30000). Genetic analysis suggested the bird originated 
from the Caribbean; it was likely pushed into New Mexico by the remnants of Hur-
ricane Alex (Johnson et al. 2011). 

ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea (21, 8). In western New Mexico, Morgan Lake, 
SJ, accounted for three records, of two birds on 1–2 Jun 2010 (†, ph. CLB; †, ph. MJB; 
† NDP; ph. TRe; Figure 8), one on 11 Jun 2012 (†, ph. MJB), and two on 6–9 Jun 
2017 (ph. CLB; ph. CFo). In the RGV, one was at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 29–30 Jul 
2006 († JEP; † JRO). In the east, two were at Stubblefield Lake, CO, 16–18 Jun 2012 
(†, ph. MJB; ph. NDP; †, ph. NEH) and single individuals were at Conchas Lake, 
SM, 14 Sep 2014 († MJB, † NDP), Ute Lake, QU, 4 Oct 2020 (†, ph. EFG; †, ph. JLW; 
† PEC), and Brantley Lake, ED, 29 May 2018 (†, ph. RSN). Since the first in 1991, 
New Mexico has accumulated 21 records involving 29 individuals.

ROYAL TERN Thalasseus maximus (2, 1). An adult at Heron Lake, RA, 30 May 
2021 (†, ph. TJA) provided New Mexico’s second record of the Royal Tern. 

ELEGANT TERN Thalasseus elegans (5, 3). Single adults were at BDA, SO, 2 May 
2010 († WFW; †, ph. NEH; ph. GKF; †, ph. JRO), Morgan Lake, SJ, 2 Jun 2010 (†, 
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Figure 7. This first-cycle Yellow-footed Gull lingered at Sumner Lake, De Baca Co., 10 
Sep–21 Nov 2021, representing the first record for New Mexico and the easternmost 
in the United States. 

Photo taken 20 November 2021 by Chris Wood

Figure 8. Surprising in the Four Corners region were an Elegant Tern (one of three 
records addressed in this report) and an Arctic Tern (one of eight records addressed 
here) together at Morgan Lake, San Juan Co., 2 Jun 2010. 

Photo by Timothy Reeves
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ph. WWi; †, ph. CLB; ph., TRe; †, ph. MJB; † NDP; Figure 8), and Bitter Lake NWR, 
CH, 25 May 2021 (ph. AOh). NOT ACCEPTED: The report of one at Morgan Lake 
23 Sep 2013 received no support on its second circulation; there were no written 
details, and the three distant photos were inconclusive. 

BLACK SKIMMER Rynchops niger (6, 1). An adult was at Heron Lake, RA, 12 
May 2007 († WHH, ph. MDH). The site is at 2192 m elevation in the San Juan Mts. 
near the continental divide (Williams and Howe 2008).

RED-THROATED LOON Gavia stellata (41, 8). In eastern New Mexico, two 
were at Springer Lake, CO, 13–19 Nov 2010 (ph. JRO; † JEP; †, ph. NEH) and one 
was there 24 Nov 2017 († JEP); one each was at Lake McMillan, ED, 25 Mar 1989 († 
BRZ), Brantley Lake, ED, 20 Dec 2010 († CMR; † PSW), Lake Avalon, ED, 18 Jan 
2015 (†, ph. SMF; † TFH), and Clayton Lake, UN, 31 Dec 2021–2 Jan 2022 (†, ph. 
CRu; † VWi). In the RGV, one remained at Cochiti Lake, SA, 29 Nov–29 Dec 2015 
(† DCu; † JRO, †, ph. RCl; †, ph. NEH). In the west, one was at Bluewater Lake, CI, 
11 Nov 2019 (ph. NDP).

YELLOW-BILLED LOON Gavia adamsii (12, 3). One was at Ute Lake, QU, 27 Dec 
1998–10 Jan 1999 (†, ph. JRO; † JEP), another at Conchas Lake, SM, 10 Jan–6 Mar 1999 
(ph. JRO; † BDN; † DAE; † JEP), and a third at Clayton Lake, UN, 21–28 Dec 2021 (†, 
ph. PEC). NOT ACCEPTED: The identities of loons reported at Cochiti Lake, SA, 10 
Jan–13 Mar 1999, Las Vegas NWR, SM, 9 Nov 2003, and Charette Lake, MO, 13 Oct 
2017 were not established. The Yellow-billed is a rare transient and winter resident in 
New Mexico November–March, with a dozen records since the first in 1992. 

WOOD STORK Mycteria americana (13, 2). Single juveniles were near Aragon, 
CA, 20 Sep 2015 (ph. DWh) and at Holloman Lake, OT, 14 Mar 2019 (ph. GKi). 
These two represent the first records for New Mexico since 2003. 

BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY Sula nebouxii (2, 1). New Mexico’s second recorded 
Blue-footed Booby was a juvenile male on the eastern plains at Chaparral Park in 
Lovington, LE, 11–13 Aug 2013 (ph. RHo; ph. MJB; ph. NDP; ph. JRO; Figure 9). 
It grew increasingly lethargic and was taken to a rehabilitation clinic 13 Aug, but it 
died shortly thereafter (# MSB:Bird:40479). 

BROWN BOOBY Sula leucogaster (1, 1). New Mexico’s first Brown Booby was 
a subadult female found at a salt pan 30 km east-southeast of Carlsbad, ED, 18 May 
2018 (†, ph. SGB). The bird was captured and transferred to a Carlsbad rehabilita-
tion clinic but ultimately died (# MSB:Bird:48800). Genetics confirmed that this 
individual originated from the Caribbean (Baumann et al. 2023).

ANHINGA Anhinga anhinga (8, 1). A juvenile on the eastern plains at the 
Rockwind golf course in Hobbs, LE, 17–27 Oct 2017 († CEL; ph. JPB; see this is-
sue’s outside back cover) was the second recorded there. The Anhinga is a vagrant 
to lakes and rivers primarily in southern New Mexico, first recorded by specimen 
in 1854 (Hubbard 1970). 

LITTLE BLUE HERON Egretta caerulea (10*, 8). Single adults were at Abiquiu 
Lake, RA, 13 Aug 2019 († WTE), at Albuquerque’s Alameda diversion flats, BE, 17 
Apr 2022 (†, ph. BLM), at BDA, SO, 9–18 May 2022 (†, ph. SGr), at Elephant Butte 
Lake, SI, 25–30 Apr 2017 (ph. DJC), 5–12 Aug 2018 (†, ph. DJC; † JEP; †, ph. NEH), 
and 10–17 Jul 2020 (†, ph. DJC), and at Percha SP, SI, 3-9 May 2022 († VTr; ph. TBG; 
† JSc). In the east, an adult was at Bitter Lake NWR 22–29 May 2021 (†, ph. JFi; †, 
ph. ATT). NOT ACCEPTED: The brief details for one reported at Six Mile Dam, 
ED, 20 Aug 2017 were insufficient for species identification. Occurrence of the Little 
Blue Heron in New Mexio, where it formerly nested, has dropped sharply in recent 
years, and the NMBRC restored it to the review list in 2016.
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REDDISH EGRET Egretta rufescens (59, 16). Of the 16 Reddish Egrets itemized 
here, five were of the white morph, the only ones accepted for New Mexico to date. 
Far north in the Rio Grande watershed, one was at Heron Lake, RA, 26–27 Sep 2020 
(†, ph. WTE); farther south in the RGV, one was at BDA, SO, 6 May 2005 († PBa), 
one was at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 24 May 2013 (†, ph. DJC), two were there 13 
Aug–14 Sep 2017 (†, ph. DJC; † JEP), one was at Percha Dam SP, SI, 11 Sep 2020 (†, 
ph. RiL), and one was at Mesilla Valley Bosque SP, DA, 8 Oct 2015 († MTS; †, ph. 
JEZ). In the east, one was far north at Springer Lake, CO, 28 Jun 2003 (†, ph. DJC). 
Others were at Ute Lake, QU, 9 Aug 2011 (ph. WWi), Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 24 
Sep–6 Oct 2002 († GKF) and 22 Nov 2020 (†, ph. JFi; †, ph. ATT), and Brantley Lake, 
ED, 10 Sep 2013 (ph. JRO), 1–17 Aug 2013 (†, ph. RSN), and 10 Oct–19 Dec 2020 
(ph. NDP; ph. MJB; †, ph. RSN). One split its time between Brantley Lake and Lake 
Avalon, ED, 29 Aug–4 Oct 2018 (†, ph. RSN; † PSW), and up to two split their time 
between the same sites 10 Jun–16 Oct 2022 (†, ph. RSN). Single Reddish Egrets were 
at Six Mile Dam, ED, 14 Dec 2012 († PSW) and 17 Mar–9 May 2013 (†, ph. RSN). 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON Nyctanassa violacea (154, 4). In eastern 
New Mexico, single individuals were near Kenna, RO, 24 Jun 2003 (†, ph. LAS), at 
the Clovis WTP, QU, 27 Aug 2010 († JEP; ph. JRO), and at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 
15 Jun 2013 (†, ph. NDP). In the RGV, one was at Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 14 Aug 
2010 († CMR). Found annually since 2000 and recently averaging 6.3 records (and 
9.1 individuals) per year, the species is a transient and summer resident from the 
RGV eastward, with nesting confirmed in San Miguel and Doña Ana counties and 
suspected elsewhere; it was removed from the review list in 2015. 

WHITE IBIS Eudocimus albus (22, 15). In the east, one at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 
from 6 Nov 1965 to 5 Jan 1966 (†, ph. VMo) established New Mexico’s first record. 
More recently at Bitter Lake NWR, three were present 11 May–12 Jun 2000 († JWM; 
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Figure 9. New Mexico’s second Blue-footed Booby visited the eastern plains at 
Lovington, Lea Co., 11–13 Aug 2013. 

Photo taken 11 August 2013 by Nicholas D. Pederson
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† GLW) and single birds were there 26 Apr–12 May 2006 († GLW; †, ph. CGL; † JEP; 
ph. JRO), 4–30 Nov 2011 (ph. RHu; ph. JIS; † JEP; ph. JRO), and 25 Jun–6 Jul 2012 
(ph. JTr; † JEP; † WWi). One each was at Maxwell NWR, CO, 16–23 May 1999 (†, ph. 
JHi; †, ph. JRO), French Lakes, CO, 29 Aug–5 Sep 2006 (ph. DJC), Las Vegas NWR, 
SM, 15–17 Jul 2000 († JEP; † JRO), and Clovis, CU, 15 Sep 2013 († DLH; ph. JRO). 
In the RGV at BDA, SO, were one 9–31 Mar 1974 (†, ph. GRZ) and a flock of nine 17 
Sep–5 Oct 1976 (†, ph. GRZ); more recently, single individuals were there 12 Apr–4 
Jun 2002 (†, ph. JRO; † JEP; † BDN; † DAE), 27 Jul–14 Aug 2004 († GPa; ph. JRO; † 
JEP), and 24 Jul–17 Aug 2005 († CMB; ph. JRO; † JEP; †, ph. CGL). One was at Mims 
Lake near Truth or Consequences, SI, 12 May 2021 (†, ph. DJC; ph. JAG; †, ph. LWa). 
The White Ibis has been recorded in New Mexico in every month except February. 

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus (97*, 6). In the eastern plains, one was at Ute 
Lake, QU, 13 May 2016 († JEP), another at Stanley, SF, 22 Apr 2017 (†, ph. MRJ). In 
the RGV, single individuals were at Valle de Oro NWR, BE, 17 Apr 2020 (ph. GKF), 
at BDA, SO, 15 Apr 2016 († JEP) and 24 Apr 2021 (ph. GKF, † CIS; † JEP), and at 
Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 6 Apr 2018 (ph. DJC). NOT ACCEPTED: One was reported 
at BDA 10 Apr 2021 but the brief details and the single photo did not support the 
identification. First found in New Mexico in 1995, the Glossy Ibis has been annual 
in spring since 1999. 

