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FROM THE E01TORS: 

Yet another specie&, the Eur."lan wigeon, has been added to the New Mexi~o 

roster. Consorting with a flock of American Wigeons at Santa Teresa, Dona 
Ana County, this male wa& well described and photographed. 

First reliable winter recorda of the Bell's Vireo, Townsend's Warbler, Blue 
Grobbeak and indigo Bunting were also reported. The state's fourth Varied 
Thrush and about its 10th Black-legged Kittiwake were other rarities. 

Many birds were out of place or out of season: Black-shouldered Kite in 
Otero County, Harris t Hawk and Chihuahuan Raven far north at Albuqu~rque, 
a high-altitude Hermit Thrush, plu. Inca Dove, Blue Jay, Band-tdileu Piyeons, 
and Red-headed Woodpecker where unexpected. 

Others·were seen in unusual quantities: 14 Northern Shrikes were the most 
since 1977-78, 16 Barn O.ls .ere at a roost in Oo~a Ana County, White
throated Swifts were numerou&t~ a wave of Eastern Bluebirds invaded the 
Rio Grende Valley, Bonaparte's Gulls and Merlins were relatively abundant, 
i6 or 17 Tundra S.ans were seen (no one identified them a& Trumpeters), 
and Caballo Lake had a record 9athering of 750 Olivaceous CormQrantb. 
Wood Ducks -- 240 reported statewide -- a150 set a record. 

Aerial surveys found a comforting 355 Bald Eagles, as well as great num
bers of our common winter visitors -- for example, almost 50,000 Canada 
Geese, 37,722 ""hite" (Sno. and ROBS') GeeBe at Bosque NWA, 28,000 Com
mon Jr-ierganser·s at five locales, end 22,000 Sandhill Cranes in the middle 
Rio Grande Valley. From tile ground, 13,314 American Crows lIWere counted at 
Albuquerque. 

NEW MEx1CO CHRIST~AS BIRO COUNTS. 1988-89 

{name of count, date, compiler, number of species, total bird~} 

Albuquerque Dec. 18, Hart Schwarz, 91, 31,358 
Bluewater L. Jan. 2, David Cleary, 48, 2,022 
Bosque del Apache NWR (Soaque) Dec. 24, Steven Cox, 91, 35,266 
Cabailo Dec. 20, Berry Zimmer, 125, 20,222 
C.rI~d Caverns NP (Cerlsbad) Dec. 17, Steve West, 59, 4,724 

Clayton Dec. 26, Hartin Mayfield, 30, 633 
EBP~~ola Dec. 26, W. Burton Lewis, 65, 5,288 
Farmington Dec. 17, Alan Nelson, 68, 33,297 
Gild River Dec. 31, Ralph FiGh~r, 106, 12,647 
Lak8s Avalon S Jr-icMillan (L. AvalonJ Dec. 29, Mike Medrano, 91, 6,846 

La Luz-Otero County Oec. 31, Robert ~enneBB, 83, 4,553 
Las Cruces Dec. 17, Barry Zimmer, 113, 17,119 
Las Vegas Dec. 31, George Blanchard, 72, 8,875 
Lovlny Dec. 31, Steve West, 96, 9,031 
Peloncillo Mts. Dec. 25, Robert Scholes, 92, 10,416 

Roswell Dec. 17, Sherry Bixler, 101, 11,Jll 
Sandid Mt~. Dec. 31, Kay Anderson, 36, 1,412 
Santa Fe Dec. 18, Pat In&iey, 59, 6,827 
Sevilleta NwR Dec. 16, Theodore Stans, 32, l,tltl] 
Silver City Dec. 17, Ralph Fi~h~r, 67, 5,997 
Zuni Dec. 17, John Trochet, 55, 8,915 

Abbrevldted I'CC" in text. Offieidl ruports on (.'C~ ou not identify wtlich 
participant made a particular ob~erv~tion. 
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INITIALED OBSERVERS IN THIS ISSUE 

CA Carol Anderson 
KA Kay Anderson 
S8 Sherry Bixler 
w&GB {wB J GB J -- lIIIarren & 

Genevieve Slays 
~Bl -- ~ame5 Black 

DC -- David Cleary 
we -- Wes Cook 
JOO -- Jeff Donaldson 
RO Rod Ore.ien 

EE Ellen Espinoza 
RF Ralph Fisher 
GF Grace Flinn 
MF Mark Flippo 
AF Alton Ford 

LG Larry Gorbet 
LH Lois Herrmann 
O~Ho -- Dick & Jean 

Hoffman 

JH -- John P. Hubbard 

CAN -- Ct)cwle& Hundertmark 

J&NHt (.JHt, NHtJ -- Joseph 
&. ~C:lncy Hut to 

PI -- Pat Inbley 
A&KJ (RJ, KJJ -- Robert 

& K~therine Jenness 
P..J Ph i 1 Jotmson 

TK Thomas Kraft 

Bl ".Burton Lewis 

OMac -- Don MacCarter 
MMe -- Mike Medr~no 
OM -- Doris Miller 
PMu -- Pegg~ Mitchu5son 
AN Alan Nelson 

