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F'R(l,I TIlE EDI'IIJRS: 

The season saw the state's first report of a Little Gull and its first winte~ 
sightings of Forster's Tern. There was also an immature Black-legged Kittiwdke. 
A possib.Le Trumpeter Swan attracted many viewers to Perella Unn State Park, and 
stirred some disagreement on its identity. 

The annual N.M. Bald Eagle census located 318 individuals, well above average. 
The Black-shouldered Kite remained in Hidalgo County. A number of Great Egret 
sightings, unusual for winter. A Thayer's Gull at Cochiti Lake and two Cris­
sal Ttu-dShers at Santa Fe extended their species' ranges northward. 

High numbers in particular places included White-winged and Inca fuves in the 
lower Rio Grande Valley, Lewis' Woodpeckers at Bluewater Lake and Silver City, 
and Pinyon Jays at Zuni, Bluewdter Lake and Silver City.lligh counts of bluebirds, 
solitaires and robins were widely distributed, probably because of problems with 
snow cover and food availability. A rare sighting of Lapland Longspur and 
unusually numerous reports of Barris' Sparrow were also notable. 

Worth mention were views of both species of gnatcatcher, and rare-to-unusual 
winter records of Solitary Vireo, Northern Waterthrush, ~dnge-crowned Warbler, 
and Ccmron Yellowthroat. 

INITIALED OBSERVERS IN 'IlIIS ISSUE: 

CA -- Cu-ol Anderson 
KA -- Kay Anderson 

WHB -- William H. Bal tosser 
PB -- Pdt Basham 
TIl -- Tan Bemis 

JC -- Jim Cheek 
IX: -- I'Rvid Cleary 
WC -- Wes O:lok 

00 -- llivid llile 
JID -- James L. lRly 
JIk> -- Jeff funaldson 
JE -- John ~bert 
RF -- Ralph Fisher 
RG -- Roland GoodnBn 

lill -- Barold Hallett 
LII -- Lois lierrmann 
WlI -- William Howe 
JlI -- John P. Hubbard 
CAli -- Charles A. Hundertmark 
J&mlt (JIlt, NHt) -- Joseph S. Nancy Hutto 
PI -- Pdt Insley 
R&KJ (RJ, KJ) -- Robert S. Katherine 

Jenness 

AI( -- Adolf Krehbiel 
In.e -- Harry Lehto 
IlL -- H. H. Lesperance 
BL -- W. Burton Lewis 

MM -- Marty Mayfield 
AM -- D. Arch McCallum 
IltIac -- fun Macau-ter 
JM -- John McNelly 
IlII -- furis Miller 

AN -- Alan Nelson 
CP -- Charles Painter 
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TR -- Fr. Terence Rhoades 
CR -- Chris Rustay 

RS -- Robert Scholes 
GS -- C. Gregory Schmitt 
lIS - Bart R. Schwarz 
LIIS -- Lorraine Bartshorne Schul te 
JS -- John Shipnan 
F&R.iS -- Frank S. Rita Slowen 
PSn -- Pat Snider 
TS -- Theodore Stans 
PSt -- Paul Steel 

RT -- Ross Teuber 
JT -- John Trochet 
JV - James Vaught 

SW -- Steve West 
SWi -- Sartor Williams III 
KW -- Kathy Wood 
EW -- Eleanor Wootten 
RY -- Rob Yaksich 
BZ -- Barry Zimmer 

ABBREVIATI<l'ffl AND SYMOOLS IN TEXI' 

L. -- Lake MRGV -- Middle 
lit. (Mts.) - Mountains Rio Grande 
NM - National Monument Valley 
N.M. -- New Mexico 
NP -- National Park 
NWR -- National 

Wildlife Refuge 
SGR -- State Game Refuge 
R. -- River 
SP -- State Park 
v.o. -- various observers 

* -- details 
provided 

** -- photo 
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NEW MEXIOO anuS'ThIAS BIRD <nJNI'S, 1986-B7: 

(name of count, date, ccmpiler, number of species, total birds) 

Al buquerque Dec. 20, Hart Schwarz, 91, 17995 
Bluew'dter L. Dec. 19, D. Arch McCallum, B6, 534B 
Bosque del AIXLChe NWR (Bosque) Dec. 21, Charles A. HurxiertllW'k, 59, 35315 
caballo Dec. IB, Barry Zinmer, 129, IB794"" 
carlsbad caverns NP Dec. 20 (carlsbad), TCIIl Bemis, 77, 3965 
Clayton Dec. 27, Marty Mayfield, 50, 2950 

Espaiiola Dec. 2B, W. Burton Lewis, 56, 329B 
Fannington Dec. 20, Alan Nelson, 72, 25106 
Gila River Jan. 3, Ralph Fisher, Jr., 98, 5288 
Lakes Avalon 8t McMillan (L. Avalon) Jan. 3, Jim Cheek, 90, 11704 
La Luz Jan. 3, Robert Jenness, 70, 3435 