ROSEATE SPOONBILL Platalea ajaja (16, 8). In the RGV, single spoonbills were 
near Los Alamos, LA, 4 Oct 2017 († MBr; † RBW), at Albuquerque, BE, 16 Jul–3 
Aug 2012 (ph. SSt; ph. CJW), at BDA, SO, 3 Oct 2010 (ph. JMc) and 28 Jun 2012 (ph. 
WWa), and at Caballo Lake, SI, 29 Sep 2010 (ph. LSG) and 25–27 Aug 2012 (ph. DJC; 
† JEP; ph. WWi; ph. CLA). In the Tularosa Basin, one was at Holloman Lake, OT, 3–7 
Jul 2012 (ph. KBa). In the east, one was at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 8 Jul–1 Aug 2015 
(ph. JMo; †, ph. WTE; †, ph. RBW; ph. RSN). The species is a rare late summer–fall 
transient in New Mexico, mainly in the lower Rio Grande and Pecos River valleys. 

BLACK VULTURE Coragyps atratus (4, 3). One was at Roswell, CH, 23 Nov–4 
Dec 2014 (†, ph. MRi), another at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 16 Apr 2017 (†, ph. MJT), 
and a third at Shady Lakes, BE, and nearby Sandia Lakes, SA, 26–31 Aug 2017 (†, 
ph. DGB). The only previous New Mexico record was in 1996.

SWALLOW-TAILED KITE Elanoides forficatus (15, 7). One each was at Carlsbad, 
ED, 14 Aug 2004 († RSN), Santa Rosa, GU, 19–20 Sep 2009 († JEP; ph. JRO), Santa 
Fe, SF, 9 May 2010 († RCl; ph. CCl), north of Roswell, CH, 31 May 2010 († CMR), 
at Mountainair, TO, 19 Aug 2012 (ph. RPG), Texico, CU, 7 Sep 2014 († GRe), and 
Cannon Air Force Base, CU, 19–21 Sep 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO; ph. DGW). NOT 
ACCEPTED: One inadequately described at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 7 May 2021. 

WHITE-TAILED HAWK Geranoaetus albicaudatus (1, 1). An adult on Rowe 
Mesa, SM, 9 Jun 2017 (†, ph. WJ-W) represents the first and, to date, only New 
Mexico record verified by photo or specimen and accepted by the committee; there 
are several unsubstantiated reports dating back to the 1960s. NOT ACCEPTED: 
Receiving no support were reports of one at Mesilla Valley Bosque SP, DA, 18 Dec 
2018 and at Albuquerque, BE, 24 May 2020. 

[VARIABLE HAWK Geranoaetus polyosoma]. NOT ACCEPTED: One was re-
ported at the Manzano Mts. hawkwatch site near Capilla Peak, TO, 2 Oct 2017, and 
six photos were obtained as the hawk flew away from the observer. The NMBRC 
obtained extensive comments on the photos from raptor-identification experts 
and ornithologists with extensive experience in the Variable Hawk’s range in South 
America. They were not in agreement as to the hawk’s identity, dissuading committee 
members from accepting the record. The question of human transport could never 
be answered to everyone’s satisfaction, but as the identity of the hawk in the photos 
was also questioned, the subject of its provenance was moot. 
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GRAY HAWK Buteo plagiatus (20*, 10). Multiple reports from the RGV indicate 
the Gray Hawk is spreading into that region: an adult was at Mesilla Valley Bosque 
SP, DA, 2–10 Apr 2016 (ph. BRo; ph. CJG; †, ph. WTE), an adult was at BDA, SO, 
1 Apr 2017 († JEP), an adult pair was on the Ladder Ranch, SI, 20 Aug 2018 (†, ph. 
KSt), and a juvenile was at Bernardo WMA, SO, 13–14 Nov 2021 (†, ph. DJo). In the 
southwest, the species expanded into new areas in the Gila and Mimbres river val-
leys, including first nests for Grant and Luna counties: single adults at Redrock, GR, 
17–21 Apr 2016 (†, ph. JBS) and 8 Apr 2020 (ph. BMc), an adult tending a juvenile 
beside a nest at Cliff, GR, 2–3 Jun 2016 (†, ph. JBS), and an adult at the Gila Bird 
Area, 13–16 km south of Cliff, GR, 22 Apr–31 May 2021 († KDa; † ANe). At River 
Ranch, LU, at least one adult 5 Jul–28 Aug 2021 (†, ph. JAG) was followed by an 
adult pair at a nest 14 May 2022 (†, ph. JAG); it continued at that site to 7 Oct 2022 
(† JAG; † SMi; ph., ♪ DBM). Williams and Krueper (2008) summarized the spread 
of this species into New Mexico, and predicted this continued range expansion. The 
NMBRC continues to review occurrences of the Gray Hawk outside of Hidalgo and 
Eddy counties, where breeding was first established in 2004 and 2007, respectively.

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK Buteo lineatus (34, 17). Of the 17 Red-shouldered 
Hawks detailed here, five were of the western subspecies elegans. In western New 
Mexico, an adult elegans at Apache Creek, CA, 12 Jul–17 Aug 2014 († CMR; †, ph. 
NEH; †, ph. VDe; ph. JRO) provided the state’s first summer record of any subspe-
cies of the Red-shouldered Hawk. A juvenile elegans was at Quemado Lake, CA, 29 
Aug–9 Sep 2021 (†, ph. CMR; †, ph. NEH; † WTE). Of the nine records accepted 
from the RGV, three represented elegans: an adult in Albuquerque, BE, 4 Jul–25 Sep 
2017 (†, ph. BLM), an adult at Turn, VA, 17 Feb–17 Mar 2002 († CMR; †, ph. JRO), 
and a juvenile at BDA, SO, 3–22 Nov 2020 (†, ph. CSh). Most or all of the remaining 
12 records represented the widespread eastern lineatus, but several birds were not 
subspecifically identified. In the RGV, these comprised one in Albuquerque’s South 
Valley 5 May 2018 († KSS), one at Turn, VA, 18 Feb 2001 († CMR), and one at Luis 
Lopez, SO, 28 Feb 2012 (ph. JRO), and ones at BDA, SO, 27 Dec 2013 († LRH) and 
16–30 Mar 2019 (†, ph. JMu; ph. GKF), One split its time between Santa Teresa, 
DA, and nearby El Paso, Texas, 24–25 Mar 2020 (†, ph. JMG; † PRu). In the east, 
single examples of lineatus were at Conchas Lake, SM, 9–19 Sep 2020 (†, ph, ♪ RLV; 
† PEC), Texico, CU, 11 Sep 2011 († DLH; ph. SDC), Tatum WTP, LE, 27 Sep–12 Oct 
2014 († JEP; ph. JRO; ph. NEH), Hobbs, LE, 20 Sep 2011 (ph. JRO), and Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 4–8 Sep 2015 (†, ph. RSN) and 25 May–26 Aug 2018 († JEP; †, ♪ RSN). 
NOT ACCEPTED: Five reports failed to establish the bird’s identity, of one each at 
Mesilla Valley Bosque SP, DA, 24 Dec 2011, Gila Farms north of Cliff, GR, 11 Sep 
2013, 9 km south of Radium Springs, DA, 18 Apr 2018; Washington Ranch, ED, 7 
Oct 2018, and Los Alamos, LA, 27 May 2020. 

SHORT-TAILED HAWK Buteo brachyurus (3, 2). A light-morph adult in the 
Mogollon Mts., CA, 24 Aug 2018 († EGW; ph. JZu) provided New Mexico’s second 
record. It was followed by another light-morph adult near Ramah Lake, MC, 17 
May 2019 († JAT), the most northerly Short-tailed Hawk yet recorded. The spread 
of this species north through Mexico and into the southwestern U.S., including 
New Mexico, has been detailed by Williams et al. (2007), Snyder et al. (2010), and 
Rosenberg et al. (2019). NOT ACCEPTED: The description of a supposed Short-
tailed Hawk at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 24 Apr 2006 did not match that species. A 
photo taken in the Pinos Altos Mts., GR, 11 Dec 2010 proved to represent a soaring 
adult Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis). The written documentation for a hawk 
seen briefly in desert scrub south of Carlsbad, ED, 11 Aug 2017 did not adequately 
describe the Short-tailed. 

EASTERN SCREECH-OWL Megascops asio (1, 0). NOT ACCEPTED: A report 
of one heard at a rest area along I-25 west of Las Vegas, SM, 29 Dec 2005 received 
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little support, especially as no description of the call was provided. There is but one 
accepted New Mexico record of the Eastern Screech-Owl, a red morph that remained 
in Portales, RO, Nov 2003–May 2005.

BARRED OWL Strix varia (2, 1). One found day-roosting in cottonwoods at 
Boone’s Draw, RO, 8–9 Sep 2010 († CLB; † MOH) provided New Mexico’s second 
accepted record.

ELEGANT TROGON Trogon elegans (42, 5). A female in the Organ Mts., DA, 13 
Feb 2011 (†, ph. LJF) and a male in Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 20 Feb 2011 († CMR) 
provided the first winter records of the Elegant Trogon for New Mexico. A male at a 
ranch near Artesia, ED, 14 Jun 2016 (†, ph. KrM) was the second recorded in eastern 
New Mexico. A male was at Santa Teresa, DA, 15–16 Jun 2021 (ph. SWo; †, ph. JMG). 
A female was in Clanton Canyon, Peloncillo Mts., HI, 27 May 2022 (ph. SDr; †, ph., 
♪ LWa). The species summered annually in the Peloncillo Mts. 1991–2010, but since 
then there have been few reports and no thorough surveys. 

EARED QUETZAL Euptilotis neoxenus (2, 1). Two individuals were in Little 
Cherry Creek Canyon and nearby canyons, Pinos Altos Mts., GR, 20 Aug–25 Oct 
2020 († TMc; SeB; †, ph. DLe; †, ph., ♪; Figure 10). This constitutes the first occur-
rence of the Eared Quetzal in New Mexico confirmed by photo or audio recording, 
but it follows a well-documented sight record of one in the Animas Mts., HI, 13 June 
1979 (Am. Birds 33:888, AOU 1998). 

GREEN KINGFISHER Chloroceryle americana (3, 0). NOT ACCEPTED: A 
report of a female along the Gila River at the Gila Bird Area, GR, 14 Jun 2007 did 
not satisfactorily identify this or any other kingfisher species. In New Mexico, the 
Green Kingfisher is a rare visitor to the Gila and lower Pecos rivers (Williams 2022).

GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER Melanerpes aurifrons (2, 2). A female 
at the Eunice golf course and adjacent Stephens Lake, LE, 16 Oct 2015 to 13 Mar 
2016 (†, ph. RSN; Figure 11) provided a long-overdue first confirmed New Mexico 
record; a female near Milnesand, RO, 12 May 2021 (†, ph. GMB) provided the 
second. NOT ACCEPTED: The incomplete description of a woodpecker far from 
the expected range of the Golden-fronted at Hillsboro, SI, 26 Nov 2018 was not 
adequate for this species. 

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER Melanerpes carolinus (34, 6). In eastern New 
Mexico, single individuals were along Trigg Road, SM, 3 Dec 2004–24 Mar 2005 (†, 
ph. MDM), at Yeso, DB, 28–29 Sep 2006 (†, ph. JRO; † JEP), and at Conchas Lake, 
SM, 12 Oct 2006 (†, ph. MJB; † NDP). Across the north, one was at La Plata, SJ, 
19 Jan 2014 (ph. LRa), one was at Costilla, TA, 28–30 May 2014 (†, ph. REF), and 
one was at White Rock, LA, 18 Jan–3 May 2015 (†, ph. TMi; ph. RBW; ph. SMF). 
The species is a rare transient and winter resident occurring almost entirely in the 
eastern portion of the state. 

RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER Sphyrapicus ruber (4, 4). An immature in the 
Zuni Mts. 5 km north of Ramah Lake, MC, 19 Oct–4 Nov 2012 was the first Red-
breasted Sapsucker confirmed in New Mexico by photo (†, ph. RHa; Figure 12). 
Study of the photos by P. Pyle, K. L. Garrett, and S. M. Billerman found the bird con-
sistent with pure S. r. daggetti. Photos of a sapsucker along the Gila River at the Gila 
Bird Area, GR, 23 Dec 2017–27 Feb 2018 (†, ph. KDa) and another along Palomas 
Creek on the A-Spear Ranch west of Williamsburg, SI, 3–15 Nov 2019 (ph. ADC; 
ph. JRA; †, ph. DJC) also appeared to represent S. r. daggetti, the more southerly 
of the Red-breasted Sapsucker’s two subspecies. Details for a sapsucker described 
independently by two observers at the Los Alamos National Lab, LA, 5–6 Nov 2001 
(† JTa; † BRF) were convincing for a pure Red-breasted. Hybrids between the Red-
breasted and other sapsuckers occur in New Mexico almost annually.
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Figure 10. The Eared Quetzal was first confirmed in New Mexico by two birds, usually 
together, in the Pinos Altos Mts., Grant Co., 20 Aug–25 Oct 2020. This is the female, 
in Little Cherry Creek Canyon. 

Photo taken 24 October 2020 by Joel A. Gilb

Figure 11.  Providing a first confirmed New Mexico record, this female Golden-
fronted Woodpecker was at Stephens Lake near Eunice,  Lea Co., 16 Oct 2015–13 
Mar 2016.

Photo taken 16 October 2015 by Nicholas D. Pederson 
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CRESTED CARACARA Caracara plancus (20, 4). In New Mexico’s southwest-
ern corner, one was south of Animas, HI, 15 Jan 2017 (†, ph. SPL), one was north 
of Rodeo, HI, 14 May 2017 († CBC), and one was south of Rodeo 10 Oct–29 Nov 
2020 († KKi; ph. CIS). In the RGV, one was at BDA, SO, 21–28 Mar 2021 (ph. GKF; 
†, ph. OJS; †, ph. JBP). 

GREAT KISKADEE Pitangus sulphuratus (17, 9). Seven records were in south-
eastern New Mexico, three at Rattlesnake Springs, ED: of one that overwintered 27 
Jul 2000–1 Feb 2001 († DMR; † JEP; ph. JRO), one 16 May 2004 († PSW; † CLB; † 
JMB), and one 17–19 May 2015 (ph. IDo; †, ph. RSN). Single birds were at Carls-
bad, ED, 21 Oct 2020 († EPi; †, ph. RSN) and 12 Jul 2021 (ph. PMe). In adjacent 
Lea Co., one was at Eunice 1 Jul–21 Aug 2005 (†, ph. PWM), another at the Tatum 
WTP 28 Apr–10 May 2017 († JEP; ph. JRO). In the RGV, one was very far north at 
Valdez, TA, 8 Jul–15 Nov 2020 (†, ph. NPa; †, ph. REF), and one overwintered at 
Percha Dam SP, SI, 12 Nov 2020–26 Mar 2021 († MWi; †, ph. LMi; † MPe; †, ph. 
JAG). NOT ACCEPTED: One was reported at Clayton, UN, 13–14 May 1989, but 
the photo submitted was of a Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus).

SULPHUR-BELLIED FLYCATCHER Myiodynastes luteiventris (28, 6). Single 
individuals were in Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 8 July 2005 († JEP; † JRO; † PEL), 9 Jul 
2008 († MJB), 24 Jul 2011 (†, ph. MJB; †, ph. NDP), and 30 May 2020 (†, ph., JLW; †, 
ph. PEC; †, ph. EFG; † KOn). One was along Apache Creek, CA, 23–25 May 2021(†, 
ph. ARo; † AMe), and another was at Silver City, GR, 10–11 Sep 2021 (†, ph. DBM; 
†, ph. KDa). NOT ACCEPTED: The report of one heard only (and only once) at the 
Heart Bar WMA, s. CA, 10 Aug 2006 received no support. 
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Figure 12. Representing New Mexico’s first accepted record of the Red-breasted 
Sapsucker, and one of four addressed in this report, this immature S. r. daggetti was 
near Ramah Lake, Zuni Mts., Mc Kinley Co., 19 Oct–4 Nov 2012. 

Photo taken 27 October 2012 by Jerry R. Oldenettel
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PIRATIC FLYCATCHER Legatus leucophaius (4, 1). A juvenile was at Silver City, 
GR, 15 Sep 2019 (ph. KaM; ph. JWr; identity confirmed by J. V. Remsen). It represents 
New Mexico’s fourth record and the first from the southwest; the previous three 
Piratic Flycatchers—all juveniles, all in September, and all photographed—were in 
the southeast in the lower Pecos Valley (Williams 2022).

TROPICAL KINGBIRD Tyrannus melancholicus (7, 7). Two birds were at the 
Santa Teresa Country Club golf course, DA, 13 Jul–3 Aug 2010 (†, ph. JNP; ♪ JEZ; 
♪ NDP); although these appeared to be a mated pair, actual nesting was not docu-
mented. Up to two were at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 27 May–22 Jul 2018 (†, ph. ♪ 
RSN; ♪ NEH); two were present 1–7 Jul only, and although one was seen carrying a 
twig, there was no proof of actual nesting. Two were at Lake Carlsbad, ED, 3–7 Sep 
2018 (†, ph., ♪ RSN; ph. DKe; †, ph. WTE). One was at Brantley Lake, ED, 29–30 
May 2020 (†, ph., ♪ RSN). Up to three including a juvenile were at La Union, DA, 
2–31 Aug 2021 (†, ph., ♪ DAB). One was at Clines Corners, TO, 22 Sep–9 Oct 2021 
(ph., ♪ MOH; ♪ MJB). A pair at a nest below Sumner Dam, DB, 17 Jun–9 Jul 2022 
(†, ph., ♪ MJB) confirmed the first certain nesting for New Mexico (Baumann 2023). 

COUCH’S KINGBIRD Tyrannus couchii (10, 7). In eastern New Mexico, vocal 
individuals were at Conchas Lake, SM, 25 Jun 2005 († WFW) and at the MMT, 
RO, 31 May 2008 († JEP). At Boone’s Draw, RO, one adult female was collected 21 
May 2016 (†, ♪ MJB; # MSB:Bird:44033, ph.), and another was collected there the 
following day († ABJ; # MSB:Bird:44034, ph.). In the RGV, one was near Leasburg 
Dam SP, DA, 14–15 Oct 2011 († NGS; ph., ♪ DMS), one was at BDA, SO, 5–12 Nov 
2016 (ph. AWr; ph. KWr; ♪ MJA), and another was vocal there 11–22 Oct 2018 († 
KZa; ph. JSc); BDA was the site of New Mexico’s first accepted Couch’s Kingbird in 
November and December 1985 (Hubbard and Shipman 1994). 

TROPICAL/COUCH’S KINGBIRD (12, 6). Silent single birds of this difficult 
pair were at Zuni’s Blackrock Dam, MC, 18 Jun 2007 († JAT), the Lordsburg WTP, HI, 
10 May 2014 († DRJ; ph. CWi), BDA, SO, 14 Apr 2017 (ph. CHa), Caballo Lake, SI, 
15 Aug 2019 (ph. MKR), Tatum, LE, 9 Sep 2011 († JEP; ph. JRO), and Lake McMil-
lan, ED, 20 Dec 2014 († CMR). NOT ACCEPTED: One was reported at Leasburg 
Dam SP, DA, 7 Oct 2017, but the details provided were inadequate and the observer 
was unsure of the identification.

EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE Contopus virens (31, 6). In eastern New Mexico, 
vocal Eastern Wood-Pewees were at the MMT, RO, 17–18 May 2014 († JEP; ph. 
JRO; † CMR), 8 Sep 2010 (†, ♪ CLB), and 8 Sep 2012 († JEP; † CLA), at Boone’s 
Draw, RO, 10 Sep 2016 († MJB; † NDP), and at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 4 Sep 2016 
(† CMR). Farther west, one was at Galisteo, SF, 22 May 2011 († JPB; † MOH). NOT 
ACCEPTED: One was reported at the Mesa Rest Area, CH, 19 May 2011, but the 
details and photos did not rule out other species. The report of one at Rattlesnake 
Springs 19 Sep 2016 had no useful details.

YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER Empidonax flaviventris (14, 6). In Roosevelt 
Co., single birds were at the MMT 9–10 Sep 2010 (ph. CJW), 3–4 Oct 2015 († JEP, 
ph. JRO), and 16 Sep 2020 (ph. AHo), at Milnesand 1 Oct 2017 (†, ph. WTE), and 
at Boone’s Draw 25 Sep 2010 (†NDP; †CJW; †MJB; # MSB:Bird:29831). One was at 
Fort Sumner, DB, 26 Sep 2021 (†, ph. JLW; †, ph. EFG). NOT ACCEPTED: One was 
reported from the MMT 27 Apr 2020, but the committee believed more thorough 
documentation was required for acceptance a first spring record for New Mexico, 
especially on such an early date.

ACADIAN FLYCATCHER Empidonax virescens (2, 1). One was at Milnesand, 
RO, 2–4 Sep 2006 (†, ph., ♪ JRO; ph. MOH; † MJB; †, ph. CGL; † JEP; ph. JPB). 
To date, New Mexico has had six credible reports of the Acadian Flycatcher, two 
accepted and four in review.
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[ALDER FLYCATCHER Empidonax alnorum]. NOT ACCEPTED: A silent 
“Traill’s” Flycatcher, thought to be a hatch-year Alder, was photographed at Rattle-
snake Springs, ED, 26 Aug 2019, but the committee believes that audio recordings 
are necessary to confirm this species for the New Mexico list. The Alder Flycatcher 
remains on the state’s hypothetical list, with eight detailed sightings, most with 
convincing descriptions of the voice and three supported by photos but all lacking 
audio recordings.

PACIFIC-SLOPE FLYCATCHER Empidonax difficilis (3, 0). NOT ACCEPTED: 
Two reported from the eastern plains at the MMT, RO, on the early date of 8 Aug 
2020 were audio-recorded, but the recordings did not match reference sonograms 
and were further complicated by overlapping sounds from two birds.

BUFF-BREASTED FLYCATCHER Empidonax fulvifrons (23*, 1). One was seen 
and heard calling in the Woodland Park area of the Gila Wilderness, CA, 22 Aug 2021 
(† JPG). NOT ACCEPTED: A report of one heard singing but seen only briefly in 
Clanton Canyon, Peloncillo Mts., HI, was intriguing, but lack of satisfactory visual 
details caused the committee to vote conservatively. Extirpated from New Mexico by 
1930, the Buff-breasted Flycatcher began gradual recolonization in the mid-1990s, 
nesting in the Animas Mts., HI, by 2008 and expanding north to the Burro Mts., 
GR, nesting there by 2017 (Williams 2022).

BLACK-CAPPED VIREO Vireo atricapilla (9, 5). In the Guadalupe Mts., ED, an 
adult male was singing below the Sitting Bull Falls Picnic Area 31 May–1 Jun 2010 
(† CMR; † SOW) and a second-year male was vocal in upper McKittrick Canyon 16 
May 2022 (†, ph., ♪ RLV). A male in the Organ Mts. at Aguirre Springs, DA, 25–27 
May 2019 († MGo; †, ph. ♪ WTE; †, ♪ NEH; †, ♪ KOn) furnished New Mexico’s 
first record from west of the Guadalupe Mts. A male at the MMT, RO, 25 May 2018 
(† JEP; †, ph. JPB) was the second recorded from that prairie oasis, and a drab, 
presumably hatch-year female was at the same locale 1–2 Sep 2019 (†, ph. APa; †, 
ph. NEH), representing the first fall record for New Mexico. 

WHITE-EYED VIREO Vireo griseus (137, 1). One at the Quarai ruins, TO, 7 May 
2011 († MJO) provided a county first. Averaging over five records per year by 2015, 
the White-eyed Vireo has been removed from the review list. It is now a rare but 
regular spring and fall transient and summer resident, occurring statewide but found 
primarily in riparian areas from the RGV eastward. Nesting has been documented 
along the Rio Grande and is suspected elsewhere (Williams 2022).

