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FIl.Ct.I 'IlIE EDI'IURS: 

Good documentation, including photographs, added tl>O species to the confinned 
New Mexico roster this season. 

The Boreal Owl, a small strictly nocturnal northern raptor of the forests of 
North America and Eurasia, had been IIDving casually into our western lID\Hltains. 
When it \\as fowxl 50 miles fran Colorado's southern horder, John J. Rawinsk1, 
a National Forest biologist, began a springtime search for it along Dixie Creek 
in New Mexico's Carson National Forest near Qunbres Pass. Efforts failed in 
1984-86, but on April 14-19, 1987, Rawinski and Dile Stahlecker, an Albuquerque 
biologist, saw an adult male south of the state line, recorded its call, and 
obtained flash photogr-dphs. It \\as the farthest south sighting, l>Orldwide, for 
the species. 

Happenstance led to discovery of a Piping Plover at Springer Lake on April 22 
by Dick and Jean Hoffman, of Cleveland, Ohio. Heading heme fran one of their 
frequent New Mexico birding trips, they photographed this out-of-place rarity 
and described it in detail. There had been sight records in 1964 and 1981. 
The Hoffmans also reported; but did not photograph, an \Hlusual Northern Beard
less TyrarulUlet near Redrock. 

It \\as a typical \Hleven New Mexico spring. Heavy Los Al3lOOS precipitation in
terfered with nesting. Albuquerque \\as on the damp side, while the Gila Valley 
\\as dry, cool and windy; hoth reported mediocre migration, with warblers par
ticularly scarce. Nevertheless there ~re high points, including: 

A rare P"dcific Loon in Eddy County. Two Sabine's Gulls at ZUni -- wrong time 
and place. An \Hl~l Yellow-throated Warbler, yet a "dearth" of eastern war
blers. Tricolored & Little Blue Herons at Bosque NWR. An undocumented Groove
billed Ani in n:ifu. Ana County. 

The spring raptor CO\Hlt in the Sandias, February 100May 10, ran into heavy snow 
cover into early April and \Hlusual easterly winds in the latter IIDnth, evidently 
diverting migrdIlts fran the IIDlIIltains. Total sightings, including raptors uni
dentified as to species, fell to 2,416 fran 3,129 in 1986. Seventeen species 
~re noted -- Black-shouldered and Mississippi Kites for the first time, but 
Rough-legged, Broad-winged and Zone-tailed Ha\\ics absent. The tabulation: 

Turkey Vulture 569 
Osprey 42 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 
MiSSissippi Kite 1 
Bald Eagle 5 
Northern Harrier 43 
SharJr-shinned Hawk 450 
Cooper's Hawk 536 
Northern Goshawk 15 

Swainson's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Ferruginous Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Peregrine Falcon 
Prairie Falcon 

47 
187 

12 
214 
103 

6 
8 

17 

SPRIt«i BIRD axJNI'S IN NEW MEXIOO (name, sponsor, date, OCIIIpiler, species): 

Eddy Co\Hlty (N.M.Ornithological Society), 5/9-10, Mike Medrano, 118 

Espa'aola Big Diy Co\Hlt (Sangre de Cristo Auduhon Society), 5/17, 
W. Burton Lewis, 92 

Farmington (Four Corners Bird Club), 5/9, Alan Nelson, 105 

Gila Valley Spring Migration Co\Hlt and Big Bird Bash (Southeast N.M. 
Auduhon Society and N. M. Auduhon Co\HlCil) , 5/2, Ralph Fisher, 151 

otero Co\Hlty Bird Club (OCBC) Co\Hlt, 5/2-3, Robert Jenness, 112 
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INITIALED OBSERVERS IN 1lIIS ISSUE: 

PEl -- Pat Basham 
SBo -- Sarah Boles 
IX; -- IAlvid Cleary 
we -- Wes Cook 
Me -- Marge Craner 

JIb -- Jeff LOnaldson 
RF -- Ralph Fisher 
G&GIF (GF, GlY) -- Grace 

&. Glenn Flinn 
MF -- Mark Flippo 

11-1 -- Lois Herrmann 
L&.JIIo -- Dick &. Jean 

Hof:fman 
SH -- Steve Hoffman 
1lI -- Tyler Huning 
WI! -- William Howe 

PI -- Pat Insley 
R&KJ (RJ, KJ) -- Robert 

&. Katherine Jenness 
Ill.. -- H.H.Lesperance 
CL -- Carol Levine 
BL -- W. Burton Lewis 

JM -- John McNelly 
MMe -- Mike Medrano 
rN -- LOris Miller 
WM -- William Mobley 
'Ildu -- Tim Mi tchusson 

AN -- Alan Nelson 
M&ID (1tI), 00) -- May 

JH -- John P. Hubbard 
r&SH (00, SH) -- Dustin &. 

&. Stuart 0' Bytne 
trR&VM -- Robert &. 
L Virginia Messick 

JP -- Joanne Phillips 
RR -- Ross Rasmussen 

Susan Huntington 
J&.NHt (JHt, NHt) -- J<r 

Sl3Jlh &. Nancy Hut to 

TR -- Fr. Terence Rhoades 
CR -- Chris Rustay 

LCX:ALITIES AND 'IlIEIR mutITIES IN THIS ISSUE: 

abbreviations and symbols in text: 

L. -- Lake R. -- River 

RS -- Robert Scholes 
lIS -- Hart R. Schwarz 
UfS -- Lorraine H. 