BD Kenneth Bruce Ostyn 
DeBe -- Otero County 

Bird Club 

GP Gary Parker 
CR Chris RustdY 

LOCALITIES AND THEIR COUNTIES IN THIS ISSUE 

AUBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS IN TEXT: 

R. River 

R!:J - - Hobert Scrlol es 
HS ...... tidr-t R. Schwdrz 
LHS -- Lorrdlrle SChulte 
..JS - - ..JOhn Sh i f_undn 
GSmi -- Gerri Smith 
PSt -- ~aul Steel 

..JTdY -- ~ohn Taylor 
RT Rotib Teub~r 
..JT ~ohn Trochet 
..JV ..James Vaught 

SW Steve lliest 
ScW -- Scott Wilson 
Elli -- Eleanor wootten 

BZ -- Barry Zimmer 
OGMz (OZ, MZ) -- Dale 

& Marian ZimmermQn 

CC -- Christmas bird count 
L. -- Lake SP State Park 
MRGV -- middle Rio Grande Valley 
Mt. (Mts. ) -- Mount .. in(s) 

v. o. -- various observers 

NM -- National Monument 
N.M. -- New Mexico 

* -- details provided 

** -- photograph 
N~R National ~ildlife Refuge ~** -- specimen 
SGH -- State Game Refuge 

Abiquiu -- Rio Arriba 
Alamogordo -- Otero 
Albuquerque -- Bernalillo 
Anthony -- Oo~ Ana 
Artesia -- Eddy 
Aztec -- San Juan 

tlell L. -- Lea 
Bill Evans L. (often 

Evanb L.J -- Grant 
tllCick R. -- Eddy 
Uloomfield -- San Juan 
Uu~que del Apache N~R 

(Bo~que NWRJ -- Socorro 
Buck-horn -- Grant 
tlurn L. -- Do~a Ana 

Caballo L., Dam -- Sierra 
Carlsbad -- Eddy 
Carlsbad Caverns NP 

Eddy 

Chama -- Rio Arriba 
Clayton, Clayton L. 

union 
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Cliff -- Grant 
Cochiti L., Dam - Sandoval 
Conchas L. -- San Miguel 
Cuba -- Sandoval 

Datil -- Catron 
Deming -- Luna 
Dry Cimarron Valley 

-- union 
Durling's farm 

Oo"a Ana 

... 
Esp~nola -- Rio Arriba 
(Evans L. -- Grant --

also Bill Evans L. J 
Farmington -- San ..Juafl 
Flurida Mts. -- Luna 
Gila R. -- GrClnt, 

Catron, Hidalgo 
Glenwood -- Catron 

H~chita -- Grant 
HODlIb -- Lea 

Isleta (Pueblo) -- Ber
nalillo, Valencia 

..Jal -- Lea 
Johnson Mesa Colfax 

La Cueva SGR Mora 
LdyunC::l Grdnde -- Eddy 
L. McMilldn -- Eddy 
La Luz -- Otero 
Lamy -- Sdnta Fe 
Las Vegas -- San 

Miguel 
LaD Ojos -- Rio Arribd 
Loving -- Eddy 

Magdalend -- Socorro 
Magdalena Mts. 

Socorro 
Mangas Springo Grant 
Maxwell NWH -- Colfax 
Mesilla -- Uo~a Ana 
Mimbres R. J valley 

Grant" Lund 
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Morgan L. -- San ~uan 
Moriarty -- Torrance 

Randal's pool -- Do~a Ana Taos -- Taos 
Redrock - - Grant T ruth or Cwn~e4ut!nce~ 

Navajo Dam San ~uan Rio Grdnde Nature Center 
- - A ll.Juqut!rqu~ 

Old Refuge at Mesilla 
-- Oo~a Ana 

ROeleo -- Hidalyo 
Ro~well -- Chaves 

Owen's farm -- Do~a Ana 

Pajarito Village 
Fe 

San Acacia -- Socorro 

Palomas Creek 
Pen;hd Odm SP 

Sierra 

Santa Sandia Mts. -- Bernalillo 
Santa Fe -- SClntCi Fe 
Sevilleta NwR -- Socorro 
Silvt!r City -- Grant 
Socorro -- Socorro 
Sturrie L. -- San ~iguel 
SUfllcsnd Park -- Dona Ana 

Sierra 
Pledsanton Catron 
Po~t Office Canyon --

Hidalyc 

SPECIES ACCUUNTS 

-- Sierrd 
TularOSd Otero 

Wetherly L. -- Union 

Zuni Mts. -- Cibola, 
McKinley 

Zuni Reservation {Zuni 
for shQrt] -- McKinley 

COMMON LOON -- Singles at Morgan L. 2/3 (PJ) and Caballo L. 1/5 (PJ,JS). 