PHILADELPHIA VIREO Vireo philadelphicus (68, 15). The MMT, RO, clearly 
the best locale for finding this species in New Mexico, had eight fall records of single 
birds: 24–25 Sep 2009 († CLB; † JMB), 15 Oct 2010 († JEP; ph. JRO), 20 Sep 2013 
(† JEP; ph. JRO), 18 Sep 2014 (ph. JRO), 25 Sep 2014 (ph. JRO), 3 Oct 2014 († JEP; 
ph. JRO), 17–19 Oct 2014 († JRO; † CMR), and 25–27 Sep 2021 († JEP; ph. ATT). 
Fall records elsewhere were of one at Roy, HA, 1 Oct 2021 († WTE), one at BDA, 
SO, 10 Oct 2012 (ph. CLA), and one at the Conoco pond near Maljamar, LE, 5 Oct 
2015 (ph. JRO). Spring records, relatively rare in New Mexico, were from the MMT 
1 May 1999 (†, ph. JRO) and 9 May 2010 († JRO), Turtle Bay, Socorro, SO, 23 May 
2008 († MOH), and Ute Lake, QU, 23–25 May 2022 (†, ph. MOH; †, ph. RLV; †, ph. 
LKa). NOT ACCEPTED: Four spring reports were not accepted; all suffered from 
incomplete descriptions that missed important field marks and failed to eliminate 
the Warbling Vireo (V. gilvus): east of Milnesand near Bluit, RO, 10 May 2008, La 
Union, DA, 2 May 2011, the Conoco pond 9 May 2013, and Zuni, MC, 5 Jun 2016. 

YELLOW-GREEN VIREO Vireo flavoviridis (7, 1). One was at Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 9–17 Aug 2013 († JEP; †, ph. RSN; † JPB; † MJB; †, ph. NDP); it fit the 
pattern of previous New Mexico records, which indicate the species is a rare sum-
mer–early fall visitor, primarily to southern riparian areas.
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[GREEN JAY Cyanocorax yncas]. NOT ACCEPTED: One photographed near 
the Mexico border at Santa Teresa, DA, 1 Apr 2021, but the NMBRC regards the 
bird’s provenance as uncertain. There are two previous unaccepted records, of one 
photographed at Las Cruces, DA, 20–21 May 1995 and another photographed in 
the same yard there 2–3 Aug 2007. Weighing against all three of these is the great 
distance to native range, the species’ sedentary habits within its native range, the 
belief that this colorful species is a popular cage bird in Mexico, and, for the Las 
Cruces reports, the improbability of two vagrants appearing in the same backyard. 

[TUFTED TITMOUSE Baeolophus bicolor]. NOT ACCEPTED: One was re-
ported in Piedra Lisa Canyon, Sandia Mts., BE, 8 May 2011, but the photos submitted 
were of a Juniper Titmouse (B. ridgwayi), a species resident in that area. There is no 
credible New Mexico record of the Tufted Titmouse. 

BLACK-CRESTED TITMOUSE Baeolophus atricristatus (1, 1). New Mexico’s 
first record was of one at Hillcrest Park in Clovis, CU, 16–23 Dec 2017 (†, ph. CMR; 
Figure 13). Pale grayish tips on the distal ends of the crest feathers suggest this 
individual was a female. The committee considered the possibility of a hybrid B. 
atricristatus × bicolor, but the amount of buff on the forehead and smooth transition 
of the buffy color along the crest were consistent with the subspecies of the Black-
crested Titmouse from the panhandle of Texas, B. a. sennetti (C. M. Curry, in litt.), 
the likely source population of the New Mexico bird. 

SEVENTH REPORT OF THE NEW MEXICO BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Figure 13. This Black-crested Titmouse at Hillcrest Park in Clovis, Curry Co., 16–23 
Dec 2017 was the first recorded in New Mexico. 

Photo taken 17 December 2017 by Jonathan P. Batkin
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BLACK-CAPPED GNATCATCHER Polioptila nigriceps (*, 1). One in Cot-
tonwood Canyon in the Peloncillo Mts., HI, 30 Aug 2020 (†, ph. NEH) represents 
New Mexico’s first accepted record away from Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 16 km to the 
south, where the Black-capped Gnatcatcher was discovered nesting in 2006. Since 
2016 it has occurred annually in Guadalupe Canyon and is presumed resident in 
small numbers (Williams 2022). 

PACIFIC WREN Troglodytes pacificus (*, 4). Two were in Nutria Canyon, MC, 16 
Dec 2012 († JAT), and single birds were in Cienega Canyon, Sandia Mts., BE, 26 Dec 
2012–16 Feb 2013 (ph. CJW; † JEP; † BRF), at Oliver Lee SP, OT, 2 Jan–9 Feb 2015 
(† CMR; † WTE; ph. JRO), and in Los Alamos Canyon, LA, 16 Jan 2016 († CMa). 
NOT ACCEPTED: The committee did not support four reports, of a silent wren 
in Los Alamos Canyon on the early date of 1 Sep 2020, another silent one in Guage 
Canyon, LA, 19 Nov 2020, of one very briefly described in Post Office Canyon, HI, 
14 Nov 2020, and one briefly and incompletely described at San Vicente Cienega, 
Silver City, 7 Nov 2022. Given that the Winter Wren outnumbers the Pacific Wren 
in New Mexico, and owing to differences in how individual observers perceive and 
interpret bird vocalizations, the committee encourages observers to submit audio 
recordings with all reports of the Pacific Wren or, at a minimum, describe what was 
heard; vague statements such as “sounded like Wilson’s Warbler” are of little value. 

SEDGE WREN Cistothorus stellaris (21, 5). Single individuals were at Bernalillo, 
SA, 22 Oct 1981 († WHH; † VHi), 10 km south of Belen, VA, 10 Nov 1981–19 Jan 
1982 († WHH; † RMa; † KMC; # MSB:Bird:8757), at BDA, SO, 22–27 Apr 2016 († 
CMB; ph. NDP; ♪ MJB; ph. MJA; † JEP), at the Santa Rosa golf course, GU, 7–9 Oct 
2021 (†, ph. RG; † WFW; † LFa), and west of Las Cruces in Mason Draw grasslands, 
DA, 9 Oct 2021 (†, ph. JAG). NOT ACCEPTED: A report of one at Bluewater Vil-
lage, CI, 10 Oct 2007. The Sedge Wren is a rare fall and spring transient and winter 
resident in New Mexico September–April, almost entirely from the RGV eastward 
(Williams 2022). 

BLUE MOCKINGBIRD Melanotis caerulescens (1, 1). New Mexico’s first was 
found at Rattlesnake Springs ED, 14 Nov 2021 and was subsequently seen by hun-
dreds (†, ph., ♪ RSN; Figure 14); it was last seen on 5 Feb 2022. The bird showed 
no signs of cage wear, and the timing of its discovery and lengthy stay matched 
the pattern of vagrancy established in Arizona (Rosenberg et al. 2011). A previous 
report, of one photographed at Las Cruces, DA, 7–8 Aug 1995, was not accepted; 
the bird was found in the same yard where single Green Jays occurred in May 1995 
and August 2007, so the NMBRC questioned its provenance. 

LONG-BILLED THRASHER Toxostoma longirostre (3, 0). NOT ACCEPTED: 
Supposed Long-billed Thrashers were reported at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 2 Mar 
1997 and at Alamogordo, OT, 28 Jan 2012, but in both cases the brief details neither 
confirmed this species nor eliminated other species. The photographs of a thrasher 
in worn plumage at the Maljamar Rest Area, LE, 14 Aug 2020 generated much 
discussion: the bird appeared intermediate between the Long-billed and Brown 
thrashers but the photos were not conclusive for either. The Long-billed is known 
as a casual vagrant to eastern New Mexico, with three accepted records since the 
first in 1995 (Williams 2022). 

ORANGE-BILLED NIGHTINGALE-THRUSH Catharus aurantiirostris (1, 1). 
One was singing in Nutria Canyon, on the southwest slope of the Zuni Mountains, 
MC, 18 Jul 2015 (†, ♪ CMR; †, ♪ NEH; †, ♪ WTE; †, ph. RCl; ph., ♪ NDP; Figure 
15). The bird sang almost continuously in the morning and evening hours and 
intermittently during mid-day but was not detected after the 18th. This constitutes 
the fourth accepted U.S. record of the Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, following 
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Figure 14. This Blue Mockingbird wintered at Rattlesnake Springs, Eddy Co., 14 Nov 
2021–5 Feb 2022, establishing New Mexico’s first accepted record. 

Photo taken 17 November 2021 by Jonathan P. Batkin

Figure 15. Providing a first record for New Mexico and the fourth for the United 
States, this Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush was singing in Nutria Canyon, Zuni 
Mts., McKinley Co., 18 Jul 2015. 

Photo by Nicholas D. Pederson
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two spring records for south Texas and a summer record for the Black Hills in South 
Dakota (Howell et al. 2014). 

VEERY Catharus fuscescens (61, 4). One seen and heard at Rattlesnake Springs, 
ED, 17 Oct 2009 († CLB) established New Mexico’s latest fall record of the Veery. 
A spring migrant was at the same location 15 May 2022 (†, ph. RSN), and another 
was singing along the Rio Chama below Abiquiu Dam, RA, 17 May 2018 († WTE). 
Up to two in streamside willows along the Rio Costilla near Costilla, TA, 23 Jun–1 
Aug 2019 (†, ph., ♪ REF) established a new locale for the species’ summering in 
northern New Mexico. NOT ACCEPTED: The report of one at Clayton, UN, on 
the exceptionally late date of 11 Nov 1984 had no useful details. The brief report of 
one at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, on the remarkably early dates of 21 and 22 Apr 2018 
failed to eliminate similar Catharus thrushes. The Veery is a rarely detected spring 
and fall transient primarily through eastern New Mexico and a very local breeder 
in the mountains of northern New Mexico (Williams 2022).  

GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH Catharus minimus (9, 4). One was at Boone’s Draw, 
RO, 13 May 2012 (†, ph. NDP; †, ph. MJB), and another was there 17 May 2012 († 
WFW). One was at Ned Houk Park, CU, 14 May 2012 (†, ph., ♪ CJW), and one was 
at Fort Sumner, DB, 20 May 2012 (†, ph. NDP; † MJB). These four records, coming 
within a span of eight days, almost doubled the number of accepted New Mexico 
records since the first, of a specimen collected 13 May 1971. NOT ACCEPTED: 
The report of one at Ramon, LI, 15 May 2009 did not eliminate similar, more likely 
species of Catharus.

WOOD THRUSH Hylocichla mustelina (74, 27). One at Los Alamos, LA, 13–18 
Oct 1956 († WBL; ph. PRS) was the first recorded in New Mexico. More recently, 
Wood Thrushes occurred in the RGV at Galisteo, SF, 8–9 Oct 2012 († BRF; †, ph. 
CLA; † RCl) and 17–18 May 2015 († BRF; †, ph. JPB), at Bernalillo, SA, on the late 
dates of 16 Nov 2014 († CNi; † GMa) and 9–18 Nov 2020 (ph. CNi), at Albuquerque, 
BE, 2 Jun 2020 († NDP) and 12 May 2021 († EFG; † JLW; ph. MJA), and south of 
Radium Springs, DA, 3–9 Nov 2020 († MTS; ph. JEZ). In the east, single birds were 
at Sumner Dam, DB, 23 Sep 2011 († JEP), Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 14–15 May 2016 
(† GMB; † PSW; † JRO) and 25 Apr–1 May 2021 (†, ph. RSN; †, ph. LWa), Maljamar, 
LE, 28 Sep 2020 (†, ph. PEC), and Boone’s Draw, RO, 1 Oct 2011 († CLB) and 9 Oct 
2010 († MJB; † NDP; # MSB:Bird:29857). The MMT, RO, accounted for 12 records: 
1 Oct 2010 († JEP; ph. JRO), 6 May 2011 († JEP; ph. JRO), 16 Sep 2011 († JEP; ph. 
JRO), 24 Sep 2013 (ph. AHe), 19 Oct 2014 (ph. JRO), 19 Sep 2015 († JEP), 6–9 Oct 
2016 († JRO; ph. JWS), 23 Apr 2017 (†, ph. GMB), 14–16 May 2018 († TJa; ph. RD’A), 
17 May 2020 († JEP; † JLW), 27 Sep 2020 († JEP; †, ph. GMB; †, ph. CSp), and 10 Oct 
2020 († JEP; †, ph. NEH). In the west, where the Wood Thrush is casual, one was at 
Zuni’s Blackrock Dam, MC, 22 Sep 2019 († JAT). NOT ACCEPTED: The report of 
one at Bandelier NM, LA, 19 Jul 2003 lacked details sufficient for acceptance of an 
exceptional mid-summer record.