Schulte 
Il'ie ._- IAlvid Se}'llDUr 
JS -- John Shipnan 
PSn -- Pat Snider 
IlSt -- IAlle Stahlecker 
PSt -- Paul Steel 

JTa -- Jackie Talley 
RT -- Ross Teuber 
JT -- John Trochet 
BU -- Bill Uihlein 
JY -- James Vaught 

SW -- Steve West 
WW-- William West 
SWi -- Sartor Williams III 
KW -- Kathy Wood 
RY -- Rob YaksiCh 
BZ -- Barry Zillmer 

MRGY -- middle Rio Grande Valley 
Mt. (Mts.) -- Mountain(s) 

SGR -- State Game Re:fuge 
SP -- State Park 

NM -- National Monument v. o. -- various observers 
N. M. -- New Mexico 
NP -- National Park 
NWR -- National Wildlife Refuge 
CCBC -- Otero OJunty Bird Club 

* -- details provided 
** -- photograph 
*** -- specimen 

Aguirre Springs -- LO\1a Ana 
Alameda -- Bernalillo 
Alamo Canyon -- Otero 
Alcuoogordo -- Otero 
Albuquerque -- Bernalillo 
Animas -- Hidalgo 
Animas Valley -- Hidalgo 

Bandelier NM -- Sandoval, 
Los Alamos 

Belen -- Valencia 
Bernalillo -- SandoV'dl 
Bitter L. NWR (Bitter 

L.) -- Chaves 
Black Range -- Grant 
Bosque del Apache NWR 

(Bosque NWR) -- Socorro 

Caballo L., rrun -- Sierra 
Carlsbad -- F£ldy 
Carlsbad Caverns NP - F£ldy 
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Clanton Canyon -- Hidalgo 
Clayton, Clayton L. 

-- Union 
Cloudcroft -- Otero 
O:>ch1ti L., Canyon, 

Pueblo -- Sandoval 

LOnaldson's fann -- LOna 
Ana 

Durling's fann -- LOlla Ana 

Elephant Butte L. --
Sierra 

El Yado 1. -- Rio Arriba 
Einbudi to -- Bernalillo 
Encino -- Torrance 
Espailola -- Rio Arriba 

Farmington -- San Juan 
Fort Union -- Mora 

Gila R. -- Grant, 
Catron, Hidalgo 

Glenwood -- Catron 
Guadalupe Canyon -

Hidalgo 

Heron L. -- Rio Arriba 
High Rolls -- Otero 
Hobbs -- Lea 
Holleman L. -- Otero 
Jemez Mts., R., Springs, 

Pueblo -- Sandoval 

Laguna Grande -- F£ldy 
L. McMillan -- F£ldy 
la Luz -- Otero 
las Cruces -- Lci1a Ana 
las Vegas -- San Miguel 
Lordsburg -- Hidalgo 
Los Alamos -- Los 

Alamos 

'87-2 (spring '8, 



Los Lunas -- Valencia 
Los Ojos -- Rio Arriba 

Magdalena Mts. -- Socorro 
Mang'dS Springs -- Grant 
Maxwell NWR -- Colfax 
McAllister L. -- san 

Miguel 
Mesa rest stop -- Olaves, 

de Baca 
Mescalero Apache Reserva-

tion -- Otero 
Morgan L. - San Juan 
Mule Creek -- Gr'dnt 
Nutria L. - McKinley 
Qso Cmyon -- Rio Arriba 

Parkview -- Rio Arriba 
Percha nun SP -- Sierra 
Pleasanton -- Catron 
Post Office Canyon -

Hidalgo 

Randal's Pool -- Ibna Ana 
Raton -- Colfax 
Rattlesnake Springs --

rudy 
Redrock -- Gr'dIlt 
Rio Rancho -- Sandoval 
Roswell -- Olaves 
Ruidoso -- Lincoln 

Sabinoso -- San Miguel 
Sacramento L., Mts., R. 

-Otero 
Sandia Mts., Crest, 

Park -- Bernalillo 
San Rafael - Cibola 
San SinDn Cienega --

Hidalgo 
Santa Fe -- Santa Fe 
Sena -- San Miguel 
Shady Lakes (in Alame-

da) - Bernalillo 
Sierra Blanca -- Sierra 

San Francisco R. -- Catron 
Silver City -- Grant 
Socorro -- Socorro 
Springer L. -- Colfax 
Storrie L. -- San Miguel 
Sumner L. -- de Baca 
Sycanvre Canyon -- Grant 

Tres Piedras -- Taos 
Trujillo Canyon -- San 

Miguel 
Truth or Consequences -

Sierra 
TuclDCari - ~y 
TUlarosa - Otero 

Velarde -- Rio Arriba 
White Lakes -- Santa Fe 

Zuni Reservation (Zuni 
for short) -- McKinley 

PACIFIC I..O::fi -- unusual: 1 photographed and seen at leisure on the Pecos R. 
east of Carlsbad, on rudy CO\lllt (MMe, rn, PSn, PSt, lfi', SW, others). Fewer than 
a dozen records of species for N.M., and only second for rudy County. 

iJ.JRNE[) GREBE -- 1 at Jemez Canyon Reservoir 3/5 (pst) and 2 in breeding plumage 
at Bosque NWR 3/39 (WH) were only reports. 

WESTERN GREllE -- Reports included 2 at Las Vegas NWR 4/26 (PI, PSn), 1 at 
Storrie L. 5/15 (WH), 4 at Caballo L. 3/29 (WH), and birds displaying at 
Elephant Butte L. in late March (TMu). 

CLARK'S GREBE -- AlnDst stateirl.de~exeept:_1n--soiltileaSt.-Over'2dozen in Zuni 
area 4/18-5/2 (OC, 1R), 10 at Las Vegas NWR 4/26 (PI, PSn), 1 there 5/15 (WH), 
4 on Springer L. 4/22 (L'&JHo), 1 on Storrie L. 5/15 (WH), 1 at Caballo L. "5/19 
(pst). and ,displaying at Elephant Butte L. iil mid-March (TMu). 

~US sp. -- Preliminary staging observed at Heron L. 4/18 (rn). 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN -- First spring records, 5 on 3/26 at Caballo L. (IN) and 
96 at Bitter L. same day (KW). Latest in Pecos or Rio Grande Valleys were at 
Bi tter L. 5/2 (KW). Unusual were 50 near Clayton 4/8-23 (we) and 76 that flew 
over the Sandia Mts. 4/23 (WH). 

lXJUBLE-rnESTED <XlllrIEANr -- 2 on Farmington CO\lllt were unusual. At least 60 at 
Cochi ti L. 3/22-5/15 (pI), with nesting observed later in the season. 

OLIVACEUlS CUlM::RANT -- 1 to 4 at Bosque NWR 3/29-4/14 (v.o.). Also at Caballo 
L. with 2 on 3/29 (WH), 1 on 5/1 (lfi') and 3 on 5/19 (pst). A probable 5/10 at 
L. McMillan, where rare (rn); incauplete details. 

LEASr BITrmN -- breeding: Nesting reported at TUclDCari L. during May and 
July (BU). 