Las Cruces Jan. 4, Barry Zillmer, 107, 16~~ 
Loving Dec. 21, Steve West, 73, 6796 
Peloncillo Mts. Dec. 27, Robert Scholes, 9B, 18833 
Roswell Dec. 20, Harold Hallett, 84, 34193 
Sandia Mts. Dec. 27, Kay Anderson, 40, 1381 

Santa Fe Dec. 21, Roland Goodman, 55, 6249 
Sevilleta NWR Dec. IB, Theodore Stans, 33, 1930 
Silver City Dec. 20, Ralph Fisher, Jr., 71, 5239 
Zuni Dec. 21, John Trochet, 84, 6347 

Abbreviated "W' in text. If an editor chooses, ''On x 0Cs" tells on how 
many counts a species was seen; ccmuents on individual 0Cs nay follow. Official 
reports on 0Cs do not identify which participant nade a particular obsenrdtion. 

ILCALITIES AND lHEIR OJUNI'IES TN nns ISSUE: 

AlaIOOgOrdo -- otero • 
Albuquerque -- Bernalillo 

Bernalillo -- Sando~dl 

Bill ~dn6 L. (often Evans L.) -- Grdnt 
Bitter L. NWR (Bitter L.) -- Chaves 
Black Rock Dam, Zuni -- McKinley 
Bluewater L. -- Cibola, McKinley 
Bosque del Apache NWR (Bosque NWR) 

Socorro 
Burn L., Las Cruces -- Do'iia Ana 

caballo L., Dam -- Sierra 
carlsbad -- Eddy 
carlsbad caverns NP - Eddy 
Clayton, Clayton L. -- Union 
Cliff -- Grdnt 
Cochi ti L., Pueblo -- Sandoval 
Coolidge -- McKinley 
Cotton\\UOd Canyon -- McKinley 

Deming -- Luna 
Durling's fann - Dona Ana 

Elephant Butte L. -- Sierra 
F,spaRola -- Rio Arriba 
Evans 1. (Bill Evans L.) -- Grdnt 

Fannington -- San Juan 
Florida Mts. -- Luna 
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Gila Cliff Dwellings -- catron 
Gila R. -- Grant, catron, Hidalgo 
Gray Ranch -- Hidalgo 

Hatch -- Dona Ana 
Jemez Mts., R., Springs -- Sando~dl 
Juan,Tabo Canyon, Sandia Mts. 

Bernalillo 

La Cueva ::liR - Mora 
Laguna Grdllde -- Eddy 
La Joya ::liR -- Socorro 
L. Avalon -- Eddy 
L. McMillan -- Eddy 
La Luz -- otero 
Las Aninas Creek -- Sierrd 
Las Cruces -- Dona Ana 
Las Veg-dS city, NWR -- San Miguel 
Los Lunas - Valencia 
Loving -- Eddy 

Magdalena -- Socorro 
Mangas Springs -- Grant 
~llister L. -- San Miguel 
Mesilla -- Doila Ana 
t.k>rd -- t.k>r'd 

Nutria L. -- McKinley 
Old Refuge at Mesilla -- Dona Ana 
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Peloncillo Mts. -- Hidalgo 
Pena Blanca -- Sandoval 
Percha Ulm SP -- Sierra 
Pleasanton -- Catron 

Raton -- Colfax 
Rattlesnake Springs -- Eddy 
Redrock -- GrdIlt 
Rio GrdIlde Nature Center, Albuquerque 

-- Bernalillo 
Roswell -- Chaves 

Sandia Mts. -- Bernalillo 
San Soon Cieneg'd -- Hidalgo 

Santa Fe - Santa Fe 
Sevilleta NWR - Socorro 
Silver City -- GrdIlt 
Socorro - Socorro 
Storrie L. -- San Miguel 

Truth or Consequences -- Sierra 
Tularosa -- Otero 

Uvas Mts., Valley - DoNa Ana 
White Sands NM, Missle Range --

Otero 
Zuni Reservation (Zuni for short) 

-- McKinley 

SPOCIF:3 AcxnJNTS 

a:w.m I.1X)N -- On only L. Avalon CC; 2 birds •••• l at Jemez Canyon Reservoir 
12/11 (PSt). 

PIED-BILLED GREBE -- On 13 CCs; high of 31 at Caballo; 1 at ~ola was 
unusual. 

ImNED GREBE -- Only report was 1 at Caballo L. 2/7 (pst, RT). 

EARED GREIlE -- On 10 CCs; top was 200 at Caballo; 48 at Loving WdB unusual. 

WESTERN GREBE - On 4 CCs; high WdS Caballo's 200; Bluewater's 1 unusual. 
Many winter records included 2 on 1/1 at Storrie L. (JH), 1 or 2 at Cochiti 
L. lU17,2l (JlI, WH), all season at Caballo L. with peak of 20 on 1/28 (JDo, 
BZ), and 2 at Ev"dIlS L. 12/6 (JH). 

CLARK'S GREBE -- On 2 CCsj an unusual 66 at Caballo (down to 45 on 1/28, JDo 
and BZ). One on 1/4 at L. McMillan, where infrequent (WH). 