RUFOUS-BACKED ROBIN Turdus rufopalliatus (23, 14). On New Mexico’s 
eastern plains, where the Rufous-backed Robin is especially notable, one was south 
of Cannon AFB, CU, 19–22 Nov 2010 (ph. JLo) and at the MMT, RO, 9–10 Oct 2013 
(ph. SDC). In the RGV, single birds were at Bosquecito, SO, 17–19 Nov 2002 († GKe; 
ph. JRO), Percha Dam SP, SI, 10 Oct 2009 (ph. CJW) and 12 Jan–23 Apr 2022 († BSc; 
ph. TBG), Leasburg Dam SP, DA, 8–15 May 2016 (†, ph. WTE; ph. DTM), La Union, 
DA, 22 Jan–4 Feb 2018 (ph. DAB), and Santa Teresa, DA, 3 Nov 2020 (†, ph. PRu). 
Records from the southwest were of one was at the Gila Bird Area, GR, 18–26 Feb 
2017 († BRi; †, ph. JBS), one north of Faywood, GR, 29 Mar 2021 († AMo), one at 
Dunagan’s Crossing, HI, 23 Feb 2015 († DJG), one at Rodeo, HI, 14 Oct 2008 († REW), 
and one in Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 21 Oct 2017 (†, ♪ NEH; † CMR; †, ♪ WTE). 
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VARIED THRUSH Ixoreus naevius (60, 23). Unexpected in mid-summer, one 
was at Chaco Canyon, SJ, 23–24 Jun 2008 (†, ph. DTL). In western New Mexico, at 
more typical times, were one at Zuni’s Blackrock Dam, MC, 15 Dec 2012 († ChC), 
one at Glenwood, CA, 29 Oct 2020 (†, ph. JCo; † RMo), and one at Silver City, GR, 
19–20 Nov 2009 (†, ph. DAZ). In the north, one was in the Sangre de Cristo Mts. at 
Valle Escondido, TA, 10–14 Nov 2020 († DKi; ph. GSt; ph. KDe). In the RGV, single 
birds were at Santa Fe, SF, 30 Dec 2014–10 Jan 2015 (ph. FFr; † CGr), in upper Santa 
Fe Canyon, SF, 5–23 Dec 2017 († SPi; † RCl; ph. JPB), in Los Alamos Canyon, LA, 
16 Jan 2013 (ph. CDH), in the Corrales bosque, SA, 21–26 Oct 2020 (†, ph. OJS; 
†, ph. JBP), at Albuquerque’s Alameda bridge, BE, 3 Feb 2015 († DCP), in Cienega 
Canyon, Sandia Mts., BE, 8 Mar 2009 († CMB; † JEP), near Tijeras in Otero Canyon, 
BE, 24 Apr 2011 († AGo), near Sandia Park, BE, 17 Nov 2014 (ph. MJD), at Caballo 
Lake, SI, 16 Nov 2010 (ph. DJC), and in the San Andres Mts. at San Andres Spring, 
DA, 22–23 Apr 2014 († MEW) and 28 Oct 2014 († MEW). One was in the Gallinas 
Mts. 17–18 Apr 2021 (†, ph. ABJ). In the east, single Varied Thrushes were at Yeso, 
DB, 25 Apr 2022 (†, ph. TWo), at Milnesand, RO, 4–5 Oct 2010 (†, ph. GMB) and 
18 Nov 2018 (ph. AWi), at Maljamar, LE, 18–19 Nov 2016 († KBO; ph. DBN), and 
Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 18 Oct 2011 (ph. JHa). NOT ACCEPTED: Reports of one 
incompletely described from Torreon, TO, 11 Apr 2004 and one only heard near 
Glorieta, SF, 17 Mar 2020.

NORTHERN WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe (1, 1). A female at Fort Sumner’s 
Bosque Redondo Park, DB, 7–15 Apr 2014 († BWr; †, ph. CDe; Figure 16) added 
a new species and family (Muscicapidae) to New Mexico’s state list. The species is 
seldom reported anywhere in interior western North America.

PURPLE FINCH Haemorhous purpureus (42, 9). In eastern New Mexico, one 
was at Portales, RO, 27–28 Oct 2014 (ph. JLo), two were there 12–23 Nov 2020 (ph. 
TDW), one was at Milnesand, RO, 6 Nov 2020 (ph. GMB), and one was at Bosque 

SEVENTH REPORT OF THE NEW MEXICO BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Figure 16. This female Northern Wheatear at Bosque Redondo Park near Fort 
Sumner, De Baca Co., 7–15 Apr 2014, furnished New Mexico’s first record. 

Photo taken 7 April 2014 by Coen Dexter
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Redondo, DB, 15 Nov 2020 (†, ph. MJB). In the RGV, one was at Percha Dam SP, SI, 
27 Dec 2014 (†, ph. JMG), a male was there 29 Dec 2016–5 Mar 2017 († BKP; ph. 
ACo; ph. NDP; †, ph. WTE), and two birds were there 25 Dec 2020–27 Mar 2021(†, 
ph. PEC; †, ph. EFG; †, ph. DTi). Single individuals were at BDA, SO, 21 Oct 2018 
(†, ph. NDP, †, ph. WTE) and Las Cruces, DA, 25–27 Nov 2021 (RCC). All birds 
accepted in this report were photographed and were identified as the eastern subspe-
cies purpureus. It is the race expected in New Mexico, where to date there are but 
two confirmed records of the western californicus (Rutt et al. 2014, Williams 2022). 
NOT ACCEPTED: Photos of a purported adult male Purple Finch at Portales 25 
Oct 2019 showed an especially bright House Finch. 

COMMON REDPOLL Acanthis flammea (7, 4). One was at San Marcos, SF, 22 
Dec 2011–18 Feb 2012 (†, ph. RBO; ph. JPB; ph. BRF; ph. JRO). In northeastern 
New Mexico, one was in the Dry Cimarron Valley, UN, 24 Nov 2012 (ph. MJB; ph. 
NDP), and another was at Clayton, UN, 19–20 Jan 2018 (†, ph. MJB; †, ph. NDP; † 
JEP). Extremely early and far south of expected was one at a feeder in Albuquerque, 
BE, 3–5 Oct 2021 (ph. REd; †, ph. MJA) and what—on the basis of photos, proxim-
ity, and timing—was believed to be the same individual visiting feeders even farther 
south at BDA, SO, 7 Oct 2021 (†, ph. SML). NOT ACCEPTED: Receiving little 
support was a report of one heard in flight at Maxwell NWR, CO, 24 Nov 2021; the 
brief description of the call was insufficient to confirm such a rarity in New Mexico. 

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL Loxia leucoptera (33, 3). Up to three were at 
Sandia Crest, BE, 25–31 Oct 2014 (†, ph. DYo; ph. CMB; † DLH), one was at the 
Santa Fe Ski Basin, SF, 3 Oct 2014 († JPB), and one was in the mountains north of 
Red River, TA, 15 Jul 2017 (†, ph. REF). The species is an occasional transient and 
breeder in the mountains of northern New Mexico. 

LAWRENCE’S GOLDFINCH Spinus lawrencei (*, 1). One record was reviewed 
and accepted: three at Granite Gap Preserve, HI, 17 Oct 2012 (ph. TBG). The New 
Mexico status of Lawrence’s Goldfinch has changed greatly over the past decade: 
the species has increased in frequency of occurrence, numbers of records, and 
(especially) numbers of individuals. as well as duration of presence and geographic 
distribution, to the extent that it no longer meets our criteria for a review species 
and was removed from the review list. 

SMITH’S LONGSPUR Calcarius pictus (2, 2). A female at a stock tank on the 
McGregor Range, Otero Mesa, OT, 6 May 2011 (†, ph. RAM; Figure 17) was New 
Mexico’s first Smith’s Longspur confirmed by photo or specimen. A report of a bright 
male at a turf farm at Santa Teresa, DA, 11 Nov 1986 († BRZ), was accepted sub-
sequently. Meyer and Williams (2012) detailed these two records and summarized 
earlier questionable New Mexico reports.

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis (4, 1). One at Stubblefield Lake, CO, 
8–30 Dec 2016 (ph. JRO; † JEP; †, ph. RC; Figure 18) provided New Mexico’s fourth 
record. All four of these Snow Bunting records were along the east base of the Sangre 
de Cristo Mts. in late fall or early winter. NOT ACCEPTED: One reported in the 
southeast near Lingo, RO, 5 Apr 2013.

RUFOUS-WINGED SPARROW Peucaea carpalis (*, 1). Up to three were docu-
mented in Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 3 Jan 2011, and the species continued there into 
the spring 2011 (†, ph. NDP; †, ph. JPB; Figure 19)—New Mexico’s first record. 
Subsequently, it became apparent that the Rufous-winged Sparrow was resident and 
breeding in the New Mexico portion of the canyon, with birds found there annually 
since 2011. The committee now reviews only records from outside of Guadalupe 
Canyon. NOT ACCEPTED: The details for one reported in the RGV at Percha Dam 
SP, SI, 9 March 2016 did not eliminate other, more likely species. 
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Figure 17. This female Smith’s Longspur on Otero Mesa, Otero Co., 6 May 2011, 
provided the first confirmed record for New Mexico. 

Photo by Raymond A. Meyer

Figure 18. Representing New Mexico’s fourth record of the Snow Bunting, this 
individual was at Stubblefield Lake, Colfax Co., 8–30 Dec 2016. 

Photo taken 10 December 2016 by Nancy E. Hetrick
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Figure 19. First discovered in Guadalupe Canyon, Hidalgo Co., on 3 Jan 2011, the 
Rufous-winged Sparrow was soon established as a breeding resident there. 

Photo taken 8 January 2011 by Jerry R. Oldenettel

Figure 20. Providing New Mexico’s second record, this Nelson’s Sparrow was near 
Santa Rosa, Guadalupe Co., 7–9 Oct 2020; it was one of two found in the state that 
month. 

Photo taken 8 October 2020 by Jonathan P. Batkin
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LECONTE’S SPARROW Ammospiza leconteii (23, 5). At least six were at Big 
Mesa, Conchas Lake, SM, 9 Dec 1998–21 Apr 1999 († WFW; †, ph. JRO; † JEP). 
Single individuals were at Fred Baca Park, TA, 8 May 1991 († CMR), Clabber Hill 
Ranch, SM, 22 Oct 2003 († WFW; ph. JDA), Blue Hole Cienega, Santa Rosa, GU, 
22–23 Oct 2011 (†, ph. NDP, † MJB), and Storrie Lake, SM, 18–24 Oct 2020 (†, ph. 
SEM). NOT ACCEPTED: Early fall reports of five individuals at Lake Avalon, ED, 
16 Sep 1978 and one each at Hammwell Tank, Guadalupe Mts., ED, 16 Sep 2001, 
Mesa Rest Area, CH, 17 Sep 2015, and Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 20 Sep 2015 failed to 
establish the birds’ identity. Neither did reports from Washington Ranch, ED, 14 Oct 
1978 or Acomita Lake, CI, 8 Feb 2013 establish the birds’ identity. LeConte’s Spar-
row is a rare transient and winter resident; earliest accepted fall arrival is 3 October. 

NELSON’S SPARROW Ammospiza nelsoni (3, 2). One was at Santa Rosa’s Tres 
Lagunas, GU, 7–9 Oct 2020 (†, ph. NDP; † MJB; Figure 20), another at Ute Lake, 
QU, 9–11 Oct 2020 (†, ph. JFi; ph. RLV). Following the first in September 2003, 
these represent only the second and third New Mexico records (Williams 2022).