HORNED GREBE -- Only report, 1 at Caballo L. 1/5 (PJ, JS). 

EARED GREBE -- 2,000 on Caballo CC was top for season. 

1 at L. McMillan 2/5 (S~). ~ESTERN GREBE 

CLARK'S GREBE 10 at Morgan L. 2/3 (PJ) and 1 at L. McMillan 2/5 (S~). 

AechmophcrUB Species -- 50 at Morgan L. 2/3 (P~); at least SOD on Caballo CC. 

AMERICAN ~HITE PELICAN -- Season's only reports at L. McMillan: 70 on 12/12 
(OMac); about 63 on 2/5 but up to 300 2/25 (MMe, ~~). 

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT -- Many reports of a species once quite rare in 
N.M. in winter: 1 to 6 at Morgan L., Las Yegas N~R, Palomas Creek and Sunland 
Park (v. c.); 350 on Caballo CC; up to 26 at L. McMillan through December 
(MMe, S~). 

OLIYACEOUS CORMORANT -- Also increasing in winter, all in Ric Grende Yalley. 
The 750 on Caballo CC were an all-time high for state. Bosque N~R peak was 
45 on 2/24 (JTay); 6 at Bu~n L. 2/13 (JOo, BZ). 

GREAT BLUE HERON -- Low all winter in Gila Yalley (RT). Birds en empty nests 
at Glenwood as eerly as 2/27 (JH); this may be similar to Eddy County heron
riss where birds roost all winter on nests from previous season (unknown whe
ther same nests are used later during breeding season). 

GREAT EGRET -- 1 late near Redrock 12/24 (AF). 

CATTLE EGRET -- 1 at Caballo was first CC record there. 

~HITE-FACEO IBIS -- 5 at Mangas Springs 12/16 (RF)j unUBusl. 

TUNDRA SWAN -- unusual: High number of reports, widely dispersed. Though 
none was identified as a Trumpeter, the possibility should always be con
sidered. 6 or 7 near Clayton 12/7-26 (~C), 5 at Storrie L. 12/12 (OMBC), 
2 dt L. McMillan 12/29-30 (MMe, SW, MF), and singles at Navajo Dam 12/14 
(UMdC), near Aztec 12/18 (Jan & John Rees), and Las Vegas N~R 2/25 (CR, 
Patr i ck Burke). 

GREATER ~HITE-FRONTEO GOOSE -- Only reports, 1 to 3 at Maxwell NoR 1/21 
(JH, PJ, JS, JV) and 2 at Las Vegas NWR 2/11 (CR). 

SNOw GUOSE -- Aerial surveys by DMac: Up to 32 
at Ldb Veg85 NWR 1 peak of 37,722 at Bosque NWR 
nedr Artesia 1/5 and 1,600 on L. McMillan 1/5. 
(JH+), 69 at La Cueva SGR 12/3-1/2 (CR), 20 at 
~o~que N~R down to 17,600+ on 1/20 (PMu). 
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in Farmington area, up to 750 
12/15, 75 near Oeming, 5,200 

Also, 25 at Ma~well N~R 1/21 
Tularosa 2/21 (~bNHtl and 
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SNOW GOOSE -- blue pha&e -- Single ** with 27 white-phase birds at Sunland 
Park 1/25-2/28 (JOo, 8Z). 

ROSS' GOOSE -- Widely reported. With Snow Geese at Las Vegas NwR (Sy Baldwin, 
George 81anchard, CR) and at La Cueva SGR~Jii9(JH, P~, ~VJ JS). Also, 1 with 
Sandhill Cranes in Gila Valley 12/27 (Oa~e & Mayetta Clawson, RF), and photo
graphed at Burn L. and Santa Teress Country ClUb (~Oo, 8Z). 

CANAOA GOOSE -- OMac's aerial surveys counted, at various oates from Uec
ember into February, 17,500+ in Farmington area, almost 50 at Zuni, 31,716 
in the northeast (including 12,850 at Clayton L. and 10,471 at Maxwell NWR), 
and 448 at L. MCMillan. Oth.rs reported 80 in Cliff area in December 
(Rf), 28 at Sunland Park 1/25 (JOo, BZ), and 10 at Washington RanCh rl~ar 

Rattl •• nake Springs 1116 (Sheri Feaorchak). 

WOOD DUCK -- The winter sho.ed the largest number~ ever reportee in N.M. 
At Rio Grande Nature Center, 142 on 12/18 (HS) and 40 on 2/11 (Carol Davis). 
At farmington, 20 on 2/3 (PJ). 1 spent much of season at Mangas Springs (RF) 
and 15 were et the Old Refuge (JOo, 8Z). L. McMillan had 2 on 12/20 (MMe,SW). 

