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F10I 'IHE EDI'IIJRS: 

One of our editors said the remarkable aspect of this spring, ornithologically, 
was that it WdS routine: ''Birds arrived and were reported about on schedule," 
with few unusual sightings. The early part of the season WdS exceptionally 
dry, but May rainfall reduced the deficit. 

Actually, there were sane prizes: The second documented New Mexico record of a 
Brown Pelican, and the sighting of as'many as four Black-shouldered Kites in the 
southwest (only five previous reports in the state). And there were first local 
records of a number of species. 

1be annual spring count of migrating raptors, staged in the Sandias fran Febru
ary 11 through May 9, yielded 3,129 birds of 16 species, up 11.4% from the 
2,806 and 14 species of 1985. The biggest day WdS April 5, with 482 birds. 
Here is the tabulation, minus 83 not identified as to species: 

-Peak--- ---Peak---
Total !:ate No. Total !:ate No. 

'l'urltey Vul ture 823 Zone- tailed Hawk 2 twice 1 
Osprey 24 Red-tailed Hawk 242 4/10 16 
Bald Eagle 38 Ferruginous Hawk 8 3/13 4 
No. Harrier 59 

4/5 
4/14 
2/24 
4/15 
4/17 

353 
4 
9 

14 
63 
69 

Rough-legged Hawk 2 twice 1 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 481 Golden Eagle 435 4/20 23 
Cooper's Hawk 709 4/5 

3/22 
twice 

4/6 

American Kestrel 128 4/15 25 
No. Goshawk 15 Merlin 2 twice 1 
Broad-winged Hawk 2 

2 
1 
6 

Peregrine Falcon 18 twice 2 
Swainson's Hawk 31 

SPRIl«} BIRD crxJNTS IN NEW MEXIa:>: 

!:ate 

Prairie Falcon 

Ccmpiler 
No. of Ob
servers 

~la Big !:ay Count 5/11 W.Burton Lewis 7 
(Sangre de Cristo Audubon Society) 

Farmington Spring Count 5/10 Alan Nelson 
(Four Corners Bird Club) 

14 

27 3/6 

Species Total 

60 1,345 

3 

Abbrev. 
in Text 

Esp.Ct. 

101 5,549 Farm.Ct. 

Gila Valley Spring Migration 5/3 Ralph Fisher 42 139 Gila Ct. 
Count and Big Bird Bash 

(Southwest N.M. Audubon Society and N.M. Audubon Council) 

Otero County Bird Club 
Spring Bird Census 

5/4-5 Robert Jenness --

INITIALED OOSFllVERS IN nus ISSUE: 

PB - Pat Basham 
WIG3 -- Warren 8. Genevieve 

Bloys 
S80 -- Sa.Wah Boles 
DC - !:avid Cleary 
we - Wes Cook 
JC - Jack Cully 

BD - Bonnie D' angelo 
ID - Ibninic Dcmenici 
Jtb - Jeff D:maldson 
_.~_ - William Eley 
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RF - Ralph Fisher 
PF - Paul Fi tzsiJllnons 
G&CiF -- Grace 8. Glenn Flinn 

DHe -- !:avid Henderson 
BH -- Bruce Hayward 
LH -- LDis Hernnann 
SH -- Steve Hoffman 
WH - William Howe 
JH -- John Hubbard 
CAH -- Charles A. Hundertmark 
JLNHt -- Joseph 8. NanCY Hutto 

145 3,658 CCBC Ct. 

PI -- Pdt Insley 
R&KJ -- Robert 8. 

Katherine Jenness 
AK -- Adolf Krehbiel 
IlL -- Dean LaBounty 
IlL -- H.H.Lesperance 
BL -- W. Burton Lewis 

MM -- Marty Mayfield 
JM -- John McNelly 
mBM -- funiel 8. 

Barbara McKnight 
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OM -- Doris Miller 
'llIu -- Tim Mutcheson 
AN -- Alan Nelson 
00 -- Bruce Ostyn 
COlC -- Otero County Bird Club 
GP -- Gary P"arker 
JP -- Joanne Phillips 

RR -- Ross Rilsmussen 
GHR -- Gary H. Rosenberg 
ell - Olris Rustay 

r 

AS -- Alan Sctunierer 
RS -- Robert Scholes 
lIS -- Hart Schwarz 
IlS -- David Seymour 
JS -- John Shipman 
F&RiS -- Frank & Rita 

Slowen 
PSn -- P"dt Snider 
IlSt -- rule Stahlecker 
PSt -- P"aul Steel 
MS -- Marjorie Swain 

lLCALITIES AND 1lIEIR rouNTIES IN nlIs ISSUE: 

abbreviations and symbols in text: 

L. - Like R. -- River 
Mt. (Mts.) Mountain(s) SP -- State Park 

JTa -- Jackie Talley 
RT -- Ross Teuber 
JRT -- James R. Trdvis 
JT -- John Trochet 

SWi -- Sartor O. Wil-
liams III 

KW -- Ka thy Wood 
EW -- Eleanor Wootten 
BZ -- Barry ZinJner 
ru.rz -- IALle & Marian 

ZinJnennan 

NY -- National ~nument 
N.M. -- New Mexi= 

v. o. -- various observers 

NP -- Na tiona 1 Park 
NWR -- National Wildlife Refuge 
9:iR -- State Game Refuge 

* -- details provided 
** -- photograph 

Alameda -- Bernalillo 
Alanvgordo -- Otero 
Albuquerque -- Bernalillo 
Artesia -- Eddy 

Bandelier NM -- Sandoval, 
Los AlaDPS 

Belen - Valencia 
Bernardo -- Socorro 
Bitter L. NWR (Bitter L.) 

-- Cllaves 
Black Rock I:HIu, Zuni -

McKinley 
Bluewater L. -- Cibola, 

McKinley 
Bosque village -- Valencia 
Bosque del Apache NWR 

(Bosque NWR) Socorro 

Cawllo L.,Ikun Sierr-a 
Ctmeron Creek -- Gr-dnt 
Caprock -- Lea 
Olicosa L. -- Harding 
Oluska L. -- San Juan 
Clayton, Clay tun L. 