EASTERN TOWHEE Pipilo erythrophthalmus (19, 7). In east, single individuals 
were at the MMT, RO, 4–6 May 2006 (†, ph. CGL; † JEP), 14–17 Oct 2010 (†, ph. 
JRO; † JEP), and 21 Nov 2011 (†, ph. LLe), and one was at the Bitter Lake NWR 
visitor center, CH, 9 Jan–1 Feb 2015 († RMo; ph. JRO; † JEP). In the RGV were one 
at Galisteo, SF, 19–20 Apr 2013 († WTE; ph. JPB; ph. BRF), one at Los Lunas, VA, 
13 Jan 2019 (ph. NTa), and one at the BDA visitor center, SO, 10 Dec 2017–5 May 
2018 (ph. AWa; † JEP). NOT ACCEPTED: Towhees photographed at Milnesand, RO, 
5–6 Oct 2012 and at the MMT, RO, 28–30 Oct 2011 were hybrids with the Spotted 
Towhee (P. maculatus). The report of a supposed Eastern Towhee seen briefly at 
Mesilla Valley Bosque SP, DA, on the very early date of 17 Sep 2017 omitted some 
field marks and did not consider the possibility of hybridization. 

BOBOLINK Dolichonyx oryzivorus (*, 2). A spring transient was at Las Vegas 
NWR, SM, 9 Jun 2016 (†, ph. WJ-W). A fall transient, identified by its distinctive 
“bwink” call, was at Sumner Lake, DB, 13 Sep 2020 († EFG; † PEC). In northern 
New Mexico’s Chama Valley, RA, where first found in July 1925, Bobolinks sum-
mered intermittently for many years, primarily in hay fields near Los Ojos, but 
were last reported breeding in 2000. The species now occurs in New Mexico only 
as a rare transient. 

STREAK-BACKED ORIOLE Icterus pustulatus (5, 3). A female was 5 km south 
of Radium Springs, DA, 20 Dec 2003 († MTS; ph. JEZ). An adult male was at Rattle-
snake Springs, ED, 10 Nov 2013–3 May 2014 (†, ph. RSN), and an immature was at 
the same site 25 Oct–10 Nov 2015 (†, ph. RSN). New Mexico’s five accepted Streak-
backed Orioles were all first detected during late fall or early winter (Williams 2022).

BALTIMORE ORIOLE Icterus galbula (115, 24). In the RGV and environs, single 
Baltimore Orioles were at Ranchos de Taos, TA, 18–19 May 2010 (†, ph. SaS), near 
Mendanales, RA, 11 May 2019 (†, ph. ASh), at Kirtland AFB’s Coyote Springs, BE, 
30 Apr 2021 (†, ph. MJB), at Escondida Lake, SO, 14–15 May 2010 (†, ph. SLa), at 
Socorro’s Turtle Bay, SO, 4 Jan–16 Mar 2020 (†, ph. SEM; †, ph. BSm; †, ph. JAG), at 
Luis Lopez, SO, 8 May 2015 († MJB; †, ph. SFu), and 5 km south of Radium Springs, 
DA, 7–8 Sep 2009 († MTS; ph. JEZ) and 28–31 Aug 2012 († MTS; ph. JEZ). In the 
east, one each was at Alamocita Ranch, HA, 12 May 2019 (†, ph. CMR; †, ph. NEH), 
south of Cannon AFB, CU, 8 Sep 2021 (†, ph. DGW), at Clovis, CU, 19–23 Sep 2020 
(† JEP; †, ph. JFi), at Portales, RO, 11 Sep 2020 (†, ph. KLP), at Boone’s Draw, RO, 
8–9 Sep 2010 (ph. CLB; † MOH) and 10 Sep 2016 († MJB; † NDP), at Milnesand, 
RO, 3 Oct 2016 (†, ph. GMB), at Ramon, LI, 3 Sep 2016 († CMR; ph. SDr), at the 
Conoco pond, LE, 3 Mar 2021 (†, ph. RSN), and at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 13 Sep 
2014 (†, ph. RSN); two birds were at the last site 18–20 Sep 2020 (†, ph. RLV; †, ph. 
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RSN). The MMT, RO, accounted for five records: 13–15 Sep 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO; †, 
ph. NEH), 3 May 2015 († JEP), 19 Sep 2015 († JEP; † CMR), 16–17 Sep 2016 († JEP; 
ph. JRO), and 18 May 2018 († JEP; †, ph. WJ-W). NOT ACCEPTED: Photographs 
of a purported Baltimore Oriole at Elephant Butte, SI, 25 Sep–1 Oct 2009 appeared 
to be of a Bullock’s Oriole (I. bullockii) or possibly of a hybrid with that species. A 
report from the MMT 13 May 2015 did not rule out Bullock’s or a hybrid. 

RUSTY BLACKBIRD Euphagus carolinus (131, 3). Four were near a feedlot 5 km 
northeast of Clayton, UN, 3 Dec 2016 († DLH). Two were at Maxwell NWR, CO, 4 
Dec 2016 (†, ph. RCl). One in the Monticello Box, w. SO, 29 Dec 2016–27 Feb 2017 
(ph. MKR) was a first for the San Mateo Mts.; the species is rarely found anywhere 
west of the RGV. Annual in New Mexico since 2005, the Rusty Blackbird increased 
in numbers and distribution over the past decade, averaging about 5 records (and 
11 individuals) per year, and has been removed from the review list. 

WORM-EATING WARBLER Helmitheros vermivorum (112, 9). In western New 
Mexico, one was at Rodeo, HI, 8 Jun 2008 († REW). In the RGV, one was at Cerrillos, 
SF, 7 Jul 2014 († ACF) and one was in Albuquerque’s South Valley, BE, 14 May 2015 
(† WEM), where another was found 5 Oct 2015 († WEM). In the east, single birds 
were at an I-25 rest area south of Tinaja, CO, 17 April 2012 (ph. IPr; ph. WPr), at Las 
Vegas, SM, 17 Apr 2016 († WJ-W), at Pecos NM, SM, 16 Apr 2010 (†, ph. BCG; † 
KMe), at Santa Rosa, GU, 23 May 2013 († WFW), and at the MMT, RO, 9 May 2015 
(† JEP; ph. JRO). First found in New Mexico in 1958, the Worm-eating Warbler has 
averaged about 2 records per year over the past decade.

LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH Parkesia motacilla (44, 27). One in Little Bear 
Canyon, Gila Wilderness, CA, 4 Dec 2001 († GJL) was the first recorded in New 
Mexico in early winter. One in Dog Canyon at Oliver Lee SP, OT, 22 Dec 2017–18 
Feb 2018 (ph. DMS; †, ph. CMR; †, ph. NEH) became the first known to overwinter. 
Other occurrences were during migration. In the northwest, one was at Grants, CI, 
4 Apr 2022 (†, ph. NEH). In the RGV, one each was at Galisteo, SF, 18–27 Sep 2015 
(† DCP; †, ph. JPB; †, ph. BRF), at Turtle Bay, Socorro, SO, 27 Mar–3 Apr 1999 († 
PBa; †, ph. JRO), along Las Animas Creek on the Ladder Ranch, SI, 12 May 2009 
(†, ph. NEH), at Leasburg Dam SP, DA, 21–24 Apr 2021 (†, ph. CJG; †, ph. JLY), 
and in Soledad Canyon, Organ Mts., DA, 26 Jul 2012 (†, ph. DJG). In the east was 
one at a prairie grove 10 km north of San Jon, QU, 6 Aug 2012 (†, ph. WWi), at the 
MMT, RO, 29 Apr 2011 († SDC) and 13 Sep 2013 († JEP), at Oasis SP, RO, 6–17 
Aug 2012 (†, ph. DGW; ph. JLo), at the Maljamar Rest Area, LE, 7 Apr 2018 (†, ph. 
PDC), Eunice, LE, 11 Aug 2011 († WWi), and Allread Tank west of Eunice, LE, 12 
Aug 1991 († PSW). At the Conoco pond, LE, was one each 1–5 Sep 2015 († CLB; ph. 
JRO; † JEP), 26 Jul 2016 († CLB), 18–20 Aug 2019 (†, ph. RSN; †, ph. NEH), 18–20 
Sep 2019 († CLB; †, ph. RSN), and 11 Aug 2021 (†, ph. JFi; †, ph. JWe; †, ph. JBP). 
Single individuals were at Rattlesnake Springs and adjacent Washington Ranch, ED, 
9 Apr 2011 (†, ph. NEH), 8–19 Aug 2012 († CLA; †, ph. RSN), 10–11 Aug 2013 († 
JEP; ph., NDP), 8 Aug 2014 († JEP), 21–28 Aug 2016 (†, ph. RSN), 7–10 Sep 2019 (†, 
ph. DKe; †, ph. RSN), and 3–4 Apr 2021 (†, ph. RSN). NOT ACCEPTED: Incomplete 
details and/or an inconclusive photo failed to establish the identity of waterthrushes 
reported at Washington Ranch 26 Aug 2000 or at Rattlesnake Springs 13 Sep 2020. 
First found in New Mexico in 1980, the Louisiana Waterthrush has been recorded 
in 19 of the past 25 years, averaging 1.4 records per year. 

GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora chrysoptera (49, 21). In western New 
Mexico, one was at Silver City, GR, 26 Sep 2015 (†, ph. JBS). In the RGV, one was 
banded in upper Sandia Canyon, LA, 8 May 2014 (†, ph. CDH), another at BDA, 
SO, 15 May 1997 (†, ph. DLH). Others were at Glorieta, SF, 4 Jun 2020 (†, ph. ASc), 
Galisteo, SF, 22 May 2004 († JPB) and 23 May 2021 (†, ph. ReL), the Rio Grande 
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Nature Center, BE, 12 May 2004 († MRa; † CMB), and the University of New Mexico, 
BE, 24 May 2019 (†, ph. ABJ). In the east, single individuals were at Santa Rosa, GU, 
26 Apr 2009 († CMR; †, ph. MOH), Spirithaven Ranch 8 km south of Santa Rosa, 
GU, 23 Sep 2008 († WFW), and Sumner Dam, DB, 21–22 Sep 2011 († MOH; ph. 
SBr).Two migrant traps in Roosevelt Co. accounted for 10 records: six at the MMT, 
of one each 28 Sept 2007 (ph. JRO; † JEP), 29 Sep 2012 († CLA), 16 Sep 2013 († 
KSS), 10 Sep 2016 († KSS), 16 Sep 2019 (†, ph. APa), and 25 Sep 2021 († JEP), and 
at Boone’s Draw, of one each 18 Sep 2011 (ph. SDC), 1 May 2012 (†, ph. NDP; †, 
ph. MJB), 14 May 2012 (†, ph. JPB; ph. CJW), and 8–10 May 2020 (ph. MJB). NOT 
ACCEPTED: One was reported from the Nichols Canyon area along the Gila River, 
GR, on the surprising mid-summer date of 2 Jul 2013, but the details provided were 
incomplete and contradictory and not adequate for such an unusual record. 

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora cyanoptera (47, 14). In southwestern 
New Mexico, one was at Clanton Cienega, HI, 14 May 2016 († NM-C; †, ph. RAR; 
ph. JTS), another in Guadalupe Canyon, HI, 4 Sep 2016 (†, ph. WTE). In the RGV, 
one each was at Los Alamos, LA, 7–10 May 2016 (†, ph. MiS), Galisteo, SF, 12 May 
2016 († RCl; †, ph. JPB), Leasburg Dam SP, DA, 16 May 2018 (†, ph. CJG), and at 
BDA, SO, where banded on the late date of 5 Jun 1997 (†, ph. DLH). In the east, 
single birds were at the MMT, RO, 24 Oct 2009 († CMR), 25 Sep 2011 († JRO), 17–19 
Oct 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO; † CMR), and 17 May 2020 (†, ph. GMB; †, ph. JLW), at 
Boone’s Draw, RO, 7 May 2011 († MJB, † NDP) and 14 May 2011 († DJK; † CJW), 
and at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 4–5 May 2012 († RSN; † PSW) and 11 Aug 2013 
(† MJB; ph. JRO). 