~ -- High was 4,117 at Las Vegas NWR 113 (OMBC). 550 were in fleoded 
fields below Cochlti Dam 2/12 (CR). 

aLUE-WINGEO TEAL -- Early singl.s at Rattlesnake Springs: 1116 (Sheri Fedor
chak) and 2/10 (Phyllis Cremonini). 

CINhAMON TEAL -- 3 at Rattlesnake Springs 1/16 (Sheri Fedorchak) were early. 
2 malea photographed at Jal L., Lea Coun.ty (Orlando Ornelas, sw) may have 
been firat report from county. 

GREEN-WINGED x CINNAMON TEAL -- Hybrid at Bosque NWR 2/24 (JTay). 

EURASIAN WIGEON -- unu.uel: N.M.'s first confirmed record was a single male 
in company .ith Ame~igeons at Santa Teresa Country Club 1/4-2/27 (JOo, 
photo by BZ). There hed been pr.vious unconfirmed reports. 

CANVASBACK -- A single 1/16 at Washington Ranch, near Rattlesnake Springs, 
where unusual. (Sheri Fedorchak). 

GREATER SCAUP -- The species is either becoming more regular in N.M., or 
more observers are looking carefully at all scaup. 2 at Cochiti L. 12/13 
(PJ, JS), 2 at Lea Vee-a NWR 12/3 (JOo, CR). A mele and a femele at Evens 
L. 1/19-22 (O&MZ) were photographed, as was a male at Caballo L. 12/20 
(JOe, 8Z). 

COMMON GOLDENEYE -- 35 at Las Vegas NWR 2/18 (PI, CR). Season high was 286 
on L. Avalon CC. Others seen at Santa Teresa (JOo, Bzl and near Tularosa 
(6Smi ). 

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE -- unu8ual: Probable female at Las Vegas NWR 2/18 {PI, 
CRJ; male and femele a~e NWR 2/11-23 (PB, RO, RTJ. 

HOODED MERGANSER -- R.ported widely. 2 at Rio Grande Nature Center 2/11 
(fide CAH) end e mala there 1/7 (PSt); 9 at Storrie L. 2/18 (PI, CR); 4 at 
Las Vegas NWR (1 mala, 3 femeles) 12/10 (Sy Baldwin, George Blanchard, CR), 
and 1 male and 2 femalea at Caballo L. 2/8 (CR). High weB 10 on Ro •• ell CC. 

COMMON MERGANSER -- Very large numbers at the larger reservoirs: OMac counted 
8,900 at Caballo ~.,6,900 at Elephant Butte L.,4,300 at Conches L. 1/3-6, 
74 at Cochiti j". 12/15, and 7,250 1/6 at L. McMillan. Up to 6 t Ol i D on Caballo 
CC. 

REO-BREASTED MERGANSER -- Also more widespread. 3 males at Coctli ti L. 
12/4-11 (PI, CR), 2 there 12/13 (PJ, JS), a female at Caballo L. lc/20-
2/8 (PStJ, 11 on Roe •• ll CC, and a N.M. high of 80 at Loving ce. 

DUCKS in ganeral -- High •• t in Beveral years in Gila valley lRf). 

TURKEY VULTURE -- unuaual: 1 on 2/22, very early, near Tularosa lGB). 

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE -- unuBu.l: 1 at La Lu2 Canyon 12/21 {K~}; ! near 
Tularo5a 1/5 (J&NHt). Same bird? 
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BALD EAGLE -- 355 on Game & Fish Dept. aeridl surveys in December and 
~anuary. ~: Singles near Rodeo in December (RS, AF) dnd ne~r Por
tdles 2/10 (w. Robertaon) .•. Vdriou5 observers saw 2 near Farmington, 1 ~t L06 
OjOb, 2 at Abiquiu L., 2 at Zuni, 12 on Maxwell NWR, 2 at ~etherly L., 
3 on Espa~ola CC , 1 dt Randall Davey Center, 11 at Las Ve9db N~R, 9 on L~6 
Vegds CC, 1 at Tecolote, 1 to 13 at Cochiti L., 1 to 11 at Bosque N~R 1/4 to 
2/21, 3 to 10 in Silver City area [numbers down in Gr~nt County). An 
immature killed a Great Blue Heron near Cliff 1/15 (RF). 

~1ARRIS' HAWK -- unusual: Singles at Rio Grande "Oxbow" in tler~nalllio 
County 1/21-22 (~photO) and at Bosque NwH 1/24 to 2/14 (PM~I TK) .... 
Sharp year-to-year decline in Carlsbad ared (S~J. 

R[U- rAILED HAWK -- Red-ph&::ist!' Dird first seen dt Mi::H19a~ S~rlrlgs ::1/ri'.J r~malrlt:!d 

ttwoughout the period (RF J. 