-- Union 
Cliff -- Grant 
Clines Corners -

Torrance 
Cloudcroft -- Otero 
Cochiti L., Pueblo -

Sandoval 

[bg Canyon -- Otero 
Dry Cimarron Va Hey 

Union 
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*** -- specimen 

Durling's fann -- Dolk Ana 
Eagle Nest -- Taos 
Eldor-ado -- Santa Fe 
Elephant Butte Dam, L. 

Si~rra 
Espanola -- Rio Arriba 

Fannington -- San Juan 
Folson Falls -- Union 
Fort Sumner -- De Baca 
Galisteo -- Santa Fe 
Gallup -- McKinley 
Gila Cliff Dwellings -

Catron 
Gila Hot Springs -- Gr-dnt 
Gila R. -- Grant, Catron, 

Hidalgo 
Glenwood -- Catron 
Guadalupe Canyon -

Hidalgo 

Heron L. -- Rio Arriba 
Hobbs -- Lea 
Holloman L., Air Force 

Base (AFB) -- Otero 
Hopewell L. -- Rio Arriw 

Jackson L. -- San Juan 
Jicarilla Reservation 

-- Rio Arriba 
Juan Tabo Canyon, Sandia 

Mts. -- Bernalillo 

La Q.}eva -- Sandoval 
L. McMillan -- Eddy 
L. Roberts -- Grant 

La Luz -- Otero 
Las Animas Creek --

Sierra ... 
Las Cruces -- Dona Ana 
Las Vegas -- San Miguel 
Las Veg-as NWR -- San 

Miguel 
Little Walnut Creek 

-- Gr-dnt 
Lordsburg -- Hidalgo 
Los Alamos -- Los 

Alamos 
Los lAmas -- Valencia 

Magdalena Mts. --
So=rro 

Maxwell NWR -- Colfax 
McGaffey L. -- McKinley 
Mescalero -- otero 
Morgan L. -- San Juan 
Mule Creek -- Gr-dnt 

Navajo Dum -- San Juan 
Nutria L. -- McKinley 
Ojo Redondo -- Cibola 
Percha Ikun SP -- Sierr-a 
Pescado, Zuni -- Mc-

Kinley 
Pinos Altos -- Gr-dnt 
Pleasanton -- Catron 
Portales -- Roosevelt 
Post Office Canyon --

Hidalgo 

Rattlesnake Springs -
Eddy 
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Redrock -- Grdnt 
Ribera -- San Miguel 
Rio Grdnde Nature Center, 

Albuquerque -- Benlali 110 
Rio Rancho -- Sandoval 
Rcdeo - Hidalgo 

Sandia Mts. -- Bernalillo 
Sangre de Cristo Mts. -

Santa Fe, Colfax, 1'"<105 
San Juan Mts. -- Rio Arriba 
San Juan R., Valley -- San 

Juan 

San Marcial -- Scx:orro 
San Sinnn Cienega --

Hidalgo 
Santa Fe -- Santa Fe 
Sena -- San Miguel 
Shady lakes (in Alameda) 

-- Bernalillo 
Silver City -- Grant 
Snyder L. -- Union 
Scx:orro -- Socorro 
Storrie L. -- San Miguel 

Three Rivers -- Otero 

SPECIES A<XlJUNTS 

Tierra Amarilla -- Rio 
Arriba 

Tohatchi -- McKinley 
Truth or Q)nsequences 

-- Sierra 
Tularosa -- Otero 
Tyrone -- Grant 

Weatherly L. -- Union 
White Sands NM --

-- Otero 
Yeso -- De Baca 
Zuni Reservation (Zuni 
for short) -- McKinley 

COMMON LOON -- Only in northwest, including first Farmington area record since 
1970, Ion Jackson L. 5/8, 10,14 (AN). Other singles at Heron L. 4/16 (ret), 
at Nutria L. No. 4 on 4/18 (JT), on Bluewater L. 5/10 (JT), and Chuska L. 
5/6-20 (OC). 

EARED GREBE -- A partial albino at Bitter L. 4/19 (RT). 

CLARK'S GREBE -- Singles at Storrie 1. 5/30 and Caballo L, 5/1 (RT). breeding: 
Second reported N.M. nesting of this species WdS at the upper end of Elephant 
Butte L., where on 5/10 ID counted 20 downy young. 'ThIu also counted the 20 
young there, along with 40 adults, on 5/16. 

WESTERN GREBE -- RT counted 3 each at Storrie L. 5/30 and at CabHllo L. 5/lo 
One at Bitter L. 5/26 (WH) was late. 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN -- Seen in the state from 3/3 to 5/3, including 33 at 
Heron L. 4/20 (ID), 5 on 3/3 at Weatherly L. and 14 on Snyder L. on 4/19 (WC), 
and 6 at- Bluew~ter L. 5/3 (AS). 

BReWN PELICAN -- unusual: A photograph of an iJIInature bird at Bitler L. 5/29 
provided the second documented record of the species for N.M. (L.~lrlatl). 
A poorly det~iled report placed another bird at Eagle Nest L. 5/16 (JC). 

lXXJBLE..CRESTE <XRM:lRAm' -- 1 at Maxwell NWR 5/26 (CR). 400 birds and 200 
nests were seen at the upper end of Elephant Butte L. 3/10-13 (Annite Koti
nek). 15 at Bitter L. 3/14 were the first of the year there (KW). 

CLIVACEIXJS a:R'hJRANT -- 3 adults and 1 iJIInature at Caballo L. 5/17 (JH). 

AMERICAN BITI'ERN -- A first for Los Alamos County wus 1 ...... found dead at Anchor 
Ranch SHe 4/29 (BL, JRT, Bob Rohwer). Sj.aeles also seen at Zuni (JT) on 5/11 
and near the Gila Cliff Dwellings on 5/3 (08+). 

LEASI' BITI'ERN -- One near Cliff 5/3 (OOe) was in an area where not nonnally 
reported. 

GREAT BllJE HERON -- breeding: A nest near Navajo Thun 4/10-5/10 (G. Downer) may 
have been the first for the San Juan Valley •••• Heronries continued to prosper 
in the Gila Valley, including at least 5 along the river and 1 at Glenwood (RF), 
with an estimated 100+ active nests in all. A small new colony WdS found 5/4 
at Snow L. (pst). 

GREAT EIZRET -- Singles at Zuni 5/21-27 (JT) and Alameda 4/24 (JP). 
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SNJWY EGREr -- 'I\w:) at la CUeva 5/1 were the first there in about 15 years (MS). 