SWAINSON’S WARBLER Limnothlypis swainsonii (14, 8). In eastern New 
Mexico, single Swainson’s Warblers were at Boone’s Draw, RO, 27–28 May 2005 († 
JEP; † JRO), at the MMT, RO, 10–15 May 2017 († WFW; †, ph. RGu) and 26 Apr 
2019 († JEP), in the Rattlesnake Springs/Washington Ranch area, ED, 17 May 1990 
(† CLB), 3 Aug 2016 († PSW), and 14–17 May 2022 († RKo; †, ph. DTi, †, ph. JFi), 
and at Encino, TO, 23 May 2020 (ph. SBr). In the RGV, one was singing at Corrales, 
SA, 24 May 2011 († DJK). 

TENNESSEE WARBLER Leiothlypis peregrina (95*, 16). In western New Mexico 
were one each in Big Water Canyon, Zuni Mts., CI, 10 Sep 2017 († JAT), in Little 
Cherry Creek Canyon, Pinos Altos Mts., GR, 29 Sep–3 Oct 2021 (ph. NDP, MJB), 
and at Deming, LU, 6 Nov 2012 († LKM). In the RGV were one each in the Jemez 
Mts. near Los Alamos, LA, 7–8 May 2016 (†, ph. JoF), at Madrid, SF, 18–20 Nov 2008 
(†, ph. LAS), at Galisteo, SF, 16 May 2020 (†, ph. EFG), in Cienega Canyon, Sandia 
Mts., BE, 4–10 May 2016 (†, ph. WEM), at three locales in Albuquerque, BE, 10–13 
Apr 2020 (†, ph. CMR), 2 May 2020 (†, ph. DDo), and 16 May 2021 (†, ph. ATT; † 
FOr), at Bosquecito, SO, 8 May 2021 (ph. GBa), at Percha Dam SP, SI, 1 May 2021 
(† EFG; † JLW), and at La Union, DA, 22 May 2018 († DAB). In the east, one was 
at Sumner Dam, DB, 1 May 2021 († NDP; † MJB), a male was at Bosque Redondo, 
DB, 10 May 2020 († JEP), and a female was there 16 May 2020 (†, ph. MJB). NOT 
ACCEPTED: One was reported as photographed at the MMT, RO, 7 Oct 2016, but 
the photos were of an Orange-crowned Warbler. Details accompanying four other 
reports, of one each at Eldorado, SF, 10 Sep 2016, the MMT, RO, 9 Oct 2016 and 
2 May 2020, and the Texico marsh, CU, 10 May 2019, did not clearly identify this 
species or rule out others. 

MOURNING WARBLER Geothlypis philadelphia (22, 13). In western New 
Mexico, one was at Zuni’s Blackrock bosque, MC, 28 Aug 1996 († JAT). In the RGV 
were one each at the Corrales bosque, SA, 6 Jun 2011 († TWF), Rio Grande Nature 
Center, BE, 12 May 2009 († CMR), and south of the Montaño bridge in Albuquerque, 
BE, 11 May 2009 (†, ph. JBP). One at BDA, SO, 12–13 May 2004 (†, ph. WYo) and 
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another at San Andres Spring, DA, 11 Sep 2014 (ph. MEW) were banded. In the east, 
single Mourning Warblers were below Sumner Dam, DB, 18 Sep 2010 († CLB), at 
Ned Houk Park, CU, 23 May 2014 († DCu; ph. REK), at the MMT, RO, 12 May 2001 
(† JEP; ph. JRO) and 12 May 2012 († JEP; ph. JRO; †, ph. NEH; ph. SDC), at Boone’s 
Draw, RO, 27 May 2001 († JRO) and 5 Sep 2010 († MJB; †, ph. CJW, † NDP), and 
at Milnesand, RO, 14 Sep 2019 (†, ph. NDP).

KENTUCKY WARBLER Geothlypis formosa (111, 12). In eastern New Mexico 
were one each at Ned Houk Park, CU, 30 Apr 2016 († JEP; ph. JRO), at the MMT, 
RO, 11–14 May 2016 († JEP), at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 30 Apr 2016 (†, ph. RSN), 
30 Apr 2017 (†, ph. RSN), and 20 Apr 2021 (ph. RGu), at Portales, RO, 26 Apr 2022 
(ph. TDW), at Eunice, LE, 7 May 2022 (ph. PWM), and at Bosque Redondo Park, 
DB, 17 May 2022 († WFW). In the RGV were one each 5 km south of Radium 
Springs, DA, 27–28 Apr 2014 († MTS; † JEZ), in the San Andres Mts. at San Andres 
Spring, DA, 17 May 2016 (†, ph. MEW), in the Sandia Mts. in Embudito Canyon, 
BE, 17–24 Apr 2021 (ph. IPS), and in the northeast heights of Albuquerque, BE, 7 
Jun 2022 (†, ph. RBu). 

CAPE MAY WARBLER Setophaga tigrina (19, 8). Presumed late spring migrants 
in northern New Mexico were a singing male at Sipapu Lodge, TA, 9 Jun 2006 († 
JEP) and a male taken unharmed from a cat near Cerrillos, SF, 28 Jun 2016 (†, ph. 
MEW). Other spring migrants were single males in the Burro Mts., GR, 24 May 
2017 (†, ph. MBR) and Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 30 Apr 2019 (ph. SHe; † ADa). Fall 
migrants were at the MMT, RO, 24 Oct 2020 († JEP; ph. RLV) and in Water Canyon, 
Magdalena Mts., SO, 8–10 Nov 2007 (†, ph. CWo). New Mexico’s first winter record 
of the Cape May Warbler was established by one in Tellbrook Park at Las Cruces, 
DA, 8–15 Jan 2020 (†, ph. TJo), the second by another at Portales, RO, 20 Jan–3 Mar 
2022 (ph. IMa; ph. MVa; † JEP). Historically, numbers of detections in New Mexico 
have tracked budworm outbreaks in the species’ breeding range (Williams 2013). 

CERULEAN WARBLER Setophaga cerulea (5, 4). A female was at Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 19 Apr 1989 (†PSW), a female or immature was at Percha SP, SI, 5–7 
Oct 1991 († JEP; † LPG), a singing male was near Piedra Lisa Spring, Sandia Mts., 
SA, 22 May 1994 († MRa), and a male was in se. Albuquerque, BE, 15 May 2021 († 
EFG; †, ph. MJA). There are now five accepted New Mexico records; details on the 
first four plus analysis of published erroneous and questionable reports of the species 
in the state were detailed by Williams (2020). 

TROPICAL PARULA Setophaga pitiayumi (1, 1). A second-year male singing 
at Washington Ranch, ED, 3 May–10 Jun 2022 (†, ph. ♪ WFW; Figure 21) was seen 
by many and the first Tropical Parula confirmed in New Mexico. An earlier (2005) 
single-observer sight record is now under review. 

MAGNOLIA WARBLER Setophaga magnolia (139, 4). One at the MMT, RO, 
18–20 Nov 2011 († JEP; ph. SDC) was the first recorded in New Mexico in Novem-
ber. Others there were one each 1 Jun 2012 († JEP) and 4 Oct 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO). 
One was at Galisteo, SF, 6 Oct 2014 († RCl; †, ph. JPB). Averaging over 6 records 
per year during the decade ending 2015, the Magnolia Warbler has been removed 
from the NMBRC’s review list. 

BAY-BREASTED WARBLER Setophaga castanea (37, 12). At the MMT, RO, 
four were noted in spring: 11 May 2002 († JEP; †, ph. JRO), 18 May 2002 († JEP; 
†, ph. JRO), 14–15 May 2005 († JEP; †, ph. JRO), and 9 May 2012 († JEP; ph. MJB; 
ph. CJW), two in fall: 16 Sep 2003 († DJK) and 4 Oct 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO). Also 
in eastern New Mexico was a late individual at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 15 Nov 
2015 (†, ph. RSN). One was banded at BDA, SO, 13–14 May 1997 (†, ph. DLH). A 
singing male was in Comales Canyon, Sangre de Cristo Mts., TA, 4–11 Jul 1992 († 
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RAM; † CLB). Wintering individuals were at Mountain View Cemetery, Deming, 
LU, 27 Dec 2013–3 Feb 2014 (†, ph. CGL) and the Alameda bridge at Albuquerque, 
BE, 1–29 Dec 2018 († JEP; ph. JRO). One Bay-breasted Warbler was at Commodore 
Tank near the Big Hatcher Mts., HI, 29 May 2021 (†, ph. MHa). NOT ACCEPTED: 
Details were insufficient for ones reported in Cienega Canyon, Sandia Mts., BE, 
4–13 Sep 1979, at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 25–30 Sep 1979, and along Eagle Creek 
west of Alto, LI, 17 Jun 2020. 

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER Setophaga fusca (49, 25). In eastern New Mexico, 
the MMT, RO, accounted for 12 records of single birds: 15 May 2005 († JEP; ph. JRO; 
† CMR), 13 Oct 2006 († JEP; † MJB), 9 Sep 2007 († MJB; † NDP; ph. JRO; † WHH; 
† JPB), 13–14 Sep 2007 († JEP), 19 May 2009 († MTS; ph. JEZ; †, ph. NEH), 26 Aug 
2010 († AMK), 30 Sep–1 Oct 2011 († MJB; † JPB; † NEH), 9 Sep 2012 († MOH), 
29 Sep 2012 († JEP; ph. JRO), 18 Oct 2013 (ph. JRO; † JEP), 13–14 Oct 2018 († JEP; 
†GMB; †, ph. NEH), and 23–24 Sep 2021 (ph. HTe; † JEP; † DGB). Others in the 
east were one each at Clayton Lake, UN, 16 May 2014 (ph. JRO), at Oasis SP, RO, 
21 Aug 2012 (ph. CLA), at Boone’s Draw, RO, 15 May 2011 (†, ph. MJB; ph. CJW, 
† NDP; # MSB:Bird:30584), and at Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 15 May 2009 († DJK). 
In the RGV, one each was at the Buffalo Thunder Casino, Pojoaque, SF, 24–30 Sep 
2020 (†, ph. ReL), at Galisteo, SF, 22 May 2011 († ph. BRF), at White Rock, LA, 3 
Oct 2017 (ph. RWa), at Albuquerque, BE, 13 Oct 2019 (†, ph. DGB), at Cedar Crest, 
BE, 28–30 Apr 2009 († JDL; ph. SHL), in Water Canyon, SO, 15 May 2005 (ph. RRe; 
ph. C. Pa; † JLi), BDA, SO, 13 May 2012 († PMB), at San Andres Spring, DA, 7 Oct 
2014 (†, ph. MEW), and on Otero Mesa, OT, 27 Sep 2009 († PSW).

BLACKPOLL WARBLER Setophaga striata (123, 20). In the RGV, single indi-
viduals were at Fred Baca Park, TA, 19 May 2013 (ph. A&JT), at the old bridge at 
Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo, RA, 27 May 2013 (ph. BRF), at Santa Fe, SF, 26 Apr 2020 
(† LHo), at Bandelier NM’s visitor center, SA, 15 May 2013 (ph. AmW), at Albu-

Figure 21. This vocal second-year Tropical Parula was at Washington Ranch, Eddy 
Co., for just over a month, 3 May–10 Jun 2022, and provided the first confirmed 
record for New Mexico. 

Photo taken 4 May 2022 by Jack B. Parlapiano
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querque, BE, 4 June 2011 († CMR), 19–20 May 2015 (†, ph. WEM), 12 Jun 2016 († 
JBV), and 27 Apr 2022 (†, SHu; † LAS), at Socorro, SO, 6 May 2013 (ph. JRO), at 
Luis Lopez, SO, 25 Oct 2018 (†, ph. SFu), and at Mesilla Valley Bosque SP, DA, 23 
Sep 2016 (†, ph. WTE). In the Tularosa Basin, one was at Oliver Lee SP, OT, 1 May 
2013 (ph. RBa). In the east, one was at Cannon AFB, CU, 13 May 2016, CU, (ph. 
DGW), at Sumner Dam, DB, 24 Sep 2021 (†, ph. MJB), and at Boone’s Draw, RO, 
11 May 1995 († CLB), while the MMT, RO, produced five records, of one each 10 
May 2013 († JEP; ph. JRO), 15 May 2015 († JEP), 13 May 2017 († JEP; ph. DJK), 8 
Oct 2017 († JEP), and 3–5 May 2020 (†, ph. GMB). NOT ACCEPTED: The identity 
of ones reported at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 14 Apr 2006 and at Albuquerque 29 
Apr 2017 was not established. First found in New Mexico in 1954, the Blackpoll 
Warbler is markedly irregular in occurrence in the state, with multiple records one 
year followed by no records in the next.