AIDM)pflJf1US sp. -- On 4 CCsj IlDSt WdB 50 at Caballo. 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN -- On 2 CCsj 27 on L. Avalon; the unusual 1 at Fann­
ington stayed in area at least to 1/12 (AN). Apparently injured bird at 
Big Dry Creek, GrdIlt County, 12/3 (SWi). Other reports all fran L. McMillan: 
37 on 1/4 (WH), 3 on 1/6 (mac), and 25 on 2/15-16 (RT). 

IXlUBLE-CRESrED ())RM)RANT -- On 3 CCs, with 43 at L. Avalon and 1 at Albuquer­
que both unusual. 

OLIVACEDUS OJRM)RANT -- Only CC, a surprising 33 at Caballo, where species 
WdB common after being generally absent in previous winter. Also there, 1 
on 12/8 (WH) and 1 imnature 1/28 (JH). 

AMERICAN BI'ITERN -- On 2 CCsj 1 at Albuquerque was unusual. 1 at Bosque NWR 
1/10 CRT, PSt). 

GREAT BLUE HERON -- On 15 CCsj JOClst was 30 at Las CruceSj 28 at Albuquerque 
\V"dS abnonnally high. At Cochiti L., 16 on 1/25 (rn) and 19 on 2/15 (PI). 

GREAT ffiRET -- On 4 CCsj unusual 4 at Roswell. SurprisinglY widespread for 
a bird that nornnlly vacates New Meixco in winter: 1 to 4 at Caballo L. 12/16-
19 (BZ, Ild); in lower Rio GrdIlde Valley, 1 at Hatch 1/31 (JH) and 1 at Old 
Refuge 1/4 (BZ). In lower Pecos Valley, 3 to 4 at Bitter L. 1/9, 13 (KW) and 
1 at L. McMillan 1/4 (WH). 

SNOWY ffiRET -- On 2 CCs. 3 at Caballo 12/18 (Ild); 1 wintered at Bitter L. (KW). 

CATTLE ffiRET -- 1 on Las Cruces CC WdB only winter report. 

GREEN-BACKED HERON -- Again, 1 on Las Cruces CC was sole sighting. 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON -- On 5 CCs; the 36 at Roswell was above nornnl. 

'l1JNDRA SWAN -- Only report, 1 at McAllister L. 1/5 (mac). 
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TRUMPETER SWAN -- unusual: A single subadult swan which preferred t.he comreny of 
Sandhill Cranes WdS first seen at Percha fum SP on 1/12 and remained there at. 
least to 2/9. During that period it was seen by a good many of the state's best 
field observers and was repeatedly described in detail. Finally it WdS recorded 
as a quite likely Trumpeter Swan, but not positively confinood. At least two 
fell that it WdS probably a Tundra SWan. The species is rare in New Mexico, 
confinood only by a specimen found dead in the Mimbres Valley in 1977. Among the 
observers this time were ElY, CA, LM, Julius Miller, BZ, JDJ, PSn, JH, WHB, 
CP" RT, and PSt. 

SWAN sp. -- A single flying high over Bluewdter L. 12/17 (JT) could not be 
identified. 

GREATER WIIITE-I'llCM' GCDSE -- 2 at Santa Fe R. dam 1/25 (CR), 2 at Cochiti marsh 
1/25 (PI) and 2/18 (WH), 12 at Los Lunas 1/24 (00), singles at Percha Dam SP 
1/28 (JlI) and 2/26 (LM), and 1 at Bitter L. 2/7 (pst, RT) and 2 on 2/26 (KW). 

SOClW GCDSE ---On ::I 0Cs, with unusual 1,400 on L. Avalon. High report for season 
at Bosque NWR was about 20,000 (HLe). Clayton area population the lowest 
in years (WC); seen at La Cueva SGR and Mord 12/10 (IJ,!ac); 9 near Gila Cliff 
Dwellings 12/31 (Jim Koons); and 75 at Tularosa 2/8-10 (J&NHt). Blue form 
on 2 0Cs, with 15 on L. AV'"dion. 

ROSS' GCDSE -- Only ce, 8 at Farmington; third consecutive winter in area. 
Highs at Bosque NWR, 800+ on 12/26 and 1,300+ on 2/8 (HLe). 

CANADA C.cosE -- On 12 0Cs; high or unusual, 5,525 at Farmington, 2 on Sandias 
count, and 32 on Gila R. Winter peak at Bitter L., 1,724 on 2/6 (K"W). 

EIJYPTIAN GCOSE -- Birds reported as this species (Alopochen aegyptiacus) at 
Roswell country club during the period (KW). Probably escapes. 

WCOD IXJCK -- On 6 0Cs; IOOSt was 5 at Roswell. Male and female at Zuni 
filtmlion plant 12/3-2/7 (DC, JT); male at Las Cruces 1/5-22 (illS). 

MANDARIN DUCK -- 3 males, 1 female in Corrdles area 12/20 (Jl1), Tom Sisk). 
This is where a male, assumed to be an escapee, was seen in Decanber 1984. 