REC r~ILED {HARLAN I 5} M.w~-l at ~osque NWH 1/12 (JS, p~J. D~tdl1s. 

FERRUGINOUS HAWK --~: Dark-phase bird at Las Vegas NwH ir. ttle Clutumn 
was still present 12/3, 12/10 and 2/25 (CR , ~DoJ. 

MERLIN -- Various observers 5aw 1 at Lo~ Ojos below Abiquiu [Jam 1/7; I at 
Las Vegas NwR 2/11 and 25; 1 to 3 at Zuni in December and January; 1 near 
Cochiti Dam 2/12 and 19; 1 s. of Albuquerque 2/2; singles at ~o~que NwR 
12/3 dnd 1/5; 1 at Mangas Springs 12/3, and, in :lo~a Ana County, I at the 
Old Refuge (photo), Durling's farm and Tallman Dairy in December and ~anuary. 
8Z describes tie terrific invasion for this species in southern New Mexico 
and ... est Texas; 7 different birds were sighted in the El Paso area; normally 
1 or 2 in fall are all we get." ... l on Black River 12/31 {SWJ. 

PE.REGRINE FALCON -- It is gratifying that reports are coming in with gradually 
incraelsing regularity and numbers. Oates and locations are withtleld for 
protection of the birds. 

MONTELUMA QUAIL -- 18 on Peloncillo Mts. CC. 

NORTHERN BOBWHITE -- 1 at Alamogordo 12/29/88-2/15/89 (GF) was certainly 
an escape or releBse; 60 at Rattlesnake Springs 12/17 (Sw+) may also have 
been in part or totally the product of "local releases. 

SCALED QUAIL -- 6 in the Dry Cimarron Valley 1/21 (PJ+j, 8 on Zuni CC and 
on Bluewater L. CC were in areas wher"e they are local in occur.nce. Num
bers were very low in the Carlsbad erea (SW). 

VIRGINIA RAIL -- 2 on Zuni CC and 1 there 12/18 (.JT J j 2 or 3 at Manges 
Springs through the winter (RF), and 1 at the Old Refwge 12/17 t~~w, BZ) 
were the only winter reports. 

~ -- Up to 12 all winter at Mangas Springs {RFJ. 

COMMON MOORHEN -- 1 at Perctla Dam SP 12/21 (CR J. 

AMERICAN COOT -- Apparent winter t1igh, 7,122 at Elephant tlutte L. on 1/6 
(OMac) . 

SANDHILL CRANE -- High countb: At Bosque NWR 11,302 on 1/6 {OMac} and 15,195 
on 1/13 (PMu); 7,000+ in Los Lunas area 1/6 COMac); 1,120, including 1 
albino, at Bernardo SGR 12/15 (DMac)j 22,000 in MRGV 12/15 from Isleta Marsh 
to Caballo L. (DMac). Elsewher.) 25 at Las Vegas NWR included one possible 

greater race (Sy Baldwin, George Blanchard, CR). Up to 150 at Mdngas Springs 
and maximum of" 400 at Cliff" (RF). 2 near Rodeo 1/2 were somewtlat unu5ual 
(R5). 

WHOOPING CRANE -- Up to 13 in MRGV. At Bosque N~R, hIgh of 9 from 1/13 
to 2/10 (PMu, JTay). ONac found singles at Bernardo SGR and Sd(l Acacia, and 
2 at the CaBa Colorado farm, Valencia County. 

SEMIPALMATEO PLOVER -- 1 at Bosque N~R 2/24 (JTay) was early. 
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AMERICAN AVOCET __ Only report, an early single dt Bosque NWR 1/20 (PMu). 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS -- Single at Morgan ~. 2/3 (PJ) 
range. 

of usual .... inter 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER -- 1 at Albuquerqu~ 12/18 {~S}. A high 10 on Rio Granu~ 
at Caballo CC. 

LONG-BILLED CURLEW -- Only .... inter record was on Loving CC. 

WESTERN SANDPIPER -- A very pale bird ... as amony 3 at Ldyurla Grc;HIUe 12/31 
(MMe, SO). 

DLiNLIN -- Winter reports on rise. Sln91~~ at dU~4uC NwR ~/w driLl ~/13 (f-JMuJ, 
~~t Ldguna Grdnde 12/31 (~Me, Sw). 

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER __ At Ijosuue NWH, lti on 1/14 (PSt), Gnu 27 un 1/27 
and o~ un 2/24 (~Tay). "Numv:routj df1l.,J .... .I.despr'eadll along R10 GrarHle near 
Lets Cruces, .... here "normally quitt! raret! {BlJ. One dt [Jedd !::iea Man~tl eC::tst 
of Laguna grande 1/29 (S~). 

COMMON SNIPE -- 1 at Two-Mile Reservoir, near !::ianta Fe, 12/1ti (Uavid 
Blagg, Jamie Cox, Dorothy Mano~ CRl. 