PALM WARBLER Setophaga palmarum (154, 3). Single examples of the western 
subspecies D. p. palmarum were at the MMT, RO, 24 Sep 2011 († JEP), on Otero 
Mesa, OT, 27 Sep 2013 (ph. PSW), and at Silver City, GR, 10 May 2014 († JCL). 
Annual in occurrence in New Mexico since 1998, and recently averaging nearly 
five records per year, the Palm Warbler was removed from the review list in 2015. 

PINE WARBLER Setophaga pinus (44, 18). In the RGV, a bright male at Percha 
Dam SP, SI, 9 Sep 1992 († CLB) established New Mexico’s earliest accepted date for 
fall arrival. One each was along Las Animas Creek, SI, 4 Dec 1998–2 Jan 1999 († JEP; 
† JRO; † BDN; † DAE), at Caballo Lake, SI, 19 Nov 2010 (ph. DJC), at Albuquerque, 
BE, 4 Dec 2014 († MOH) and 17 Nov–19 Dec 2020 (†, ph. JBP), at Embudo, RA, 28 
Dec 2021–15 Jan 2022 (†, ph. SLN; ph. CBC), and at Paseo del Rio, SI, 18–25 Apr 
2022 (ph. TBG). One was in the Tularosa Basin at Tularosa, OT, 31 Dec 2020–6 Jan 
2021 (ph. MOs). In the east, single individuals were at the MMT, RO, 9 Oct 1999 († 
JEP; † JRO) and 7 Oct 2017 († JEP; ph. BRF), at Ned Houk Park, CU, 20 Oct 2002 († 
CMR), at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 17 Dec 2011–10 Mar 2012 (ph. RHu, ph. PSW, ph. 
JRO, † RSN, † JEP), at Ute Lake, QU, 30 Nov–10 Dec 2016 (†, ph. DEW; † MWe), at 
Clayton, UN, 19 Jan 2018 (ph. MJB; ph. NDP; † JEP), at Maljamar, LE, 6 Nov 2020 
(†, ph. RSN), at Portales, RO, 18 Nov 2020 (ph. TDW), and at Santa Rosa, GU, 7–21 
Jan 2022 (ph. JLa). In the west, one wintered at Deming, LU, 1–30 Jan 2016 († CMR; 
ph. MJB; ph. CGL). NOT ACCEPTED: Identity was not established for purported 
Pine Warblers at Albuquerque 4 May 1995, Rattlesnake Springs 22 Sep 2011, Paseo 
del Rio, SI, 21 Sep 2012, and Turtle Bay, SO, 19 Oct 2022. 

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER Setophaga dominica (66, 27). In eastern New 
Mexico, one each was at the Rock Lake Hatchery, GU, 16 May 2022 (ph. RGu), at 
Sumner Dam, DB, 1 May 2021 (ph. MJB; ph. GMB; † NDP, † JEP), at the MMT, 
RO, 17 Apr 2011 (ph. DZw), 17 Apr 2016 (ph. JRO; †, ph. RBW), 22 Apr 2012 († 
DLH), and 8 Sep 2012 († JEP; ph. JRO; ph. CLA), at Boone’s Draw, RO, 1 May 2011 
(ph. SDC), at Brantley Lake, ED, 13 May 2000 (†, sketch RSN), and at Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 2 May 2015 († JEP; ph. JRO), 9 May 2020 († DKe), and 3 Aug 2016 († 
PSW). One was in the Sacramento Mts. near Alto, LI, 11 May 2011 (ph. DLT). In 
the RGV, single individuals were at White Rock, LA, 17 May 2012 (ph. CJC), Santa 
Fe, SF, 25 May 2015 († LHo; †, ph. JPB; †, ph. BRF), Galisteo, SF, 13 May 2011 († 
RMu), two sites in Albuquerque, BE, 10 May 2016 (†, ph. CCW) and 25 Apr 2020 (†, 
ph. MJA), and Elephant Butte Lake, SI, 15 Apr 2010 (ph. DJC) and 10–14 Aug 2012 
(†, ph. DJC). One was in the Magdalena Mts. in Water Canyon, SO, 23 Apr 2011 († 
CMR). In the west, one was along the Signal Peak Road, GR, 1 May 2015 († LKM), 
another at Clanton Cienega in the Animas Valley, HI, 13 May 2017 (ph. NM-C). 
Wintering birds were one in the northwest at Farmington, SJ, 2 Oct 2017–19 Mar 
2018 († APN; ph. SLN), one each at two sites in Albuquerque 25–31 Jan 2011 († JBV; 
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† JEP; ph. JRO) and 6–9 Jan 2014 († JEP), up to two at Alamogordo, OT, 2–23 Jan 
2016 († WMT; ph. FWi), and another there 9 Nov 2017–18 Feb 2018 (†, ph. DLH). 

PRAIRIE WARBLER Setophaga discolor (26, 17). The MMT, RO, yielded four: 23 
Sep 2007 († DLH; † MOH; † JPB), 9–10 Aug 2009 (ph. NDP; † MJB; † JEP; †CMR; † 
JMB), 19 Sep 2009 († JEP; † CMB; † ph. NEH; ph. SDC), and 16 Aug 2015 (ph. JRO). 
Elsewhere in eastern New Mexico were ones at Tolar, RO, 5 Sep 2011 († DJK), at the 
Mesa Rest Area, CH, 2 May 2009 († CJW; † JEP; ph. JRO; † ph. MJB; ph. MOH), 
at Power Dam Park, Santa Rosa, GU, 26 Aug 2011 († JEP; ph. JRO), at Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 21 Sep 2002 († BDN; † CMR) and 8 May 2021 (†, ph. RKo), in Slaughter 
Canyon, Guadalupe Mts., ED, 1 Oct 2021 (†, ph. RSN), and in the Brokeoff Mts., se. 
OT, 4 May 2013 († PSW). In the RGV, three were at Albuquerque, BE, 2 Jun 2006 († 
TWF), 4 Oct 2015 (ph. WEM), and 19 Sep 2019 (ph. CHa), two were at BDA, SO, 31 
Oct–1 Nov 2007 (ph. DJC; ph. JRO) and 28 Nov 2009 (2009 (ph. JRO; ph. SMF), and 
one was below Caballo Dam, SI, 18–21 Dec 2012 (ph. TBG; ph. DJC; ph. CLA; † JEP).  

BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER Setophaga virens (133, 8). One each 
was at the Quarai ruins, TO, 23 Sep 2014 († RCl), Sumner Dam, DB, 25 Oct 2014 († 
JEP), Bitter Lake NWR, CH, 11 Aug 2015 (ph. PAO), and Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 
19 Apr 2014 (ph. RSN). Two were at the MMT, RO, 17–19 Oct 2014 († JEP; ph. JRO) 
and single individuals were there 6 Nov 2014 (ph. JRO) and 25 Sep 2015 († JEP; ph. 
JRO). One was at Boone’s Draw, RO, 6 Sep 2014 († MJB; ph. NDP). Averaging over 
5 records per year for the previous decade, the Black-throated Green Warbler was 
removed from the NMBRC’s review list in 2015. 

CANADA WARBLER Cardellina canadensis (19, 10). Reports from eastern New 
Mexico were from the MMT, RO, 10 May 2012 († JEP; † JRO), 22 May 2016 († DLW; 
† MWe), 1 Oct 2017 (†, ph. CMR; †, ph. NEH, †; ph. WTE; ph. MJB; ph. NDP), and 
13 May 2022 († JEP; ph. AMK), Ramon, LI, 21 Sep 2017 († PSW), and Rattlesnake 
Springs, ED, 30 May 2014 (†, ph. RSN) and 20 Sep 2015 (†, ph. RSN). In the RGV, 
one was at Galisteo, SF, 19–20 May 2018 (†, ph. JPB), at the University of New Mexico 
in Albuquerque, BE, 7 Sep 2021 († EFG; ph. NVi), and below Elephant Butte Dam, 
SI, 4 Oct 2012 (ph. DJC). NOT ACCEPTED: An unusual mid-summer report from 
near Gila, GR, 22 Jul 2002 did not establish the bird’s identity.  

SCARLET TANAGER Piranga olivacea (78, 23). In western New Mexico, single 
birds were in Milk Ranch Canyon, MC, 30 Sep 2011 († JAT), below Bluewater Dam, 
CI, 28 May 2013 (†, ph. KSS), and at Silver City, GR, 30 Oct 2020 (†, ph. JPG). In 
the RGV, two mid-summer records stand out as especially unusual: single alternate-
plumaged males along Las Animas Creek on the Ladder Ranch, SI, 17 Jul 2018 (ph. 
KSt) and at Placitas, SA, 22 Jul 2020 (†, ph. LAu). Others in the RGV were ones in 
Los Alamos Canyon, LA, 9–10 May 2015 (†, ph. BET), at Santa Fe, SF, 14 May 2020 
(†, ph. JAl), at Galisteo, SF, 23 May 2013 (ph. JPB), near Cedar Crest, BE, 6 May 
2020 (ph. JoO), in the North Valley, Albuquerque, BE, 12 May 2021 (ph. COr), at 
the University of New Mexico, BE, 27 May 2021 (†, ph., ♪ CMR; †, ph. MSh), and 
at BDA, SO, 5 May 2021 (†JTo; †, ph. STu; †, ph. CIS). In the east, one each was at 
the Rock Lake fish hatchery near Santa Rosa, GU, 15 Sep 2020 (†, ph. AHo), Fort 
Sumner, DB, 17 May 2010 (†, ph. RGa), Storrie Lake, SM, 17 Sep 2021 (†, ph. OJS; 
†, ph. JBP), at the rest area south of Amistad, UN, 17 May 2013 (ph. MJB; ph. NDP; 
† JEP), at Ned Houk Park, CU, 12 May 2018 († KSS), and at the MMT, RO, on six 
occasions: 9 Oct 2010 (ph. JRO; † JEP), 18 Sep 2012 (ph. CLA), 6–8 Oct 2012 († JEP; 
†, ph. NEH), 8 Oct 2017 (†, ph. BRF; † JEP; ph. JRO), 3 May 2021 (†, ph. DTi; † PEC), 
and 10 Oct 2021 (†, ph. ATT; †, ph. JFi; † JWe). NOT ACCEPTED: Sight reports of 
alternate-plumaged males at Rattlesnake Springs, ED, 16 Sep 1979, Tularosa, OT, 21 
Sep 1987, and at the Conchas Lake golf course, SM, 20 Sep 2005 provided incomplete 
details, and, given that the species’ pre-basic molt occurs in summer on the breeding 
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grounds, red Scarlet Tanagers are not expected anywhere in mid-September. Four 
additional reports of variously olive-plumaged birds did not rule out other Piranga 
species: near Radium Springs, DA, 22 Apr 2012, at Rattlesnake Springs 14 Aug 2012, 
south of Radium Springs 4–5 Sep 2015, and at the MMT 16 Sep 2016. 

YELLOW GROSBEAK Pheucticus chrysopeplus (5, 3). A male was 8 km north of 
Rodeo, HI, 5 Jun 2010 (†, ph. MSM, Figure 22). Another male at Roswell, CH, 7–9 
May 2011 († RLa) was the first for eastern New Mexico. A male was in southeast 
Albuquerque, BE, 15–18 Jul 1999 († P&JA). These three records fall within the period 
from May to mid-August when the species has been observed in Arizona (Rosenberg 
et al. 2011, Howell et al. 2014). NOT ACCEPTED: Details for two birds reported at 
Las Vegas, SM, 12 Apr 2019 and one near the West Potrillo Mts., s. DA, just east of 
the Luna Co. line 8 Aug 2021 were inadequate for such a rare species. 
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Figure 22. This male Yellow Grosbeak near Rodeo, Hidalgo Co., 5 Jun 2010, is one 
of three addressed in this report. 

Photo by Melvin S. Moe
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