GREAT BLUE ~ -- breeding: Active nests again in the Glenl>UOd area, with 60 
at the Kwillylek1a Ruin, 17 at Glenl>UOd,: &. 32 at Heart Bar heronry (RF). 

GREAT EriRET -- 1 at Caballo L. 4/30 (IN) and 1 -- both early and unusual --
at lbll<mm L. 3/24 (JM). 
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SNOWY EGRET -- In unusual locales, singles late at Zuni 5/23 (DC) and early at 
Holloman L. 3/24 (JM). 

LITILE BLUE HERON -- Only spring report wds a single in adult plumage at 
Bosque NWR 4/25 Orr). 

TRICOLORED HERON'-- 1 at Bosque NWR 4/14-5/16 was the only spring sighting in 
N.M. CPS, RT). 

CATILE EGRET -- Widely reported, including 1 to 4 at Zuni in April and May (DC), 
4 at Bernalillo 4/10 (pst), and a high of 22 on the Gila Valley COtUIt. Also 
seen in the Alanvgordo area and lower Pecos Valley (v.o.). 

GREEN-BACKED HERON -- 1 on the Farmington count, where somewhat unusual. First 
spring birds at Glenwood 3/19 (SWi) and at Bitter L. 4/11 (KW). Six on Gila 
Valley count WdS high. 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON -- Nonnally confined to river valleys and lakes, this 
species can show up in unexpected places: 1 at Thkepo, Zuni,' 5/29 (JT) and 2 on 
4/1S at the Mesa rest stop (CL). An inmature-plumaged bird was at Rattlesnake 
Springs 5/25 (CR); there are fewer than 5 records for Carlsbad Caverns NP. 

WHITE IBIS -- 1 reported without details from Rattlesnake Springs 4/19 (fide 
MF). One other undetailed report exists fran Eddy CmUlty, also in the spring 
(fide SW). 

WHITE-FACED IBIS -- 20 near Tularosa 3/1S (J&NHt). lUgh spring count was 
apparently 80 at Bosque NWR 5/1 (RT). 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED CiCOSE -- A single at Percha Uun SP 3/5 (LM) was only 
sighting. 

SNOW GCDSE -- Late singles were at Bosque NWR 5/S (RT) and Bitter L. 5/15 (KW). 
Most were gone by late March, leaving small ntUDbers through late April. 

ROSS' GCDSE -- unusual: 500 at Bosque NWR 3/29 (WH), even outnumbering the 
Snow Geese pre~Two at Bitter L. 4/4-17 (KW). 

CANADA CiCOSE -- 292 on Farmington count was high. 1 late bird at Las Ve.gas 
NlI'R 4/26 CPSn). A nest was sighted on a cliff wall in the Rio Grande 
Gorge (D. True). 

wo)[) DUCK -- S on Fannington co~t and 6 at Belen 4/1S (WH). A pair remained 
at Randal's Pool in southern !:hna Ana County throughout the period and may 
have nested (JIO, BZ). A single at Rattlesnake Springs 4/10 (MF). 

GREEN-WIMJED TEAL -- 1,500 at Bosque NWR 3/29 (WH). 

MALLARD -- breeding: A female found nesting in an old Great Horned Owl nest 
30 feet above the ground in Alameda. Eggs hatched 5/19, with 7 or S young 
produced (JP). This also happened in June, 1980. 

Mexican-like MALLARDS and su\>specific intergrades -- A single at Mangas Springs 
3/7 and later CRF). 1, possibly 2, at Bosque NWR on 4/14 and 2 on 5/5 (RT). 
1 at Percha L\im SP 5/3 (PI, CR) Wds thought to be an intergrade. The only 
Pecos Valley report Wds of a pair at Bitter L. 5/16-22 (KW). 

NORllIERN SOOVELER -- A high of 2,000 at Bosque NWR 3/29 (WH). 

GADWALL -.- Also a high, 1,200 at Bosque NWR 3/29 (WH). 
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CANVASBACK -- 3 at Bitter L. 5/29 (KW) were late. 

REDHEAD -- Highs were 450 on 3/1 and 1,000 on 3/10 at Zuni (TR). 4 at Bitter 
L. 5/29 (KW) were late. 

LESSER SCAUP -- Also late, 5 on 5/29 at Bitter L. (KW). 

cu.lM)N OOLDENEYE -- Latest rerort was a female at Bitter L. 4/16 (KW). 

BLACK SOOTER -- Rerorted with no details was 1 near Ruidoso 3/21 (Cricket Kerr). 
Scarce in N.M. 

ID)DED MERGANSER -- Only sighting, 2 females at the Santa Fe R. delta at 
Cbchiti L. 3/5 (PSt). 

cu.IM)N MERGANSER -- First spring rerorts were of singles at the Randall Lavey 
Nature Center 3/18 and 4/8 (CR). 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER -- Rerorted primarily from Cbchi ti L. and the lower 
Pecos Valley. At Cbchiti, a male 3/29 (WH), 3 males and 2 females 4/12 (PSt), 
and 2 males 4/12 (JH). In lower Pecos, 2 males at Bitter L. 3/12 and a female 
3/12 at L. McMillan, with 3 at Bitter L. until at least 3/27 (KW). 

TURKEY VULTURE --Earliest, all singles: Cbchiti L. 4/10 and Sumner L. 3/25 
(PSt), Bosque NWR 3/29 (WH), Bitter L. 3/15 (KW), Pleasanton 3/20 (SWi) and 
L. McMillan 3/12 (pst) •••• 569 on Sandia spring raptor count. 

OSPREY --Earliest was 1 at Bitter L. 3/24 (KW). Stragglers were at Maxwell 
NWR 5/15 (WH), Bitter L. 5/29 (KW), Percha Ibm SP 5/19 (pst), Mescalero 
Apache Reservation 5/24 (JM), and near the US ISO bridge in GrdIlt Cbunty 5/3 
(RF) ...• 42 on Sandia count. 

BLACK-SIIJUWERED KITE -- 1 on 4/11 was a first on Sandia raptor count •••• l or 2 
10 miles s. of Animas 5/19-20, 29 (D. Lee). 

MISSISSIPPI KITE -- breeding: A nesting pair in Roswell in late April and 
early May (v. o. ) •.•• A first for Sandia count, Ion 4/16 •••• 1 at Rattlesnake 
Springs on Eddy count. 