BONAPARTE'S GULL -- 16 on Caballo CC, with 8 remaining at least until 1/5 
(8Z+]; 118 on L. Avalon CCj 49 on Loving CC. 

RING-BILLED GULL -- 6 at Morgan L. 2/3 (PJ); 
1 at Zuni reservoir 12/15-2/18 {~T, oCi; 1,500 

at M~xwell NINR 1/21 {PJ+J; 
Caballo CCj 203 on Roswell 

CCi 816 on L. Avalon CC. 

CALIFORNIA GULL -- 1 adult at Elephant Butte L. 1/5 (JS). 

HERRING GULL -- 1 at Storrie L. 2/14 and 1 at Las VegBs NWR 2/18 (PI, CR); 
1 adult at Me5illa 2/13 (JOo, BZ) was 8Z's first for Oo~a Ana CountYi 6 on 
L. Avalon CC. 

THAYER'S GULL -- 1 immature at Elephant Butte L. 12/26-1/5 (PJ, J5); 
described, with photo. 

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE -- 1 immature seen well at Cochiti L. 12/11 (CR, PI); 

about the lath N.M. record, only one of which is verified by specimen or photo. 

TERN speci •• ~- 1 on Caballo CC waa moat likely a Foreter's. 

BAND-TAILED PIGEON -- 2 at ~aterfal1 Canyon, Sandia Mts., 2/23 [HS) may 
have wintered over, since spring migrants normall~ arrive in early April. 

WHITE-WINGED DOVE -- High winter counts were 13 at Socorro (P~), 24 on La 
Luz-Otero CC, and 20 on L. Avalon CC. Singing males were at Truth or Con
sequences 1/13 and Carlsbad 1/16 (S_); 1 at Mangas Springs 2/26 (RF) was a 
first arrival. 

INCA DOVE -- unusual: Vagrant which appeared in autumn in Santa Fe _a6 
still there r~nd on 2/27 (LH) ••.. l at Socorro 2/9 (P~), 1 at Redrock 
throughout D.c.~r (AF), 4 .t Tularo •• 12/2 (~&NHt) and on l~ Luz-Otero 
ec, and e reMarkable 14 at Alamogordo 12/9 (William ~ells). 

GREATER ROADRUNNER -- unueual: Scarce winter sightings included 1 in northern 
Quay County 1/16 (CR), 3 in Zuni village (DC, photo), and 4 on Zuni CC. 

BARN O~L -- unuaual: 16 in roost at Old Refuge 12/20 and 5 near Durling's 
farm throu~ p.riod. Usually seen only alone or in pairs. (8Z, 
SW, JOo). First C8rl8bad CC record. 

WESTERN SCREECH O~L -- 1 at Boaque N~R 1/17 (PMu, TK). 
was firat ror Caballo CC. 

heard at Percha 

SPOTTED OWL -- 1 in Florida Mts. 2/5 (J. Boyd •• ). First documented record 
for this range. 

LONG-EARED O~L -- 1 or 2 at Old Refuge 12/14, 17 [Bl, SW); 4 at Owen's 
farm 2/26-27 (Bl+); 1 in Magdalena Nt •• 2/15 (JB+). 
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SHORT-EAREO ONL __ ~: 1 w. of Magdalena 1/14 (PJ, JS). 

NORTHERN SAN-NHET ONL -- 1 caught by cat in NW Albuquerque 12/24 (fide 
M.A.Root) ••• rel •• _d unhurt. Seldom reported in "this area. 

WHITE-THROATEO SNIFT -- 10 near Alamogordo 12/25 (JS); 10 to 30 over 
Owen's farm 12/12 and 1/3, and 2 at Old Refuge (BZ+) (seemed more numerous 
in south this winter, possibly owing to warm weather); 10 in S~. Chaves 
County 2/5 (SW). 

LE.IS' WOODPECKER -- 1 in Dry Cimarron Valley 1/21 (PJ) at eastern limit 
of range. 

REO-HEADED WOODPECKER -- unusual: An immature bird at Tunnel Spring, Sandia 
Mts., 12/8, 13 (Oonna Broudy, HS). 

YEllO~-8ELLIEO SAPSUCKER -- Adult female* at Durling's farm 2/2U ana an 
immature, probably of this species, web there 1/2 (JOo, BZj details). 

WiLLIAMSON'S SAPSUCkER -- 2 on Las Vegas CC; seldom seen Cit nor~thern limit 

of their winter range. 

DOWNY wOODPECKER -- 1 at Tucumcari L. marsh 1/16 (CR) was east of normal 
range, and 1 on Roswell CC .as at aouthern limit of winter range. 

NORTHERN FLICkER -- Single yellow-shafted forms at Bloomfield 2/5 (Jan & 
John Reee) and at Durling's farm 2/27 (JOO, BZ) were w. of range; becoming 
rarer in the south. 