LIT'ILE BUJE HERON --Three were near Belen 4/29 (pst), another near San Marcial 
5/16 (TMu), and the only other sighting was 1 at Bitter L. 4/26 (KW). 

TRICXllJJREIl HERON -- One was at San Marcial 5/16 (00) and another at Bosque NWR 
5/24 (PB). 

CATI'LE EGREr -- Continued to widen its range during the spring, notably to the 
north and west. Records include 1 at Tohatchi 3/4 (OC), 5 at La CUeva 5/1 (MS), 
5 at Cochiti L. 4/17 (F&RiS), and singles at Belen 4/30 (PSt) and Zuni Reser
voir 5/11 (JT). In DJ)re regular sites to the south and east, there were 
sigiltings at Bosque NWR 3/7 (JS) and 4/19 (PI), San Marcial 5/25 (JH), Percha 
!:am SP and Caballo (IN), Tularosa (J&NHu), and 16 at Dog Canyon 4/6 (JM). 

GREEN-BACKED HERON -- 1 at Sandia Park 4/3 and 5/2 for the first Sandia Mts. 
record (HS), and 1 at Zuni 5/21 (JT). 

BLACX-cROWNED NIGm' HERON -- 1 seen outside Lordsburg, where rare, on 4/25 (Bill 
Cavaliere) . 

WHITE-FACED IBIS -- Unusually high 80** at Clayton 4/18 (WC). 

SNOW GOOSE -- 1,500 still at Bosque NWR 4/9 (Ralph Fitz). 

ROSS' GCXlSE -'-- 1 willi 2 Snow Geese at Holloman L. 4/17, 25 (JM), for probably 
the first Otero County record. 

\'OX) OOCX -- 7 at Fannington 5/10 may have been of captive origin (AN). 
2 in Gila Valley 5/3 (Gila Ct.) and 2 pairs at Percha fum SP (PSt, RT) 5/1 
were late. 

MALLARD (Mexican type) -- Out of range were a male with a typical Mallard 
female at Bluewater 1. 5/10 (JT) and a pair at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 (WH). 
Other "Mexican" records included a hen with young near San Marcial (JH)-51.25, a 
pair at Cloverdale Cibin and near GrdY Ranch headquarters in Hidall{o County 
3/21 (SWi), and a male at Percha r:um SP 5/9 (Ild). 

REIlD&ruD -- 2 males and 3 females 5/25 near San Marcial (JH); 16 at Bitter L. 
5/26 (KW) were late_ 

GREATm SCAUP -- late and unusual WdS a male at Pescado Reservoir, Zuni, on 
5/11, 22 (JT)_ 

COMMON GOLDENEYE -- 2 at Jackson L. 5/8, 10 were late (AN). 

lDDED MERGA."SEH -- A high count for the Santa Fe urea was 8 seen 4/26 (LH). 
A single WdS a l Li t t le Walnut Creek 3/8 (BI!). 

~BREASI'ED ~!ERGANSEI[' -- More regular than nonnal ut Bitter L. in March and 
April, with as many as 11 present. Last seen WdS a hen 4/ll (KW). 

'IlJRKEY VUL'ruRE -- An early bird in Rio Grande Valley n. of Albuquerque 3/2 (PSt). 

OSPREY -- 1 in the Tohatchi-Chuska Mts. area 4/17 (OC); a high colmt of 12 
Oii'tiie Jicarilla Reservation 4/17 (oot); 1 late at Zuni 5/27 (JT)_ 

BLACX-SlIJULDEF!ED KITE -- unusual: Greatest number ever counted in N.M. were 
the up to 4 seen in the Rodeo-San Simon Cieneg-d area 4/13-5/2 (Jack Goering+). 
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MISSISSIPPI KITE - 1 at Old Refuge, las Cruces, 5/4 (EW+); 2 at Bosque village 
5/29 (WH). 

BAlD EAGLE -- A pair near Gila Hot Springs 4/16 were late (fide RF). 

lDmIERN HARRIER -- 1 near Tularosa 5/16 (NHu). Late. 

lDmIERN GOSHA~K -- breeding: The nesting pair near Pi~os Altos, that once was 
believed to have been driven away by mining activity, had returned by 4/26 (RF). 

a:r.tMJN BLAQ( HA~ -- breeding: 6 to 8 pairs breeding in lower Gila Valley (RF) . 
. .. 1 inlnatw-e near Bernalillo 5/11 (Lisa Daley, SH). 

HARRIS' HA~ -- unusual: 1 near AlaJOOgOrdo 3/5 (R&K..n. 

BOClAD-WINGED HA~ -- The singles 3/20 and 4/6 on the Sandias raptor =illlt (John 
tnly+) were very early. 

SWAI~'S HA~ -- 1 or 2 s. of Clines Corners 3/23 (LH) and 1 near Roswell 
3/30 (PSt) were early. 

ZONE-TAILED HA~K -- breeding: Pdir with female on nest in Sycamore Canyon, 4/26-
5/10 (RF), and pilr nesting near head of East Schoolhouse Canyon in May (Dusty 
Hunt, Dutch Salmon, fide RF); both localities in Gila Valley •••. Singles 
4/10 and 20 on Sandias raptor count (John fuly+) were very early .. .'!Numerous 
sightings [near Los Alanns], approaching Red-tailed lIm>ks in nlmlber." (BL) 

FrnRlGINJUS HA~ -- 1 near Alwoogordo 5/15 (JM) WdS late. 

OCUiH-LEIJGED Ii>\WK -- unusual: 1 near Mule Creek turnoff up to 5/5 (SWi) WdS 
also late. ---

MERLIN -- The 2 singles seen 3/31 and 4/17 by the Sandias mptor watch (John 
fuly+) , • and 1 seen at Bosque NWR 3/7 (JS) were the only reports for spring. 

RING-NFXXED PHEASANT -- After seemingly low numbers in wi.nter, the 17 on the 
F'ann. Ct. were the se=nd highest total ever recorded there. 

BWE GRalSE -- 1 in Sangre de Cristo Mts., Taos County, 5/26 (JT). 