BAlD EAGLE -- Singles w. of Rio Grande Gorge bridge 3/2 (Rick Garcia) and 
n. of Tres Piedras 3/12 (Bill Moehn). 2 or 3 at Maxwell NWR throughout the 
period (WM) •••• 19 at Cbchiti L. 3/14 (WH) •••• Latest report, 1 adult at 
Springer L. 4/22 (L&JHo) •••• Only 5 on Sandia count, vs. 38 in 1986. 

NORTHERN HARRIER -- breeding: Possible breeding birds at Bitter L. in late May 
(KW), and at Rattlesnake Springs in Eddy count .••. l s. of Animas 5/20 (PSt) was 
late. 

<xx)PER'S HAWK -- 536 on Sandias count. 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK -- 450 on Sandias count. 

M)RTIfERN OOSHAWK -- breeding: 2 nests at Zuni 5/28 (JT) •••• None of the known 
nesting sites in Grant Cbunty was occupied this year (RF). 

cu.IM)N BLACK HAWK -- breeding: 3 nesting pairs in Grant Cbunty in late April 
and early May (RF) .... First arrived at Pleasanton 3/21; 2 present 3/26 and 
after (SWi). 

BROAD-WINGED HAWK -- unusual: Melanistic adult in Albuquerque 5/25 (SH) .••• l cir
cling over Caballo llim SP 5/3 (RT), and an inrnature at Rattlesnake Springs 4/22 
(MF) •.•• None on Sandias count. 
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2nNE-TAlLED HAWK -- 1* e. of Mule Creek 4/16 (m, Ton1marie strenach) •••• None 
on Sandias count. 

RED-TAlLED HAWK - breeding: IlJst known nests in Grant Cbunty produced only 1 or 
2 chicks, vs. 3 or 4 in previous years (RF). 

OCUJH.-LIniFD HAWK -- 1 at Bosque NWR 3/29 (WH); unusual there at any t.ue •••• 
None on Sandias count. 

<nJ>FN EAGlE - b~: Nest with young at Nutria L. No.2, 7mI1, 5/28 (JT) • 
.• • Sandia count of 214 was lowest in 3 years. 

mAIRIE FAU.l:W - breeding: 1 on nest in lower Gila Box, Grant Cbunty, 4/9 (RF). 

RI1G-NEXXID PHEASANT - 44 on Fannington count. 

WIW 'IlJRKEY -- 1 at Bosque NWR 4/25 (RT). 

r.oITEZUMA ~AIL - 2 at Mangas Springs 5/17 and 31 (RF); 6 to 12 at ~t 
Office canyon throughout period (RS); 2 in Clanton Canyon 4/26 (1Lllb). 

NOR1lIERN OCBWHITE - 2 at Bitter L. all spring (D) were at the extreme western 
edge of their range. 

GAMBEL' S ~IL - 99 logged on the Farmington count. 

YELLOIf RAIL -- 1 reported but unverified at Bitter L. during the week of 
57H~·22 (fide KW). 

SANrHIll.. mANE - Late reports included 5 at Percha IBm SP 3/26 (III) and 6 at 
Bi tter L. 3/25 (KW). Much later were 10 flying IDrth over the Sand1as 4/21 
(WH). None found at Bosque NWR 4/11 (PSn). 

SJ«JWY PJ.lJVffi -- breeding: First young of the year at Bitter L. 5/28 (Kll) •••• 
Several reports from Bosque NWR, including as many as 6 on 4/25 (RT) and 2 
on 5/19 (pst). First of season for N.II. was a single at Bitter L. 3/12 (pst). 
NlDbers there rose to 12 the next day and a high of 133 on 5/2 (fide KIf). West 
of usual l"'.mge in state was 1 at the junction of 1-10 and NIl 338 in H1dalgo 
County 4/26 (1Lllb). 

PIPIJ«i PlDVEll - unusual: 1 photographed at Springer L. 4/22 (1Lllb). This is 
the first verifi~ for N.II., following 2 previous sight records, at L. 
Avalon 8/10/64 by R. C. Bnmmett (Audubon Field Notes 18:527), and at Bosque 
NWR 4/5/81 (lL')fI). 

P4:XJNTAIN ~ - ~ibly the first n:.lia Ana County record was a single photo
graphed near Las Cruces 3/24-4/1 (BZ+). 

BLA(](-NElXEDSTILT -- Spring arrival at Bitter L. was 3/20 (KIf). 

AMrnlCAN AVOCEr -- Spring arrivals in the south were 2 at lbll<mJll L. 3/8 
(il&KJ), and 4 at L. tkMillan 3/12 (PSt). 

SJLITARY SANDPIPER - 1 on Fannington count. 

WIll..EI' -- Abnornally high nlDbers at Morgan L. - 150 on 4/29 and 60 on 4/30 (IlL). 

sr:u.rrID SANDPIPER -- Several Ungered after IDrnal spring departure dates, 
including 6 w. of Lordsburg 5/23 (RF) and 3 at Bitter L. 5/29 (KW). Often 
singles will remain, but not small groups. 
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LalG-BIlLED aJRLEW -- Spring firsts were 1 at Bosque NWR 3/30 (CR) and, in the 
Pecos Valley, 1 at Bitter L. 4/6 (KW). High of 77 near TUlarosa 4/9 (J&NHt). 

MARBLED <nJWIT -- West of IlOnlBl migration route were 1 at Zuni 4/Z7 (OC) and 3 
to 4 at Heron L. 4/18 (CR). aiJre regular in Pecos Valley, with 8 at L. McMillan 
4/28 (ILJlb). 

SANDmLIN:i -- 3 on 5/15 at Bitter L. (KW), where unusual in spring. Species is 
much IIDre regular in the fall in the southeast. 

SBlIPAl14ATFD SANIPIPER -- 1 at L. McMillan 5/10 (PSt). 

LEASf SANDPIPER -- 60 at O1ballo L. 3/29 (WH); unusually high for the period. 

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER -- Several sightings; in May at 'l'ucuucari L. (00), 2 on 5/6 
at Hollcuan L. {R&:KJ),small mDbers through spring at Bitter L., the last being 
a single 5/29 (KW). 