GREEN-WINGED TEAL -- On 11 counts; high of 76 at Bluewater L. 

MAlJ.JuID -- On 16 0Cs, notably 12,383 at Farmington, 1,088 at Albuquerque. 
MeXICail form: On 3 0Cs; 5 in Peloncillos, on Carlsbad report without details. 
1 male with 8 Mallards at Mangas Springs 2/9 (RF); 2 plus a hybrid in Uvas 
Valley 1/28-30 (JH); 8 at Gray Ranch 12/30 and 2 there 2/20 (JH). 

NrnTHERN PINTAIL -- On 9 0Cs; high was 179 at Loving. Sharply down in Clayton 
area (MM). 

BUJE-WINGED TEAL -- On 4 0Cs.1 male 12/26 at Caballo L. (JS). 

CINNMUN TEAL -- Only ce, 1 on Gila R. 2 at Cochiti L. 2/21 (WH), 4 males 
at Caballo L. 2/7 (PSt, RT); male at Bitter L. 1/30 (KW). 

NOOTIIERN SOOVELER -- On 10 0Cs; IOOSt was 872 at Roswell. 

GADWALL -- On 13 0Cs; high was 306 at Roswell. Fewest in winter since 1976 at 
Fanllington (AN). 

AMERICAN WIGEON -- On 12 0Cs; 610 at Roswell. 1 at Santa Fe was first since 
1972.on a ce. 
CANVASBACK -- On 6 0Cs; highest, 37 at Loving. 

RIDIEAD -- On 9 0Cs; JOOst were 475 at Roswell. 

RING-NECKED DUCK -- On 12 0Cs; highest, 133 at Farmington. 

GREi\TER SCAUP -- unusual: On 2 0Cs, 1 at Caballo and 4 at Zuni with good details • 
•• • Season brought a multitude of records of this species, nonnally very rdre 
in N.M.: male and female at Rio Grande Nature Center 2/22 (WIn and 2/23 (pst); 
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male and 2 females at Black Rock Reservoir 2/1 (DC)j 3 males and a female 
near Las VegdS 1/1 (JH, JV) j 2 males below Q!.ballo L. 12/16 (IrZ) j at Perella 
Dam, :.1 males 1/5, 8, and 2 males and a female 1/15-16, male and female 1/19 
and 2 males 2/5 (IN) j male at Nutria L. 12/15 (DC). 

LESSER SCAUP -- On 10 CCs, with 120 on Gila River. 120 also on Evans L. 12/6j 
area ' s second JOOSt abundant duck. 

SURF so:JI'ER -- unusual: Only OC record, 1 at Q!.ballo, with good details. This 
rare duck also seen there 1/28 (BZ) and 2/7 (lrr, PSt). 

WHlTE-WIJ«iED SCXJfER -- unusual: 2 at Bitter L. 2/16 (RT). 

UlIM)N GOLDENEYE -- On 8 CCs, with unusual 77 at Q!.ballo. 35 at Percha 
Dam SP 12/16 (JIb, BZ). 

BUFFLElIEAD -- On 11 CCs, up to 501 at Roswellj4 at Gila River were new for 
=unt. 1 at Black Rock reservoir 12/5 (DC), 5 below Q!.ballo L. 12/6 (BZ, 
JIb), and 150 throughout season at Bitter L. (KW). 

JDJDED MERGANSER -- On 4 CCsj 1 at Zuni rated unusual. 1 or 2 at Clayton (we), 
Las Vegas NWR (PI), Cochiti L. (pst), and at Bosque NWR 2/8 (In.e) amd 2/20 
(Wayne Prentice). 

ca.HlN MERGANSER -- On 13 CCsj most was 3,000 at Q!.balloj =nsidered unusual 
were 73 at Albuquerque and 1 on Sandias count. 

RID-BREASTED MERGANSER -- On 1 OC, 3 at L. Avalon. Also 1 or 2 at Cochiti L. 
12717-2/21 om) and at Bitter L. 1/2 (KW). 

RUDDY ruCK -- On 10 CCsj peak of 306 at Roswell. 

BLACK-SlDULDERED KITE - unusual: Singles northeast of Deming 12/29 (ul) 
and at San Sinnn Cieneg-d ~les B. Schaughency). 

OSPREY -- unusual: More reports than usual, including singles at Bosque NWR 
J272(i(In.e) j at Q!.ballo L.on OC and 1/8 (IN) and 2/7 (RT, PSi) j near Cliff 
12/20, and on Gila River OC. 

I3Alli EAGLE -- Reflecting the =unt of 316 on the annual state survey in 
January, vs. an averdge of 230 (GS+), there were reports fran all oiajor 
dminages and bodies of water (v.o.). AJrvng many Cochiti L. reports, the 
peak nl.llllber was found 1/13 and 1/14 by T. Johnson, with 23 adults and 32 
irmutures, including 33 in the adjacent Q!.pulin Q!.nyon and 22 in Alann 
Canyon -- all-time high for the area. 41 were still at Cochiti"l!25'(PI,CR). 
Southwest of the speciegusual range in N.M. was 1 at L. McMillan 1/10-11 
(B. Swayze, SW). 