SAGE GROUSE -- 1 at Farmington 4/9, 5/26 (AN) and 5/27 (Helen Volkering) WdS 

of dubiOUS origin, as the pllmlage was very worn and there are no recent re=rds 
of the species in the area. 

LESSER PRAIRIE CHICXEN -- 25 to 30 at Mescalero Sands, Chaves County, 4/20 (RT). 

WIlD nJRKEY -- 13 at Zuni 4/16 (JT); 1 to 5 at Bosque NWTl in April (LH, PI+); 
10 at Alauvgordo 4/29 (E. Johanson). 

r£M'EZlJMA gJAIL -- 1 to 4 in Rodeo area 3/5 (RS); 2 i:t Guadalupe Car.yon 5/8 
(slfd. 

SCALED gJAIL -- 2 at Tekapo, Zuni, 5/28 were the first there in sane time (JT); 
11 at Tohatchi 5/18 (r.c); abundant at Coolidge 5/4+ (AS). 

GAMBEL'S gJAIL -- 24 on Esp. Ct.; 60 at Three Rivers 3/29 (JM); 124 on OCBC Ct. 

SANDHILL ~~ -- An illlusual 3,143 were at Bitter L. 3/7, bu~the last there, 16 
birds, were recorded 3/19 (KW). 

BLAQ(-BELLIill PLOVER -- A single at Maxwell NWR on 5/26 (lIT, PSt). 
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LESSER o::LDEN PLOVER -- unusual: Single bird in nonbreeding plumage seen in Al-
&ijuerque 4/28 (lIS ) • ---

SNOWY PLOVER -- Bitter L.'s first of year were 6 on 3/14; peak WdS 230 on 4/11 
(KW). 

SDlIPAL\IATED PWVER -- Reported fran Morgan L., where HI.. found 7 in late April, 
and fran Clayton 4/27 (we), Zuni 5/10, 12 (JT), and Bitter L.--4 on 4/18 (KW). 

I£UNTAIN PLOVER -- 5 at Grasslands 'furf F'ann near Los Lunas 3/8 were early; 
3 still there 5/1 (PSt, RT). 

AMrnICAN AVOCET -- Spring high WdS 402 at Bitter L. 4/18 (KW). 

3LITARY SANDPIPER -- Only'reports were occasional singles at Zuni 4/17-5/11 
(JT), and 1 at Bitter L. 4/26 (KW). 

WHIMBREL --~: Rare in N.M., 2 at Bluewater L. 5/10 (JT). 

L£:NJ-BIILED CURLEW -- First spring sighting in Clayton area 4/5 (we) and young 
were present 5/27 ( PSt) • Tu larosa had 3 on 3/13, wi th up to 53 through 4/10 
(J&NHt) • 

HUDSONIAN GODWIT -- unusual:Single in breeding plumage seen at Bitter L. 5/24 
(CAlf) and 5/26 (WH, ~ 

MARBLED GODWIT -- 27 at Clayton 4/27 (we). 

RUOOY 'TURNS1DNE -- unusual: One at Tohatchi 5/10 (OC). 

SANDffiLIII{; -- Spring sig/ltings were 3 at Bluewater L. 5/11 (JT) and 12 at 
Caballo L. 5/17 (JH). 

SDlIPAL\IATED SANDPIPER -- Only report was 1 at Zuni sewage pond 5/11 (AS,JT). 

WHITE-RUMPED SA .. 'lDPIPER -- Infrequently reported in N.M. in spring. TIIO sigh\.
ings this year: 2 at Chicosa L. 5/29 (RT, PSt); 15 at L. McMillan 5/26 (WH). 

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER -- 1 to 2 during season at Zuni (JT) and 6 at Tyrone Ponds 
5/9 (RF). In southeast, where ITOre regular, 10 at Holloman L. 4/20 (R$KJ). 

PEX:roRAL SANDPIPER -- Up to 6 at Bitter L. 4/11-20 (KW, RT); only reports. 

STILT SANDPIPER -- 5 at Qtballo L. 5/17 (JH) was only sighting al'<ay fran 
southeast. The 105 at Bitter L. 5/26 (\vH) were a high number. 

WIl.3JN'S PHAUROPE -- High totals were 2,200+ at Holloman L. 5/24, 27 (JM) and 
1,392 at Bitter L. 5/2 (KW). 

RID-NRXED Pll.u..AROPE -- Only two localities: Up to 24 at Zuni 5/9-27 (JT) 
and 9 at Bitter 1... 5/26 (WH). 

LAtxiHIII{; GULL -- unusual: First spring report for N. M. was 1 well described 
at Caballo L. 5/17'('Jii). 

FRANKLIN'S GUlL -- Widespread, with high counts of 17 at Zuni 4/19 (JT), 13 at 
Clayton 4/14 (we), 60 at Cochiti L. 4/17 (F'&lUS), 80+ at Bosque NWR 4/19 (PI, 
PSn), and 50 at Hollccnan 1. (R&KJ). 

B:::flAPARTE'S GULL -- 1 to 4 at Zuni 4/17-5/5 and 1 at Bluewater L. 5/21 (JT); 
1 at Bosque !OOl 5/20 (DSt); 7 at Bitter L. 4/1 (pst) and 2 there 4/6 (KW). 
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RING-BILLED GULL -- Cammon statewide. 2,435 at Bitter L. 3/14 fell to 140 by 
4/18 (Jew). 

CALIFalNIA GULL -- 7 at Morgan L. 5/4 (AN); 5 in Zuni Mts. 4/16 (JT); 4 at 
Storrie L. 5/30 (pst, RT); 4 at Caballo L. 5/17 (JH), and 1 at L. McMillan 
5/26 (WII). 

HmRIf«3 GULL -- 1 at Bitter L. 4/11 (KW) and 1 possible at Caballo 5/17 (JH). 

CASPIAN TERN -- unusual: 1** adult was at Caballo L. 5/17 (photo by JH), for 
the seventh report this decade in N.M. 

l"CESTER'S TERN -- Small numbers 4/11-5/26 fran Zuni area (JT), Caballo L. (JH), 
Otero County ~R&KJ, JM), and Bitter L. (KW, WII). 

LEAST TERN -- Arrived at Bitter L. 5/12 (KW). 