Empidonax specisa --~: 1 at Rattleanake Springs 12/12 (LG). 

SAY'S PHOEBE 

CAvE SWALLOW 

breeding: Nest with eggs at Carlsbad 1/27 was very early (S~). 

Firat Carlsbad Caverns arrival waa on 2/13, about normal (SW). 

STELLER'S JAY -- 7 on Albuquerque CC and 2 near Tularosa 1/2 (J&NHt) were at 
low elevations. 

BLUE JAY --~, 2 at Bloomfield 12/27-2/28 (Jan and John Rees) , and 
Santa Fe's autumn bird remained through the winter •••• 2 at Tucumcari L. 
1/16 (CR). 

PINYON JAY -- 1 on Carlsbad CC; no details. 

AMERICAN CROW -- Some high counts, 55 on Farmington CC , 13,314 on Albuquer
que CC, 500+ at Socorro 1/12 (PJ), and 50 at Mangas Springs 12/28-1/31 and 
60 in tha Mimbraa Valley 2/28 (RF). 

CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN -- unusual: 2+ in petroglyph area w. of Albuquerque 12/17 
and 1/21 (LG) were i~ed by their calls. They are evidence of the 
species' continuing elow northward movement in the Rio Grande Valley ..•• l or 2 
''''ere at Manges Springs and the Buckhorn area from 12/3 (RF) and on the G11a 
R. CC. At Loa Lunas 12/26 (80); above-normal numbers in lower Oo~a Ana 
County (BZ) and around Hobbs (SW). 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICkADEE -- 3 on Sandi as CC (no details) were unusual for that 
range; hIgh count •• ere 45 on E.pa~la CC , 14 on Las Vegas CC , and 31 on the 
Albuquerque CC. 

MOUNTAIN CHICkADEE -- Number5 high at R.ndall Davey throughout the winter 
(CR). Few lowland reports, 2 at Albuquerque 12/18 (HS+); 2 on Carlabad 
CC; 193 on Sandi .. CC wes a high number. 

BRIDLEO TITNQUSE __ High CC counts, 32 at Caballo, 58 in Peloncillos. 

PLAIN TITMOUSE 2 on Sevilleta CC. 

~ __ 1 5. of Cliff 12/31 (RF+), 1 at La Luz Canyon 12/17 (RGKJ); 7 on 
Carlabsd CC. 

~ --High CC counts, 56 at Caballo and 169 at Silver City. 
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RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH -- IB on Sandias CC; singles at Zuni 12/17 (JTl and 
Albuquerque 12/1B (Hs+l. 

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH on Clayton CC; 1 at Carlsbad 2/19 (s-l. 

PYGMY NUTHATCH --143 at Zuni 12/17 (JT+l; 1 on Espa~ola CC. 

BROWN CREEPER -- 3 on Roswell CCi 1 on Las Cruces CC; 
snake Springs in Oecember and January (Cathy Cook+). 

or 2 at Rat tle-

_INTER WREN -- Sing1ss at Hondo Canyon, Sandias, 12/2 and 1/11 (PSt); at 
Percha Dam SP 12/21 and Randal' Ii Pool 12/30 and 1/3 (BZ, JOe), dlH.l on the 
Carlsbad ce. 

CACTUS WREN -- 1* on ROEiwell ce. 

GCLOEN-CROMNEO KINGLET -- Common in Sandi as {HS}. In lowl~nds, l or 2 
dt Farmington 1/5-6 (B. Carr) J 2 on Albuquerque ee t 2 on L. Avalol, CCj 2 on 

L.oving ce. 
Ru~Y-CROWNEO KINGLET -- 9 on Santa Fe ee, 9 on Zuni ce, 25 on Albuquerque 
ee, 107 on Caballo ee t and 47 on Carlsbad ce. 

o~uE-GRAY GNATCATCHER --~: 1 on E6pa~ola ce. 

Gnatcdtcher species -- 1 at Ri:lttlelin~ke Springb 12/25 {Cathy Cook}. 

EAS1EHN BLUEBIRD -- Inva!:iiofl in Rio Grande Valley from Albuquerque south: 
6 on Albuquerque CC, 30 at Socorro 2/8 (PB), 1 at Luis Lopez, n. of San 
Antonio, 1/24 {PJ, JS}, 4 on Bosque CC, 40+ on Caballo CC, l~'" at Uos Lagos 
Golt Course in Anthony 12/28 (BZ, SW), 2 on Old Refuge and 5 others on 
Las Cruces CC. Also aith above-usual numUerb were 3 dt Rattlesnake Springs 
12/21 (LGl and BD on Roswell CC. 

'lliESTE.RN BLUEBIRD -- Widespread but low numbers on all but these CCs: 2]8 
at Santa Fe, 241 at La Luz-Dtero, and 1,020 at Silver City. 