NOImIERN GOSHAWK -- unusual: 4 on Zuni OC. 

Hi\RRIS' HAWK --~: A vagrant near Tularosa 2/12 (JM). 

RID-TAILED HAWK -- Single melanistics near Zuni 2/1 (DC), and at Bosque 
NWR 12/3 and near Q!.rlsbad 2/7 (RT). 1 of Harlan's race* at Zuni 1/12 (JT). 

FEllRlKiINOOS HAWK --~: 1 dark phase at Zuni 12/18 (JT). 

RCUill-I...ElJGED HAWK --~: 1 dark phase near Zuni in January (DC, TR). 

PEREIiRINE Fft.I..a'N -- unusual: A vagrant at Rattlesnake Springs 1/4 (WH). 1 on 
Southwest Audubon mptor =unt (RF+) W"dS only the third in 12 years. 

MJN'I'EZUMA ~AIL -- 7 on Peloncillo oc. I1eported with no details in Sierra 
de las Uvas 1/10 (fide Linda Seibert) j first local record. 

NOOTHERN EOOIYlUTE -- 10 at Bltter L. 2/6 (KW). 

SCALEDrfAIL -- 128 on Q!.rlsbad OCj 10 on Gila Valley OC were new to count. 
uru:€= ed at Bitter L. for season (KlY). 
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VIRGINIA nAIL. -- On 5 CCs; nnst WdS 7 at Fannington. In Clayton area during 
winter with high J on 1~/28 (we, MM); a few all suason at ItIang'dS Springs (RF), 
and 1 at ritter L. 1/2 (KW). 

~ -- Singles on 3 CCs. lDW nwnbers a.ll winter at Mangas Springs (RI') and 
Ditter L. (KW). lor 2 at L. McM1l1an (WH). 

ca.tI.ct~ MXll~ -- Only OC record, 5 at u·s eru ... -es . 

. Al!E1UCAr!. ClXIr. -- On .13 a::s, wHh 13,642 at Roswell. 

3Al;IIIILL C!U.NE _ .. On 5 CCsj 5,800 at Bosc,.ue. Other hig!lS: 2CO in Gila Valley 
Ti,7tfTiu.f, 52 at Redl"UCk December-February (Alton Ford), 7,300 on 1/2 and 
4,200 on 2/26 at Bitter L. (KW). 

WIlX)PINJ CRANE -- Largest number in central N.M. was 23 (Wendy Brown, RD} with 
1 wintering near Ascension, Chihuahua. 

SNOWY PLOVER --~: 'lb1rd N.M. winter record WdS 1 at Lagwla Grande 1/4 (WH). 

KIllDEER -- On 16 CCs; nnst was 101 at Las Cruces. 

GREATER YEI..J.J)WLEGS -- On 4 CCs; 11 at L. Avalon. 2 at Percha llim SP 12/18 
and 1/28 (BZ) and 10 on White Sands Missile Range (JM). 

LESSER YELLOWI..EIiS -- Only reports, 1 at Bosque NWH 12/26 and 2/8 (HLe). 

SIUITED SANDPIPElI. -- On 2 CCs; unusual 8 at Caballo. Also 1 at Pleasanton 2/15 
(§Wi) ana 4 at caballo 12/8 (WH) and 6 on 12/16 (BZ). 

WESTERN SANDPIPElI. -- On 1 OC (1 at uwing), and 1 at Lagwla Grande 1/4 (WH). 

LEASI'SANDPIPElI. -- On 2 CCs, with very high lOS at Caballo. Even l1K)re -- 204 
-- at Lagwla Grande 1/4 (WH). 

I1l«i-BIll£[) IXJWI'I"(lIffi -- On only Avalon OC, where also 72 were seen 1/4 and 15+ 
2116 Orr). 3 at COChiti L. 12/11 (pst) and 1 at Bosque NWH 1/10 (pst). 

~ SNIPE -- On 14 CCs; up to 25 at Gila River. 

AMERICAN wcaxxxx -- unusual: Second Carlsbad Caverns NP record was a single 
at Rattlesnake Springs~ described by Kim Watson. 

LITI'LE GULL -- unusual: An imnature was associating with Bonaparte's Gulls 
at L. McMillan I74(WH) and ag-din 2/16-17 (RT). These are the first records 
of this species in New Mexico. 

B::X'IAPARTE'S GULL -- 94 at L. McMillan 1/4 (WH) had decreased to 30+ by 2/16-17 
(RT). Both are very high N.M. winter counts. 

RING-BIll£[) GULL -- 800 on Caballo OC and 650 on Avalon OC. 190 at Cochiti 
L. 1/7 had all left by 1/22 (WH), with 9 returning by 2/15 (PI +). 

CALIFOONIAGULL - More than usual: 1 adult at Cochiti L. 12/11 (PSt) and 1/7 
(WH); a first-year bird at Caballo L. 12/8 (WH) and a third-year bird there 
1/28 (BZ, JIb). 