POC'ImAL SANDPIPER - 1 at Zuni 4/25 (OC, 'IR); 2 at Percha nun SP 5/1 (lrr). 

IXJNLIN -- 2 in breeding plumage seen at some distance at L. McMillan 3/12 (pst). 

STILT SANDPIPER -- 34, an unusual number, at Bosque NWR 5/19 (pst, Bob Edens). 

SImI' -BIlLED IXJIVI'I'ClIEB - 1, p:>SSibly this species, in Clayton area 5/15 (we). 

WILS::N'S PHALAROPE - Very early, 10 at Laguna Grande 3/12 (pst). 40+- at Las 
Vegas NWR 4/26 (PI), 800 on the orne count, and 200+ at Bitter L. 4/17 (KW). 

RED--NEQ{E[) PHALAROPE -- cn1.y spring report, 3 near White Lakes 5/25 (JII). 

FRANKLIN'S GUIL - 3 at Bitter L. 3/20 (KW) and 1 at Cochiti 3/22 (pI) were 
early; SllBll mDbers reported frem the Rio Grande Valley east through 5/28. 

LITTLE GUIL -- unusual: The ilIIDature at L. McMillan over the winter was prob-
ably seen there "3i'2QTPSt) • ' 

EnfAPARTE'S GUIL -- 3 at !Ik:lrgan L. 5/6 (IlL); 1 at Bitter L. 5/2, 7 (KW); 20 at 
L. McMillan 3/20 (pst) and I there 4/28 (ILJlb). 

CALIFCl!NIA GUlL -- 1 subadult at Maxwell NWR 5/13 (WH). 

HmRIN:i GUlL -- 1 ilIIDature at Cochiti L. 3/14 (WII), 3/22 (CR), and 4/5 (WII). 

SABINE'S GUlL -- unusual: 2 reported at Zuni 4/23 (OC). This species is exceed
ingly rare in the U.S. interior in spring. 

RES'I'm'S TERN - Reported statewide frem 4/17 to 5/15, with a high of 26 at 
Bitter L. 512 (KW). 

LEASf TERN -- Arrived at Bitter L. 5/8 (KW). 

BLA<X TERN -- Reported nearly statewide 5/2 to 5/28. IUghs were 40 at Maxwell 
NWR 5/15 (WII), 60 at !Ik:lrgan L. 5/6 (IlL), and 200+ at HollaJWl L. 5/7 (R&:KJ). 

BAND-TAILED PIGELfi - a flock of 5 flew past the Sandia raptor lookout 4/23 (WH). 

WHITE-WII'liED roVE -- unusual: Singles at High Rolls 4/21 (JTa) and at !Ik:luntain 
Park, Otero County, daily (Jim and Jane Cldwallader) •••. Up to 60 by mid-April in 
Post Office Clnyon. (RS). 
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MJURNING roVE -- A high of 702 on the Fannington COWlt. 

INCA roVE -- Singles seen at residences in northeast Albuquerque 4/11 (RT) and 
4/25 (pst); possibly the same bird, since locations are only a half-mile apart. 

BLUE-CROWNED PARAKEET (Aratinga acuticauda) -- Wlusual: 3** were still coming to 
a feeder at the home of Ellie Fontana-Prentice ~amecta in April. A pair 
first appeared there in JWle 1985 and nested the following year, fledging one 
young, increasing the number to 3. Photo published in the Albuquerque Journal. 

GRCDVE-BIlLED ANI -- Wlusual: 1 reported, without supporting details, at Ran
dal's Pool 5/22 (Dennis Taylor, fide BZ). -

CUIlM)N BARN OWL -- breeding: A nestling found at Bitter L. week of 5/23-29 (KW). 
1 at ESPanOla 3/31 (Me). 

GREAT HORNED OWL -- breeding: 2 nests at Bitter L. week of 3/21-27 (KW); 2 nests 
in Grant CoWlty fledged 2 young each; most known nests in Grant CoWlty produced 
only 1 or 2 owlets, vs. 3 or 4 in most previous years (RF). 

SroITED OWL -- Wlusual: 2 in Black Rock Canyon, ZWli, 5/28 (JT). 

9JREAL OWL -- Wlusual: 1 adult male in Cumbres Pass area 4/14-19; first docu
mented record :rorstate. Complete details and photograph (John J. Rawinski, 
DSt). See introduction to this issue. 

CAPRIMULGID species -- 1 without details from Clayton area .... 4/7 (WC); repor
t.ed as a CamJon Nightha»K; at this date it could well have been a Lesser Night
ha»K. 

CUIlM)N JUEWILL -- First heard calling at Pleasanton 4/8 (SWi). 

LESSER NIGHrnAWK -- 1 calling e. of Pecos R., s. of Carlsbad 5/9 (pst). 

COMMON NIGHrnAWK -- First of season at Bitter L. 5/16 (KW). 

CHIMNEY SWIFr -- Several near Roswell in May (Jim Montgcmery, fide KW). Only 
report. 

WHITE-THROATED SWIFr -- First arrivals at Los AlanJ)s 4/10 (PSn); 6 at Bandelier 
NM 3/7 (CR); 10 at Zlllli 4/25 (TR), and 1 at Pleasanton with flock of 80 there 
on 3/26 (swi). 

MAGNIFICEm' HlIMMIl:KJBIRD -- Wlusual: 2 at Cloudcroft 4/21 (Nacmi Dobbins); no 
details. 

LUCIFER HUMMINGBIRD -- Up to 8 to 10 returned to Post Office Canyon, Peloncillo 
Mts.; first male 3/31; first female 4/4; at least 3 pairs probably nesting; 6 to 
8 remained at the end of the period. 

BELTED KINGFISHER -- Wlusual: 1 along Frijoles 'Creek near the Cerenvnial Cave 
in Bandelier NM 3/7 (~Probably a migrant or wanderer, since the stream has 
not been stocked for 50 years and is blocked from the Rio Grande by Upper and 
Lower Falls. The few surviving trout probably insufficient to support a resi
dent fisher. 

LEWIS' l\\:XXlPEXJCER -- 1 on the OCBC COWlt, in an area where seldCl1l reported, 
near the southern limit of its range. 