BLACX TERN -- Singles at Zuni 5/7, 12 (JT) and Ojo Caliente 5/12 (JT) were in 
unexpected areas. Most other sightings were also northern: 35 at Maxwell NWR 
5/26 (an, 10 at Storrie L. 5/30 (RT), and 28 at Bitter L. 5/26 (WH). 

BAND-TAILED PIGEJ:N -- 3 at Ojo Redondo 4/19 (JT) were early. 

WIlI'J'E.,.WIf«3ED roVE --- breedi7f Female of pair on nest at Percha nun SP 4/3 
and 5/5, 9; nest abandoned 510 (J:N) •••• unusual: 1 WdS seen at Albuquerque for 
two weeks in mid-May (Jan DelMastro) •.•. Up to 8 at feeder at once at Socorro 
~-May (JS), 8 to 10 at Truth or Consequences 4/20 and later (m), and 2 to 
3 daily at Alamogordo during the season (R&.KJ). Now considered resident in 
all these localities except Albuquerque (see discussion in prev10us issue of 
Field Notes.) .... l at Mangas Springs was early for the southwestern migratory 
population (RF). 

INCA OOVE -- breeding: A pair** observed nesting 3/24 at Truth or Consequences 
later fledged a t least 1 young (Ild) •.•• 2 to 8 daily seen at Alamogordo during 
the season (R&KJ, J'I'a); species now appears to be resident. 

a::t.If,Oi GROUND roVE -- unusual: I was in Post Office Canyon 5/28 (RS) for the 
second record at the BIOreSearch Ranch in the Peloncillo Mts. 

~ BARN OWL -- unusual: 2 in Dry Cimarron Valley 5/27 (pst, RT); seldan 
reportea fran this area:-
FLAMMULATED OWL -- 1 or 2 in Bandelier NM 2/23-5/2 (BL+). 

(lREAT fomED OWL -- breeding: Pdir at Shady Lakes 2/14+ (JP) for the sixth con
secutive year. 

SJDn'-EARED OWL -- unusual: 1 on west side of Sandia Mts.-3/15 (Mark Amato) on 
Central N.N. Audubon Society field trip. 

l«)R'Jl{ERN SAW-.... 'HEI' OWL -- 9 on an owl census between Tierra Amarilla and Hopewell 
L. 5/23=24 (JT); 1 in Shoemaker Canyon 5/11 (AS, JT) for the second record in 
the Zuni Nts. 

a::t.NJN R:O!l.WIU. --2 in Bandelier NM 2/29, 5/14 (BL+). 

alINNEY SWIFT -- unusual: 2+ in Albuquerque 5/30-31 (SIl, 00); west of usual 
range. Several nea:rsDCOrro 3/1-2, 10 at Mescalero 3/4 and 25 near Alamogordo 
3/6 (R&KJ) were early. 

BROAD-BILLED 1[l,IMINGBIRD -- 1 in Guadalupe Canyon 3/27 (Arnold Moorhouse, 
[Uvid Sibley). 
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LUCIFER HUMMfNGBIRD -- First male reached Post Office Canyon, Peloncillo Mts., 
37':ft and first female 4/3, with up to 12 individuals there through 5/31 (1lS). 

ANNA'S HUMMINGBIRD -- unusual: 1 in Silver City 5/7 (RF); seldom seen before 
la te SUlllller. ---

(XfITA'S HUMMINGBIRD -- A nale and a ccrnpanion, probublya female, at Redrock 
4/12 (LH+). Third recent Gila Valley record. 

BROAD-TAILED Hl"MMINGBIRD -- Early single at Pleasanton 3/5 (SWi). 

RUFaJS HUMMINGBIRD -- Singles in Post Office Canyon 4/2 (1lS) and at L. Roberts 
578 (fide RFj were unusual for those places and dates. 

LEWIS' 1'OJI)PEO<ER -- unusual: 14 on Fann. Ct. WdS the highest recorded total 
for the area. I at Mule Creek 4/11 (I:&BM) WdS s. of nonnal r-dlIge. 

RID-HEADED lICODPEO<ER -- unusual: 1 at Tularosa 3/1 and 4/22 was the first 
w. of the Pecos Valley in 5 years. 

ACUlN 1'OJI)PEO<ER -- 1 or 2 at Zuni 4/15-5/29 (JT). 

LAOOEll-BACKED W<XUPEn<ER -- A male Yr.lS IIW. of the mouth of Bluewdter Gorge 
(at the ne. periphery of the Zuni Mts.) 4/16 (JT); very local in Zuni area. 

'mREE-TOED WCX:VPEO<ER -- 5 along US-64 e. of Tierra Amarilla 5/24 (JT). 

~ BEARDLESS TYRANNVLEI' -- 4 in N.M. portion of Guadalupe Canyon 5/9 
(swi); high count. 

LEAS!' FLYCATCHER -- 2 singing near Bernardo 5/29 (WH). 

BLACX P!J)EBE -- I on Fann.Ct., for 5th local record and 3rd appearance on 
COlUlt. 2 pairs in Los AlalOOS County 5/15, 19 (BL);first record for county. 
4 in upper Pecos Valley (Ribera to Sena), where they have becane regular (WE). 

EASTERN P!J)EBE -- breeding: Up to 4 j:Rirs and a nest in lower Dry Cimarron 
Valley 5727-28 (pst, RT). 

ASH-nIROATID FLYCATCHER -- 1 in Guadalupe Canyon 3/27 (Arnold Moorhouse, 
David Sibley). Early. 

STELLER'S JAY -- Small numbers remained from the previous fall-winter lowland 
invasion into areas Iffiere they are not normally present: 5 in downto'm Santa Fe 
3/31-4/25 (JJJ), 13 at Alameda 3/2 (PI+) , a few at the Rio Gr-dnde Nature Center 
3/15 (RT), and :2 at Tularosa 4/10 (0CllC). 

BUJE JAY -- 1 at Clayton 5/11 (WC, AK) was late. 

PINYON JAY -- unusual: 12 in the Dry Cimarron Valley 5/27 (PSt, RT) were east 
of their usual--ra:r;ge-at a time when the species nonnally breeds in northern N.M. 

o.ARK'S NlJrCRACKER -- An adult WdS feeding dependent young e. of McGaffey 
4/20 (AS). 

OfIHUAHUAN HAYEN -- 1 s. of Belen 5/29 (WH) was n. of the species'usual r-ange. 
Apparently still wintering were 4 at Yeso and 35+ at Portales 3/1-2 (JH). 