HERRINJ GULL -- 1 at Storrie L. 1/1 (JR, JV), 9 to 12 at Cochiti L. 12/21 
(JR), up to 8 at Caballo L. in December and January (BZ, JIb), at Bitter L. 
all winter (KW), and 2 on L. Avalon OC. 

THAYER'S GULL -- unusual: An adult at Cochiti L. 1/7 (WH) was the first Rio 
Grande Valley Sighting north of Bosque NWH. 

BLACX-LFIlGED KI'ITIWAKE -- 1 at Burn L. 12/21 (UIS) and 12/23 (Harold Harrison), 
for about the ninth state Sighting, only one of which is documented by specimen 
or photograph. 

~'S TERN -- unusual: The first N.M. winter records were all well-des­
cribed: singles on-cibiiIIo and L. Avalon CCs, 1 at L. McMillan 1/4 (WH) and 
at least 6 there 2/15-16 (RT). 
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WlIITE-WIlKJED roVE -- Highs were 21 on L. Av~on ce and 45 on Las Cruces ce, as 
well as 20 to 30 at Socorro 12/6 to 2/14 (JS) and 35 at Percha Uun SP 1/28 (BZ, 
Jfu). But only 1 at Truth or Consequences 2/7-12 (I:y,J). 

INCA roVE -- unusual: 1** was at a feeder in Zuni, where rare, 12/12-1/15 (OC, 
JT) .•.. 9 at sOCQiT()l2/29 (JS) and up to 3 daily at Alanvgordo December-February 
(RJ). 

m1M:lN GROUND roVE -- 4 on Carlsbad ce, without details. 

GREATER ROAOOUNNER -- unuSU<l.l: 1 at Zuni throughout the period (OC, JT) •.•• 
2 at Gray RaIlch 12/30 ~ 

m1M:lN BARN OWL -- unusual: 8 in Las Animas Creek near Percha Uun 1/4 (BZ) was 
a large number for this species, which is usually solitary or in pairs. 

WESTERN SCREECij oWL -- unusual: 1 on Silver City ce was the first ever for that 
count. ---

lDNG--EARED OWL --~: 1 on 1/11 at Zuni (JT). 

SOORT-EAREO OWL --~: 1 northwest of Coolidge 1/10 (JT). 

NORTHERN SAW-WHEf OWL -- 2 in Cottonwood Canyon in December (AM). 

WHITE-1HROATED. SWIFT -- 15-20 at caOOllo Uun 1/28 (BZ, JIlo) and 2/19 (JH); 
several hunared over Gila Yalley 2/22 (RF). 

LEWIS' WOODPECKER -- In high numbers: 46 on Bluewater ce and 19 on Silver City ce. 
ACUlli \'t1XlDPECKER - Exceptional 32 on Gila River ce. 
WILLIAMSON'S SAPSUCKER -- A high 9 on Bluewater ce. 
IO\'NY \'t1XlDPECKER -- Singles at Percha Uun SP 12/12 and 1/28 (BZ, Jfu) were 
south of range, and 1 on University of New Mexico campus 12/10 (WH) was out 
of habitat. 

NORI'HERN FLICKER -- 17 of the yellow-shafted fonn were high for Roswell ce. 
llAMM)ND'S FLYCATCHER -- 1* at Percha Uun SP 1/28 (Jfu, BZ) and 2/16 (CR). 

DUSKY!HAMMJND'S FLYCATCHER -- 1 near Pleasanton 2/13, 23 (M.J.Renfro, SWi). 

BLACK PfDEBE -- North of usual were 1 or 2 at Cochiti Uun 1/7 and 2/17 (WH+), 
1/25 and 2/8 (CR) and 2/15 (PI+). 

EASTERN PfDEBE -- 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 1/4 (WH) and 1/1 and 2/11 (park 
staff). 

SAY'S PfDEBE -- 1 at Santa Fe 1/18 (John Arnold). 

VERMILION FLYCATCHER -- A male near Silver City 2/22 was early (RF). 

TREE SWALl.C1f\' -- 1 or 2 were late at L. Iok:Millan 1/4 (WH). About 15 at Percha 
Uun SP 1/19 (rn) were possible early migrants. 

NORTIIERN ROlKJH-WIlKJED SWALl.C1f\' -- Possible early migrants, 2 at caOOllo Uun 
2/19 (JH). 

CAVE SWALl.C1f\' -- Returned to Carlsbad caverns 2/11 (park staff); earliest 
recorded date of return was 2/9/73. 

BARN SWAllDw -- 2 at caballo Uun 12/8 (WH) were late. 

STELLER'S JAY -- 208 on Bluewater ce was high. Singles at Bernalillo 2/25 and 
in Jmm Tabo Canyon 2/28 (WH) remained after the fall influx into the MRGV. 
1 to 3 were on the White Sands Missile Range 1/29 and 2/12 (JM). 

BLUE JAY -- 3 still in Albuquerque in January-February after last fall's 
incursion (Nancy Joste, Charles Wellborn). 

PINYON JAY -- Noteworthy ce counts: 1,155 Bluewater, 672 at Zuni, and 70 
on Gila River. 
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(LARK'S NUl'CRAacER -- A high 52 on Bluewater 0:. 