AOJRN 1YOXlPEXJCER -- 1 male and 1 female seen at a Ruidoso residence 4/25, 30 
(R&VM). . 
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GILA WOJDPEXXER -- unusual: 1 along the San Francisco R. 2/5 (SWi) was north of 
I"dI1ge ••.• 5 in Guadalupe Canyon 5/21 (pst). 

RID-NAPED SAPSUCXER -- 1 at Th!rling's fann 4/16 (HZ, JIb) WdS a sanewhat late 
migrant. 

WILLIAMroN'S SAPSUCXER -- breeding: A pair were nesting in a ponderosa cavity 
in Mortendad Canyon, Los Alanvs County, at 6,800 feet and carrying food to it 
on 5/20 (BL); a low elevation and unusual nest site and habitat. H.H.Harrison 
reports that the species nests only in aspen in Colorado. This is also the 
typical nest site in the Jemez Mts. 

IOWNY l'KXDPEXXER -- 2 on the Sacramento R. 3/15 (R&KJ) and 1 at Ruidoso 4/6 
(R&VM) were near the southern limit of range. 

NORTIIERN FLICXER -- 1 yellow-shafted form at Bosque NWR 3/3 (IIT). 

NORTIIERN BEARDLESS TYRANNULET -- 1 probable near Redrock 4/25, Well north of 
usual I"dI1ge ( IllrJHo ) . 

GREATER PEWEE -- 1 on Gila Valley count. 

GRAY FLYCATCHER -- 2 singing s. of White Lakes 5/25 (JH). 

BLACK.PiDEB.E -- Well established at Zuni, with at least 8 pairs 5/28-29 (JT). 
1 near Sena 5/25 (JH, JV) was only report fran upper Pecos Valley. 

EAST.ERN PiDmE -- 1 near Sena 5/25 (JH, JV). 

DUSKY--(:APPED F}YCATCHER -- Only report, 1 in Clanton Canyon 4/26 (IllrJHo). 

ASH-nIROATED FLYCATCHER -- 1 at Ibbbs 3/24 (pst) was early. 

BROWN-cRESTED FLYCATCHER -- 1 at Redrock 5/1 (aJ.). 

WESTERN KINGBIRD -- 1 near Santa l'e 3/22 (PI) was very early, and 1 near Farm
ington 4/17 (AN) was at least a week early. 

EAST.ERN KINGBIRD -- Singles at Encino 4/30 (aJ.) and Bitter L. (fide KW) were 
in areas where rarely reported. 

PURPLE MARTIN -- 2+ e. of White Lakes 5/25 (JH); new area for species. 

TIlliE SWALlDW -- About 15 at Bosque NWR 3/3 (IIT) was earliest report. 

BANK SWALlDW -- 50+ at Zuni 5/1 (DC) was a high count for area. 

BARN SWAIliJW -- breEO!ding: 18 to 20 nests near San SiJoon Cienega 5/23 (RF). 

GRAY JAY -- unU$illl1: 2 seen on sw. edge of Valle Grande, Jemez Mts., 4/1 (PSt); 
species casual there in recent years. 

BLUE JAY -- Stayed all winter in numbers in Ratoif, in groups of about 10, and 
about 8 were still present in west Raton 4/21 (RY); 1 in Silver City was last 
seen 5/12 (RF). 

BLACK-BILLED MAGPI.E -- 1 on 3/5 at Rio Rancho (RR), well s. of nonna1 range. 

AMERICAN mow -- breeding: A nest found on mesa s. of Nutria L. No.2 5/28 (JT). 

'87-2 (spring '87) 23 



~ RAVEN -- breeding: A rair nested 15 miles e. of White Lakes, and another 
near Leyba, San Miguel County, 5/25 (JH). 

aUfRJAffiJAN RAVEN -- breeding: New nest on windmill in Gila Lower Box with adult 
on nest 4/17 (RF). 

BRIDLJ'D TI'ThI;JUSE -- 5 at Iron Creek campground, Black Range, 5/23 (pst). 

BUSHI'IT -- breeding: Active nest found at We lUaDVS 5/'Z7 (BL) .... l near Univer
sity of New Mexico campus in Albuquerque 4/29 (WH). 

HID-BIl"EIiSI'ED NlTIHA'IOI -- A pair excavating a nest in a pinyon tree near Pleas
anton 4/12 (swI) were in a very low elevation and in atypical htlbitat for the 
species. 

CACTUS WREN --~: 1 at Pleasanton ::1/1-20 (M.J.Renfro, S"i). 

BE'tYICK'S WREN - breeding: A. rair nested in Santa Ie and were carrying food 
daily in May (SBo). 

~INTER WIlEN -- unUSUlll: ;;:* at Bandelier NM 3/7 (an. 

SIlXlE WREN -- 1 at Bitter L. during the week of 3/8-13 (KW). 

GOLDEN-CItOYNED KIM:iLEf -- lnw-elevation reports included several at Santa Fe 
through at least 4/19 (Ql) and-Jlt Zun.l:4/{2.:i6 (IX:), 3 at lbllauan L. 3/8 (RJ+) , 
and 4 to 6 near Pleasanton 3/13-4/2 (SWi). 

RUBY-CROWNED KIM:iLEl' -- Arrived in Sandia Mts. 4/16 (Wit). 

BLUF.AiRAY GNATCA'IOfER .- 2 at Rattlpsnake Springs 3/31 (an were very early, vs. __ 
the previous early date of 4/3 for the Pecos Valley area. 1 at Grapevine 
Qmyon, Otero County, 4/18 (orne); 1 at L. McMillan on Eddy count 5/10 is the 
latest spring report for the Pecos Valley by 9 days. 

EA..."'TERN BLUEBIR!;l -- 1 male and 2 females s. of We Lunas 3/22 (WH), and 1 at 
Rattlesnake Springs 5/9 (RT). 

WE3'l'ERN llLUEBIRD -- breeding: Out of 8 nest boxes at ArwStrong Camp west of 
Raton, 2 were occupiE.d by this species (RY) •••• Present in low numbers statewide 
this spring (PSn), except near Raton, where they were lIVre CCIJIOOn than usual (RY). 
Also present at Tucumcari L. in May (BU). 

MJUNTAIN BLUEBIRD .-•. breeding: 2 in nest boxes at Armstrong Camp (see above) 
(RY) .... Absent from Tucumcari L. (BU); 4 at BHter L. 3/26-28 (KW). 