COMMON R~VEN -- breeding: Nests in cliffS, with 1 or 2 young Qllling, were in 
Ins Alam::lS and Ancho Canyons,Los Alam::lS County, 4/27-5/19 (BL) .. .. 'I\vo birds .10 
miles e. of Fort Sumner 3/1 were scmewhat e. Of range for that area (JH). 
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BUSHTIT -- 45 on Gila Ct. WdS a high figure. 

RED-BREASTED Nl:"'nIATcH -- 1 in :e:spWlola 3/16 (pI); none found in San Juan Mts. 
5/24 (.rr). 

WHITE-BREASTED NUIliATCH -- 1 at Clayton 3/7 (MM). 

CAcruS WREN --4 at Bitter L. 3/23 (U1) and 1 ~ miles e. of Roswell 4/19 (DL) 
were n. of range for the Pecos Valley. 

SEIXiE WREN -- 7 at Bitter L. 3/8 (DL) was a high count. 

AMERICAN DIPPER -- unusual: 1 n. of Cliff along the Gila n. on the Gila Ct. WdS 
out of r.mge and la~ . 

GcrDEN-CROtYNED KIKiLEl' -- 30 in San Juan Mts. 5/24 (.rr); 1 at Randall fuvey 
Audubon Center 4/26 (PI); 1 in Magdalena Mts. 3/4 (JS). 

RUBY-CROtYNED KlKiLEl' -- 65 in San Juan Mts. 5/24 (.rr). 

EASTERN BLUEllIRD -- 1 at Socorro 4/29 CPB) was w. of usual r.mge. 

WESTERN BUJEBIRD -- 3 pairs in the Dry Cimarron Valley 5/27 (pst, Rr) were e.of 
normat babna t. 

SWAINS:W'S 'TIIRl'SH -- unusual: 1 e. of Tierrd Amarilla on US-64 (in San Juan 
Mts.) 5/24 (.rr), and ratiiittlesnake Springs 5/26 (WH, GHR). 

GRAY CA'IlHRD -- Singles at Clayton 5/12 (WC) and Bandelier NM 5/17 (PI+). 

NOR'IHERN !llCKINGBIRD - 234 on 0CllC Ct. and 75, a new high, on Gila Ct. 

SAGE 'mRASHER -- 1 to 3 at Zuni between 4/18 and 5/29 (.rr); 1 in Sandia Mts. 
4119 (Rr); 6 at White Sands NM 3/9 and 1 n. of Al<1!1Xl1:Ordo 5/13 (JM). 

BRCMN'mRASHER -- The wintering bird at La Luz Canyon remained through April 
(GiG). 

BENDIRE'S 'mRASHER -- 1 on Gila Ct. was second record for that event. 

ClJRVE-BIlLED 'Il1RASHER - 1 at Zuni 4/18 (JT); the bird at Santa Fe l'e!nained 
through 3/13 ( S80) • 

CRISSAL 'mRASHER -- 1 at Tularosa 3/2 (R&rKJ); 1 at White Sands NM 3/6 (JM). 

WATm PIPIT -- 4 at Clayton 4/5 (we); 30 at Gold Hill, Sangre de Cristo Mts. 
in Taos county, on 5/26 (.rr). 

CEDAR WAXWIM:i -- Fairly m.anerous statewide. Late blrds included 45 at Zuni 
5128 (JT) and 15 at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 (WH). 

PHAINOPEPLA -- 1 or 2 at Socorro between 4/15 and 5/18 (PB, JS); 1 at 
Bosque NWR 4/26 (PB); 1 at Three Rivers 3/31 (JM), and 2 at Tularosa 5/16 
(Nlhi) • 

BFlL'S VIRID -- breeding: Fairly cOllm)O in Guadalupe Canyon 5/7-9, including 
1 nest with 3 young (SWi) .... ll on Gila Ct.; 4 singing at Rattlesnake 
Springs 5/26 (WH). 

GRAY VIRID -- 2 to 4 in Zuni area 5/6-11 and 1 to 3 there 5/21-29 (JT); 
arrived at Glenwood 4/6, with at least 6 in the area during season (EM). 
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OCLITARY VIRID -- 25 in Zuni Mts. 5/10 (JT). 

WARBLIKi VIRID -- Approaching the end of the migration period were 4 at Rattle
snake Spnngs 5/26 and 1 at Bosque Village 5/29 (WH). 

RID-EYED VIRID -- Only report was 1 on Gila ct. 

TENNESSEE WARBLER -- 1 (no details) reported at Fannington arolUld 5/10 (AN,HL). 

OOAKiE-OlOWNID WARBLER -- First arrival W'dS 1 at Bosque NWR 4/20 (PI, PSn). 

NASHVIlLE WARBLER -- Singles at ZlUli 4/18 (JT), at Rio Grande Nature Center 
5/15 (PSt), in ·Juan 1'abo canyon 4/15 (HS), and at Rattlesnake ~prings 
5/26 (WH). 

WCY'S WARBLER -- 1 at Caballo L. 5/11 (RT, PB); singles at Redrock 4/12 and 
at Glenwood fish hatchery 4/13 (UI). 

lOl'lliERN PARULA -- 1 at Black Rock Reservoir 5/23 (JT); 1 reported at Hobbs 
5/9 with no details (GP). 

YELLOW WARBLER -- 2 arrivals at Glenwood 4/13 (UI); 18 still at Rattlesnake 
Spr ings 5/26 (WH). 

OIESTNt!I'-SIDED WARBLER -- More reports than usual: A singing male at Rio GrdIlde 
Nature Center 5/16 (RT); 1 at Durling's fann 5/11-12 (JlX>, BZ), and, without 
details, 1 at Bandelier NM 5/17 (PI+) and 1 on Gila Ct. 

MAGNOLIA WARBLER -- lUlusual: A male at Rio Grande Nature Center 5/15 (pst). 
This ~s the 6th spring record and the 14th over-all for N.M. 

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER -- ''Good numbers" at Clayton (WC); 2 Myrtles at ZlUli 
5/5 (JT); 2 Audubon's at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 and 2 at Bernardo 5/29 (WH). 

8LACX-1lffiOATED GRAY WARBLER -- Arrived in Zuni area 4/18 (JT); 1 at AlaJlDgOrdO va (W&GB). 