BLACX BILLED MAGPIE -- Local record of 92 on Santa Fe 0:. 

AMERICAN. CROW -- 26 to 32 at Mangas Springs 12/6 to 1/6 (RF). 

QlIHUAHUAN RAVEN -- 79 on La Luz 0: WdS hlgh. 

BLACX-CAPPED OlIQ(Aj)EE -- 45 on Esp<ii\ola 0: and 26 on Albuquerque 0: were ele­
vated counts. 

ItI)UNI'AIN Oll(XADEE -- 166 on Zuni 0: and 300 on Bluewater 0:. None on Fann­
ington 0: for first time since 1970, and absent fran L\>lla Ana O:>unty. 1 at 
Clayton 12/23 (MIl) remained at higher elevations thls winter. 

BRIDLED TITMOUSE -- On COs, 24 at Caballo, 15 at Silver City, and 93 in 
Peloncillos. 

VElIDIN -- 1 at La Joya ffiR 2/26 (WH). 

BUSHTIT -- High COs: 136 at Zuni, 110 at Silver City, 197 in Peloncillos. 
IOarXlbuquerque 1/23 (WH). 1 at Bitter L. 2/22 (Jim r.k>ntgomery, fide KW); 
rare in lower Pecos Valley. 

~BREASTED NUIHATCH -- 18 on Albuquerque 0:. Totally absent fran L\>'i1a Ana 
County all winter (BZ), as was the WHITE-BREASTED NUI'HATCH. 

BROWN OlEEPER -- 1 on Las Cruces 0:. 

RaX WREN -- Singles on Fannington and Espaliola COs, where casual in winter. 

IUJSE WREN -- Highs: 5 at Percha Dam SP 12/18 and 6 at Old Refuge 1/4 (BZ). 

WINTER WREN -- 2 at Blackrock Dam 12/17 (JT). 

AMERICAN DIPPER -- 1 at Cochiti Dam spillway 1/25 (PI, CR). 

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLEI' -- Large fall flight's inqxlct continued through the 
winter. On CCS, 3 in Peloncillos, 18 at Albuquerque, 1 at Caballo. 1 at 
Zuni 1/11 (JT), 2 at Silver City 12/15-19 (George r.k>seley), and 3 at L. 
McMillan 1/4 (WH). 

BUIE-GRAY GNATCATCHER -- On COs, 1 at Sevilleta (no details), 1 at La Luz 
(details), and 2 at Carlsbad (details). 

BLACX-TAILED GNATCATCHER -- 1 on Las Cruces 0:, 2 on Peloncillos 0:. 

GNATCATCHER sp. -- 2 at Percha Dam SP 2/16 (CR). 

EASTERN BLUEBIRD -- 17 on Las Cruces 0:. 12 at Percha Dam SP 1/28 (BZ). 

WESTERN BLUEBIRD -- Large numbers south fran Santa Fe in the Rio GI".rnde Valley 
to Las eruces, then west to the Peloncillo Mts. (v.o.). 

ItI)UNI'AIN BllJEBIRD -- Concentrations shifted to western New Mexico, apart fran 
the Zuni area. On COs, 117 at Fannington, 400 at Silver City, 124 in the 
Peloncillos. 

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE -- Though some COs produced relatively high counts for 
their areas, they were widely distributed: 36 at Clayton, 215 at Santa Fe, 
35 at Las Cruces, and 16 at L. Avalon. 

AMERICAN ROBIN -- High 0: counts widely distributed: Farmington 769, Clayton 
294, Silver City 8l4.z. Carlsbad 206. But northern Rio Grande Valley counts were 
relatively low (Espanola 115, Santa Fe 58), possibly owing to heavy snow cover. 

SAGE TlIRASllER -- A few north to Zuni (JT) and Bitter L. (KW). 

BROWN THRASHER -- 1 at Zuni 12/9-2/17 (OC, 'IR), 1 at Sandia Haven 1/9+ (fide 
RT), 1 at Bosque NWR 12/26 (HLe), 1 at Percha Dam SP 2/16· (CR), and 4 on 
Carlsbad 0:. 

BENDIRE'S THRASHER -- 1 on Peloncillo 0:. 
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CURVE-BILLED THRASHER -- <Xl 0Cs, Silver City 26, Carlsbad 18. Present at 
Santa Fe all winter (880), 1 at Bitter L. 2/2 (KW). 
CRISSAL TIffiASHER -- unusual: l"ilt Santa Fe all season (Ted Stampfer) and 1 on 
CC were firsts for the city •••• Singles at La Joya s:JR 2/26 (WH), Bitter L. 
1/2 (KW) and Gray Ranch 12/30 (JE), and 2 in Florida Mts. 2/19-20 (JH). 

WATER PIPIT -- 664 on Loving ex::. 
OCHEMIAN WAXWItli -- None reported despi te huge numbers in Colorado. 