AMERICAN RCEIN -- About 100 at Truth or Consequences 4/9 (rN). 

GRnY CATBIRD -- 1 detailed at Redrock 5/21 (PSt). 

00RTIIElm MXKIlfJBIRD -- Arrived at Tularosa 4/16 (J&NHt) and at Truth or Conse
quences 4/24 (rN); 100 on Gila Valley count "as high. 

SAGE 1lIRASHER -- 1 or 2 at Bitter L. 3/8-31; 1 at Zuni 4/25 (,rn). 

BROWN 'llIRASHER -- 1 at Santa Fe 5/3-6 (JH); 1 or 2 at Rattlesnake Springs 3/7, 
3/31 and 5/9 (al, PSt+). 

BENDIRE'S 1lIRASHIiR -- 2 near Laguna Pueblo 4/18 (WH); 2 in Animas Valley 5/20 
(PSt). 
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~BI~ nJRASHm -- The wip.tering bird last seen at Santa Fe 3/12 (SI30). 

anSSAL THRASHER -- breec;U.ng: A nest in Embudito canyon had fledged 2 young by 
4/16 (lIS). 

WATER PIPIT -- 75 at Bosque NWR 3/29 (m); 1 at L. McMillan 5/10 (rn+) was 
later than usual. ' 

cmAR WJ:\XWltcIG -- Small numbers persisted in many parts of N.M. 111to late May, 
.13 llsual. 

PHAINWEPLA -- 1 111 Magdalena Mts. 3/18 (JS); 3 near Alruoogordo 5/17, 22 (GF); 
1 at Rattlesnake Springs 5/18 (fide MF). 

BELL'S.VIRED -- 13 on the Gila Valley cx>unt was a new high. Arrived at Rattle
~Springs 4/19 (fide MF), with at least 3 to 4 there 5/10, 24 (rn+). 

GRAY VIRED -- 2 singing near Zuni 5/26 (JT). 

~ITARY VIREO -- 1 thought to be of the eastern solil:<:lrlus race was aL Donald
son's fann on the early date for the species of 3/28 eBZ, JDo). This race is 
known primarily as a fall migrant in N.M., only in the eastern sector. 

RED-EYED VIREl) -- 1 reported with no details on the Gila Valley ~lnt (DSe). 

~EE WAI'J3LER -- 1 with good detailti at Redrock 5/1 (rn); singles with no 
details at Albuquerque 5/24 (SH) and at Rattlesnake Springs 5/9 (fide MF). 

OOANGE-CROWNED WARBLF'.h -- First arrivals reported 4/19, with 1 at Rattlesnake 
Springs (MF) and 2 111 the Sandia Mts. (m). 

NASlNILLE WARBLER -- 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 4/29 (IErJRo). 

VIRGINIA'S WARBLER -- 1 at Pleasanton 4/9 (SWi) was early. Arrived in Sandia 
Mts. 4/19 em). 

L\JCY'SWAllBLER -- Arrived at Glenwood :J/24 (bOWi); 2 at Pel'cha Dam SP 5/3 (PI,rn). 

~.N PARULA -- 1 reported with no details at Ins Alanvs 5/13 (WW, fide BL). 

YELLOW WARBLER -- Arrival of 4 at Pleasanton 4/9 (SWi) may represent a nunnal 
arrival "'1rne 101" that area, out would be 1 to 2 ..eeks eariy for rest of N.M. 

l.l:ill>'TNIJf-S!Oill W~ -- 1 at Rio Rancho 5/18 (RR); 1 at Fort Union 5/11-15 
wi thout details (Richai'd Beidelman). 

YELLOIY-RIJI!IPED W."JIBLER -- MyrtJer<;!.ce: 1 at Santa Fe 1/27 and 1 at Rattlesnak6 
Springs 3/31 (CR). Audubon's. race: Singles at El Vltdo I.. and Los Ojos 4/18 
(Cl!), and at Hollanan L. 5/31 (.1M). 

'IOWNSFND'S WARBLER -- 1 at Randall Lavey Nature Center 4/27 (rn); unusual in 
spdng. 

TIl.l.OW-TIffiOATED W~ -- unusual: 1 we'll aescrIlled at Bosque NWR 4/14 (Celes
tyn Brozek) was the 8th N.M:- ~rd, 7 beibg in the spring. 

GRACE'S WARBL.J;:R -- First were 5 at Bandelier NM 4/25 (rn), apart frem 1 reported 
wi th no details at Rattlesnake Springs 4/14 (fide MF). 

OVENBJRD -- 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 4/14 without details (fide MF). 
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00RTI1EIlN WATERnIRUSII -- 1 at Clayton L. 5/26 (we]; 1 at Fort Union 5/11-15 (Rich
ard Seidelman); 1 at Mesa rest stop 4/30 (CL); 1 at Percha fum SP 5/3 (CR); 1 at 
Rattlesnake Springs 4/29 (ffiJHo) and 5/4 (fide MF). 

MacGIU.IVRAY'S WARBLER -- First arrivals were 2 at Bitter L. 5/2 (KW). 

<Ut\MJN YELlJJWTIIIJOAT -- 1 at McAllister L. 4/26 (pst). 

WILSON'S WARBLER -- Arrived 4/18-26 in Roswell (KW) and 4/19 at Rattlesnake 
Springs (MF). 

RED-FACED WARBLER -- 1 in Black Range 5/3 (PI, CR); 5 to 10 at Cherry Creek 
5/22-23 (PSt). 

PAINTED REDSTART -- 1 in Alanv Canyon 3/14 (R&KJ); 1 at Aguirre Springs 3/29 
("JM); 1 at Iron Creek in Black Range 5/23 (pst); 2 at Pleasanton 3/19, and 2 
there 3/26 (SWi). 

YELLOW-BREASI'ED CHAT -- First reports were 1 at Redrock 5/1 (CR) and 4 at Zuni 
5/9 (TR). 

HEPi\nC TANAGER -- 2 at White Lakes, a new locality, 5/25 (JH). 