TOWNSEND'S WARBLER -- 1 female at Elephant Butte L. 5/22 (pst) and I male at 
Percha IBm SP 5/1 (pst). This species is scarce in N.M. in spring. 

YELI.JJW-1lffiOATED WARBLER -- lUlusual: 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 5/10 (oot, SH) 
had yello.w lores and was therefore of the southeastern race, Dendroica dcminica 
dominica. This is the 6th state record for the species. 

GRACE'S WARBLER -- First seen in the SandhIS 4/11, 2 days earlier than the 
previous early date (HS). 

AMrnICAN REI:START -- 1 at Bandelier NM 5/17 (PI+); 2 at Hattlesnake Springs 
5lio COOt, sm. 

lOl'lliERN WATERTHRUSH -- 4 at Zuni 5/5 and 1 there 5/22-23 (JT), 1 at Three 
Rivers 5/3 (Michael Turner), and I on orne Ct. 

KEN'IUOCY WARBLER - 1 reported with no details at Truth or Consequences 4/23 
(nY). About the 16th record for the state. 

MacGIlLIVRAY'S WARBLER -- 6 at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 (WH). 

flXDED WARBLER -- lUlusual: A male 30 miles e. of Roswell 4/19 (IlL); I reported 
at Hobbs 5/9, but with no details (GP, fide HS). There are now about 28 N.M. 
records, 16 of them in the spring. 
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WIJ..9Cfi'S WARBLER -- 12 still at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 (WH). 

RED-FACED WARBLER -- 1 in Magdalena Mts. 5/15 (JS); 2 in Gila National Forest 
5/2 (liT, PSt); 3 on CXllC Ct. 

PAINI'ED REOO'I'ART -- 1 on Gila Ct. 

YEI.I£W-BREASTED OiAT - 8 at Zuni 5/5 and 35 there 5/23 (JT); 5 on Esp. Ct.; 
5 on orne Ct.; 32 on Gila Ct. 

HEPATIC TANAGER -- unusual: A male in the Dry Cimarron Valley was northeast of 
its oonoal l"dllge (5/29 -- PSt, liT). 

SUMMER TANAGER -- 78 on the Gila Ct. "'ds high. 

WESTERN TANAGER -- Singles at Bitter L. 4/15 and 30 miles e. of Roswell 4/19 
(IL) _re early. 

NCR'IHERN CARDINAL -- 1 at Silver City in March was east of usual locale (ffiMZ). 
SingJ.ng males at MangdS Springs 3/16 and Glenwood fish hatchery 3/23 (RF). 

PYRRHllI.DXIA -- North of normal range _re 3 at Three Rivers 3/29 (JM) and 1 
Deal" C:Lprock 4/19 (IlL); season's last sighting in Post Office Canyon "'dS on 
3/21 (RS). 

RCl>E-BREASTED GROSBEAK - Of 9 sightings, all _re frem the Rio Gl"dnde Valley 
(Biiiiieher NM to Anthony, 4/21-5/28 v.o.) except the earliest at La Luz Canyon 
and the latest near Folscm Falls. 

BLA<X-HEADED GROSBEAK -- Early or first sightings: 1 at Santa Fe 5/8, 1 at Soco
rro 5/3 (JS), 1 at AlaIOOgordo 4/24 (JTa) and 4 at Bitter L. 4/15 (KW). 

BUJE GR03BEAK -- 4 at Bitter L. 4/15 (KW) _re early, but not seen until 5/24, 
a late date, at Mangas Springs (RF). 

LAZULI BUNTI~ -- 9 on F'dllD. Ct. and 13 on Esp. Ct.; 2 to 3 at Zuni 5/21-30 (JT), 
2 at Bandelier ~~ 5/11 (PI+), a male along Three Gun Spring Tr-dil in Sandias 
''with'' a fEmlle Indigo 5/19 (00); 2 at Corr-dles 5/15 (RR), and 1 at Holloman 
AlB 5/18 (JM). 

INDIGO BUNTI~ -- 2 at Zuni 5/21-22 and 1 on 5/28 (JT); 2 at Holloman AlB 
578 (JY). 

GREEN-TAILED 'lOI'HEE --First seen 4/26 at Rio Rancho, peak of 8 on 5/8, and last 
seen 5719 (RR). 

ABEl!T'S 'lOI'HEE -- At Redrock, 2 on 4/12 (UI) and 7 on Gila Ct. 

CASSIN'S SPARRO\' -- unusual: Spring song heard near Bernardo 5/29 (WH) .... 
2 at Bitter L. 4/13 ~ 

RUFOOs-alOWNED SPARROW - unusual: 1 singing in Anello Canyon 5/5 (BL) was first 
ever for Los AlaJll)S County and second for Jemez Mts ••••• 1 at La Luz Canyon 
3/20 and 1 dead on 4/12 (R&KJ) j 1 at D:lg Canyon 4/6 (JM); 1 at Hornbuckle Hill, 
Otero County, 3/29 (WiIGB), and 1 on CXllC Ct. 

AmlICAN 'IY!EE SPARROW -- Only report was 1 at ~la 3/16 (PI). 

CLAY-<X:J.1lm) SPAROOW -- 2 on CXllC Ct. (no details). 
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BREWER'S SPARRCM -- Ccum:>n in Sandia foothills and Albuquerque 4/22 to 5/16, 
often ~n full song (HS). 

BLACX-OUNNID SPARRCM-- In Sandias, 2 at lA CUeva picnic ground 4/19 (RT), 2 at 
Juan Tabo CiIlyon and 5 at Three Gun Spring Canyon 5/18 (PI, an; .1 at Holleman 
Am 3/25 (RJ, WB); 21 on <XllC ct. 

LARK SPARRCM -- Arrival dates: 4/5 at Clayton (WC), 4/'2:7 at Rio Rancho (RR). 

BLACX TIffiOATID SPARRCM -- 1 singing near Galisteo (PI+); 2 singing at Truth 
or Consequences 3/15 (IN); 5 to 30 at Holloman Am 5/13, 17-18 (JM). 

SAGE SPARROW -- 1 in Dnbudito Canyon 3/21 (HS); uncolllllon in Sandias. 