CEDAR WAXWItli -- <Xl 0Cs, Fannington 201, Silver City 338, Caballo 301. Camnn 
in fufla Alia COunty (BZ) but low numbers elsewhere. 

NCRIHERN SHRIKE -- Singles on Bluewater and Zuni 0Cs. 

SJLITARY VIRB) -- unusual: 1 at Percha Dun SP 12/16 (BZ, Jfu); at least the 
state's 8th winter recont 
I~'S VIRB) -- 2 on Gila Valley ex:: were new to the count. 

CJRAr«:iE-atOWNED WARBLER -- unusual: 1 wintered at F"d.nnington for the third 
consecutive year (ilL} •••. 6 on Las Cruces ex::. 
YELLCNI-RUMPED WARBLER -- ~ I"dCe: 1 at Santa Fe 12/17 (JH), 2 at L.Mc­
Millan 1/4 (wH). Audubon's race: 6 on Zuni ex::. NlUDbers low at Silver City 
(RF), and only 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 1/4 (WH). 

NCRIHERN WATERlHRUSH -- unusual: 1 at Albuquerque 1/4 (lIS) was the second 
detailed winter record f~Mexico. 

<ndMJN YEI..I.DfllIOOAT - 2 on Las Cruces ex::. 
ABERT'S 'IUIVl1EE - 2 on Peloncillos ex::. 4* at San SiJoon Cienega 2/21 (JH). 

AMERICAN. TREE SPARROW -- unusual: 61 on Clayton ex::; rarely seen there .... 15+ 
near Las Vegas NWR 1/1 (JH, JV)j 1 at Bosque NWR 2/7 (RT, PSt). 

GRASSlDPPER SPARROW --~: 7* on Peloncillos ex::j rare in N.M. in winter. 

FOX SPARROW -- Single reddish birds at Socorro 12/15-2/20 (m, RT), near 
Mesilla 1/4 and later (BZ+), and Rattlesnake Springs 1/4 (WH). 

LINCOLN'S SPARROW -- 2 on Bluewdter ex:: and 1 at Zuni 12/20-21 and 1/13, 16 
(J'f) were north of nonnal winter range. 

WHITE-1HROATED SPARROW -- Most records fran Rio Grande Valley except 3 at 
Raton 1/1 (RY), 1 at Zuni 1/16 (JT), and 2 on La Luz ex::. 
GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW -- 1* on Caballo ex::. 2 at Bosque NWR 1/23 (Lavid Narin). 

HARRIS' SPARROW -- Unusually nlUDerous. 7 bmlatures on Fannington ex:: (fourth 
time on count and first since 1976), and 1 on Silver City ex:: (second time on 
count since 1960) .... 17 reported fran Rio Grande Valley westward (v.o.). 

YEUDW-EYEO JUNOJ -- unusual: 2 on Peloncillos ex::. Very rarely seen in this 
nnuntain range. ---

Mc(l)WN'S u:::RiSPUR -- Up to 35 west of Magdalena frem early December to 2/8 (HLe). 
1 ** to 2 in southern fum Ana County 12/1-2/11 (BZ). 

LAPLAND lDtliSPUR -- unusual: 1 west of Magdalena 12/23 (HLe); very rare in N.M. 

YEUJJW-HEADW BLACXBIRD -- North of usual winter range: 9 at Zuni 2/28 (OC), 
and 1 at Las Vegas 1/1 (JH, JV). 

RUSTY BLACXBIRD -- <Xlly at Las Vegas: 3* on 1/1 and 1 on 1/24 (JH). 

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE -- North of usual records were 2 at Zuni 12/21 (JT+) 
and 8 there 1110 ana 2/28 (OC); 2 on Bluewater ex::; 6 at Las Veg'dS 1/1 (JH,JV) • 
• • • Also notable: 50 on 12/20 and 1/9 at Silver City (RF+), where species 
now appears to be resident. 
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BOClWN-HEADED <XJWBIRD -- North of usual winter range: 45 at Pena Blanca 1/7 
(WH), 8 on Bluewater OC, and 49 near Cliff 1/3 (RF+). 

ROSY FINCH -- unusual: 8 "brown-capped" at a Farmington feeder 2/26-28 
during a period of heavy snowfall (AN) -- first report there since 1977 and 
first local report at a feeder. 

PINE GROSBEAK -- 10 on Sandias OC. 

PURPLE FINCH -- 5* (2 males and 3 females) possibly at Las Vegas OC. 

CASSIN'S FINCH -- Reports most frequent from December to early January, then 
again in late February, mostly in or near IOOntane areas (v. o. ). Southern­
most were 1 near Cliff 1/3 &. 47 at Silver City 12/20 (RF+). 

LESSER GOLDFINCH -- 2 at Albuquerque 1/3 (CR). 

EVENI~ GROSBEAK -- Only a few in Santa Fe through the period. Irregularly 
noted in Zuni Mts. and in Albuquerque area. Other reports: 123 at Farmington 
12/20 (AN+), 64 at Raton 1/1 (RY), several at Bosque NWR 1/24 (illS), and 
4 at Silver City 12/20 (RF+) and 1/31 (JH). 
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