SUMMER TANAGER -- unU$l,Ial: 1 at Clayton 5/14 (WC); only 2 =nfinned reports 
there. ------

~1EIlN CARDINAL -- breeding: Nest low in juniper in Sycannre Canyon 5/25 (RF). 
Probable ruir nesting (present in April and May) at Randal's Pool, where rare 
(BZ+) • 

PYRRIIUlDXIA -- Peripheral reports on 5/2: 1 at Roswell (KW) and 2 on the Gila 
Valley count. 

~E-:BREASrED ~aEAK -- 6 single males reported: Santa Fe 5/21 (SWi), Albu
querque 4/28-30 (PSt), Bitter L. 5/26 (KW), La Luz Canyon 5/4-7, 5/19-25 (GF), 
near Tularosa 5/13 (J&.NHt), and Rattlesnake Springs on Eddy =unt. 

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK -- First arrivals: Los AIruros 5/3 (PSn) and Santa Fe 5/2 
(JH). . 

INDIGO BUNTING -- 5 at Maxwell NWR 5/15 (WH), 1 at Clayton 5/8 (WC), 1 at Mesa 
rest area 5/8 (PSn) , 1 at Bitter L. 5/28 (KW), and 1 at Rattlesnake Springs on 
Eddy count. 

PAINTED BUNrIijG -- 6 at L. McMillan on Eddy =unt. 

DICKCISSEL -- unuSl,lal: Male at Durling's fann 5/6 (JIb, BZ), where unexpected 
in spring ••.. l at Santa Fe feeder 4/14-15 (JH). 

BROWN 'I1JWHEE -- 3 at L. McMillan on Eddy count were e. of usual range. 

CASSIN'S SPARROW -- unusual: 1 singing at Zuni 5/29 (JT) W'dS outside the normal 
I"'dnge •... 7 singing near Sabinoso 5/30 (PI, al) and 8 singing ne. of Las Cruces 
5/23 (CR). 

RUFDUS-ffi)WNEJ) SPARROW -- 1 at Clayton L. 4/12 (WC) W'dS second re=rd for area. 

BREWER'S SPARI.lCM -- 16 at Maxwell NWR 5/15 (WH). 

VESPER SPARROW -- 25+ roostly singing at Maxwell NWR 5/25 (WH). 

SAGE SPAIlRCWI -- 1 at Zuni 3/1 (OC) was early. 
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BIACK-OIINNEDSPARROW -- First singing at Pleasanton 3/26 (sw1) and in Simdia 
Mts. 4/15 (WI!). 

LARK BUNTIN;; -- Westerly sightings: 1 at Zuni 4/26 (OC), 2 on Fannington count. 

SAYANNAII SPAIlRC:m -- 5 singing at Maxwell NWR 5/15 (WH). 

GRASSOOPPER SPARROW -- 3 singing at Maxwell NWR 5/15 (WH). First arrival at. 
Clayton 5/14 (WC). 

FDX SPARROW -- Only report, 1 (grayish race) at Pleasanton 3/24 (SWi). 

roN(; SPARJK)W -- illte migrant.s: 1 at Percha IAun SP 5/2 (PI, CR) and 1 at Bitter 
L. 4/25 5/1 (KW). 

GOWl;N-aKYtYNED.SPAIlRC:m -- Only report, 1 adult near Alruoogordo 4/23, 26 (GF). 

HARRIS' SPARROW -- 1 at Fannington about a week starting 5/1 (AN); 1 at Shady 
Lakes 4/23 and 2 on 4/26 (JP); 1 at Socorro 5/8 (ps); 1 on Gila Valley count. 

ilJIJJLINK -- 4 males 5/28 at Parkview (UIS), where species may breed some years. 
A male 5/26 near Tularosa (JHt), where rdXe in spring. 

EASTERN MEAIX)WLARK -- A Zuni survey 5/'2:7 yielded 18 singing, vs. U8 Westerns (JT). 

YELlDW-HEADED BLi\CKBIRD -- 7 at Holloman L. 5/21 (JM) were sanewhat late. 

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE -- New colony found at San Rafael; maximum of 53 on 4/13 
(OC). At Zuni, 12 on 3/1 dwindled to a maximum of 5 on 4/20--5/31 (OC). First 
~rrivals, 3 at ~ola 3/15 and 1 near Santa Fe 3/22 (PI+). IUgh in Gila 
Valley W'dS 3B on count. 

~ GRACKLE -- Earliest: 3/22 at Clayton (WC) , 4/8 at Albuquerque (WH), and 
4/l8 at Simla Fe (JH). Westerly were 4 on Farmington COunL. First local re
ports were 4 at Velarde 5/14 (LH) and 3 at Encino 4/30 (CR). 

BRONZED cnWSIRD -- Peripheral were rairs at Truth or Consequences 5/30 (rn), 
at Silver City (MO) and at Rattlesnake Springs 5/24 (CR). 

,roDEO ORIOLE -- 1 at. Rat.tlesnake Springs 5/18 (fide MF) W'dS e1ISt of usual range. 

NORTHERN ORIOLE -- 1 in Oso Canyon, Carson National Forest, in ponderosa pines 
5/31 (AN) W'dS out of typical habitat. 

SCDTI" S OIJIOLE -- Peripheral singles on Farmington count, at Zuni 5/26 (JT), and 
near Trujillo 5/30 (CR). 

CASSIN'S FINCH -- SnaIl numbers to mid-April in Los AlaIOClS, Zuni and Sandia areas 
(v.o.). Singles at Tularosa 3/29 (J&NHt) and Ruidoso 4/5 (R&VM). 

RED CROSSBILL -- Small numbers near Fort Union 5/11-15 (Richard Beidelman), 
Santa Fe 5/30-31 (JH, LH), Sandias 5/17 (RR) and Sacramento Mts. 3/15 and 5/2-3 
(RJ+). 

PINE SISKIN -- Generdlly few in San Juan, Rio Grande and Pecos Valleys into May (v.o.). 

MlERlCAN GOWFINCH -- Fairly widespread into May, but in small numbers (v.o.). 

EVENIN;; GRalBEAK -- Fairly numerous in mountains into May, including Jemez, 
southern Sangre de Cristo, Sandia, Pinos Altos, Sacramento and Sierra Blanca (v.o.). 
Other reports, 90 on Farmington count, 36+ at Santa Fe (JH), 2+ at Zuni (OC), 
8 at Rio Rancho 4/29 (fiR),l at Albuquerque 5/2 (RT). 
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