LARK BUNrING -- Singles w. of usual rdnge: near Gallup 4/Z7 (AS) and near Mc
Gaffey 5/10 (JT). First arrival at Clayton 4/5 (WC). 

FOX SPARRCM -- 1 on 3/21 and 2 on 4/26 at Bitter L. (KlV). 

OCN} SPARRCM -- Single at Zuni 5/21 W'dS a very late migrdnt (JT). 

LINCOLN'S SPARRCM -- 1 at Horseshoe Falls On Cameron Creek ~dthering nesting 
material 5/n (RF). F'dr s. of usual breeding ground and very late for a migrant. 

WHITE-nlROATID SPARRCM -- Only 4 reported; latest on <XllC Ct. 

WHI'I'E-QK)WNED SPARRCM -- Very late migrants: 1 at Santa Fe 5/25 (pI), 3 at Rio 
Rancho 5/23 (RIn, 3 at Las Cruces 5/20 (EW), 3 at Mangas Springs 5/26 (RF), 1 
in Post Office Canyon 5/26-30 (RS). 

HARRIS' SPARROW -- More reports than nomal: 1 at Zuni 4/15 (JT); 1 at Santa 
P.e all season to 5/10 (SBo); 1 at Cormles 3/6 (JND, PF); 1 arrived at Socorro 
2/i3 in juvenile plumage and left 4/29 in alnvst adult p.1UDBge (PB); .1 at 
Pleasanton 4/16-17 and another 4/.18-5/6 (Swi). 

DARK-EYED JUNCO -- Slate-oolored reports included 1 at Santa Fe 3/12 (PI), 
1 at Shady Lakes on NMOS field trip 3/2, and 1 at Corra.1es 3/5 (PSt). 

Mc<DVN'S UNiSPUR -- Only report, about .15* at Bosque NWR 3/6 (John 'I'dylor). 

~-HEADED BLACXBIRD -- 2 at Cochiti L. 3/3 (F&RiS) were early; singles 
near Tularosa 4/1, 14, 16, 21 (NHt). 

GREAT-TAILED GRACXLE -- 25 on F'dl'1II. ct., second highest for event: &me other 
reports: Zuni area 4/18-5/11 (JT) ;Iddlaffey 4/16 (JT); Santa Fe 3/10 (F8rRiS); 
La Cienega 3/19 (Claudia Gayheart);Las Vegas 4/13 (PI+); 'I'diban, De Baca County, 
3/2 (JH); MangdS Springs 4/22-5/4 and 12 in Silver City (RF). 

~ GRACKLE -- Record high of 11 on Fann. ct. First seen at Santa Fe 3/24 
(uI) and 5+ singing there 4/20-25 (JH); 12 at Ribem 5/ll (WE); about 15 still 
in Socorro area 4/22 (JS). 

~ CDWBIRD -- unusual: A male and 3 females at Rattlesnake Springs 5/25, 
poss~bly the first sight~ng of females there, and about the fourth .1ocal record 
(WH, GHR.€AHh The females were dark, suggesting the eastern Mexican race 
rdther than the expected Arizona fonn ... P'dir at Truth or Consequences 5/25-Z7 
([N), and first spring sighting at Post Office Canyon W'dS 5/12 (RS). 

BROI'N-HEADED CDWBIRD - Early reports: 6 from Santa Fe to Moriarty 4/6 (PI+); 
the rust of an eventual 150+ reached Truth or Consequences 4/14 ([N). 
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<EOlARD OOICLE -- 1 singing at Artesia 5/26 (WH) WdS farther n. than usual. 

lIX.OED OOICLE -- Arrived at Mangas Springs 4/10 (RF); 1 in Guadalupe Canyon 
37'Zt (AriiOld Moorhouse, £avid Sibley) was sanewhat early. 

CfiOJARD x lIX.OED OOICLE - The apparent hybrid male returned to Rattlesnake 
Springs and WdS seen 5725 (WH, GHR). 

~ OOICLE - breedi~ 2 females constructing nests at Sena 5/11 (WE) •••• 
First arrivals: Clayton 5 (WC), Socorro 5/3 (JS), males 4/21 and females 
5/21 at Truth or Consequences (rn); Bitter L. 4/15 (KW). All Bullock's ex
cept Bitter L., which WdS unspecified. 

SCOTT'S OOICLE -- 1* apparently of this species at Santa Fe 5/15-30(S8o); 1 at 
Dog Canyon 4/19 (<XllC) •••• Breeding: Fairly carmon on w. slope of Sandias, with 
6 nests foWld (HS). • 

I03Y FINO{ (Brown-Oi~) -- Only report was 2 at Gold Hill (Sangre de Cristo 
Mts •• Taos County) 5 26 (.IT). 

PURPLE FINCH -- unusual: A probable female* seen with a female Cassin's Finch 
at Pleasanton 5/15-16 (Slfi). 

CASSIN'S FINCH -- All reports fran foothill or I1K)ntane areas. One singing in 
santa Fe 3/21 (JH). Late sightings at Zuni 5/10 (.IT), near 'I'dOS 5/25 (CR), 
Santa Fe 5/15 (PI) and Sacr.unento Mts. 4/22 (RJ, WE). 

lD.ISE FINO! -- 5+ singing at Portales 3/1-2 (JH). 

RED OlOOSBIIL -- Only report was 1 in Zuni Mts. 4/16 (JT). 

PINE SISKIN -- 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 (WH, GHR) WdS late. 

~ cnDFINCH -- Early 13 near Cochiti L. 3/13 (FKrRiS). 

AMERICAN cnDFINCH -- 1 in Post Office Canyon 5/19 (RS) WdS a first record. 
Late recofdS: 5 at Zuni 5/'ZT (.IT), 4 at Rattlesnake Springs 5/26 (WI!). 

EVENING CiH03BEAK -- Breeding: Female carrying nest material in Sandias:5/31 (WII, 
BD) •••• Winter influx still evident. Most reports from I1K)ntane and foothill 
areas, including all season in Santa Fe (JH+) and Sandias (HS+). At lower 
elevdtions, 9 on Farm. Ct., up to 40 at Zuni 4/16-5/11 (JT), 25 on Esp.Ct., 
10 near Corrd1es 5/15 (RR), 20 n. of Cliff on Gila Ct., and 20 in Three 
Rivers area 3/31 (JM). 
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