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD -- Pattern similar to Western, with these high CCs: 
2]6 at Farmington, 1,D2l at Gila R., ]02 at Silver City, 17ti at Cab~llo, 
and 126 at Carlsbad. 

rOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE -- Very low except 146 on Zuni CC and 43 on Santa Fe 
CC. 

HERMIT THRUSH -- unusual: 1 in uppar Juan Tabo Canyon at 7,500 feet aas 
high at this Beas~ •••• Singles on Farmington and Zuni CCa. 

AMERICAN ROBIN -- Low numbers except 439 on Farmington CC, 436 on Espa~ola 
CC and l,4B3 on Gila R. CC. 

VARIED THRUSH -- unusual: 1** at Carlsbad in January and February (Shirley 
Swayze, sw Photo)~lY the fourth confirmed N.M. record. 

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD -- unusually to north was 1 at Pajarito Village 12/15-

2/1 (EEl. Hlgh CCa, IB at La Luz, 12 at Carlabad. 

SAGE THRASHER __ Singles n. of Moriarty 2/26 (PI+), on Zuni CC, and at Bitter 
L. (JBll. B+ in Gila Valley 12/31-1/4 (RF+l; 33 on Carlsbad CC. 

BRD'lliN THRASHER -- 1 at Bosquecito, Socorro County , through at least 1/24 
(Glenn Kendell, JS, PJ)j 1 at Socorro all winter (PS); 3 on Car16bad CC , 

and 2 at Rattl •• nak. Springs 2/2 (LG, JBll. 

SENOIRE'S THRASHER -- 2 on Peloncilloli CC. 

CURVE-BILLED THRASHER on Albuquarque CC. 

CRISSAL THRASHER -- 2 on Albuquerque CC. 

AMERICAN PIPIT -- 1 .t Zuni 12/15 (JT1, 14 on Espa~ola CC, 7 at Cochiti L. 
2/12 (PI+l, 194 on Bosque CC, 3 at Tularosa 2/7 (J&NHtl, 736 on Loving CC. 

'B9-1 (winter 'BB-891 9 



CEDAR WAXWING -- Numerous only at Farmington (AN); few elsewhere. 

PHAINOPEPLA -- 42 on Silver City CC was 8 high count. 

NORTHERN SHRIKE -- unusual: 14 reports of at least 11 individuals, the 
most since the Ig7~ter (fide JH). 2 different birdb at Cuba 2/2, 2/3 
{PJ}. Singles at Chama 2/2 (PJ), Taos 1/22 (CR), Johnson Mesa and Maxwell 
NWR 1/21 (JS+J, Vallecitos, Rio Arriba, 1/15 (CRJ, Las Vegas 1/21 (JS+J, 
La& Vegas NWR 2/18 & 25 (CR, PIJ, Cochiti L. 12/13 (JS, PJJ end 2/4 (PI, 
CRl, Zuni 12/16-17 (JT), Isleta 1/26 (JBll, and 1 in Bosque count week. 

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE -- 1 at Abi~iu Oem 1/15 (CRJ, 1 at Santa Fe 1/4 (LHJ, 
4 at Zuni 12/16 (JT), 29 on Bosque CC, 33 on Carlsbad CC. 

BELL'S VIREO --~: 1 at Perche Oem 12/27 (PJ) i~ fir~~ reliable N.M. 
winter record. 

HUTTON'S VIREO -- 1 on Peloncillos CC. 

ORANGE-CROlillNED lIIIARBLER -- 7 (!) on the Caballo CC for thib count'r;. first 
recordi 2 at Mesilla on Las Cruces CC. 

YELLD_-RUMPED (MyrtleJ WARBLER -- 1 or 2 at Zuni 12/15-21 (JTJ; 2 at 
Tucumcari L. 1/16 (CR); 1 at Elephant ~utte L. 1/5 (~S) .... Audubon's 
21 on Zuni CC .... un.pecified: a high ~3 on Roswell CC. 

TOlillNSEND'S lIIIARBLER -- The first N.M. winter record .. af:i one de!::icribed 
adequately (LHl on the Sdntd Fe CC. 

COMMON YELLOW THROAT -- 1 at Percha Dam SP 12/20-21 (CR, BZ+J and 1 on 
Lst:t Cruces CC. 

NORTt~RN CAROINAL -- Persisted at Rattlesnake Springs with a high of 4 
12/17 (fide Phyllis Cremoninij. T.o near Rodeo 12/30 (RS). 

PYRRHULOXIA -- North of uBual range were singles near Socorro throughout 
the period (PB), near Cliff 12/31 (RF+), plus 4 on Roswell CC. 

BLUE GROSBEAK --~: First winter record for N.M.,l on Albuquerque CC. 

INDIGO BUNTING -- unusual: Also a first winter record, 1 at Bitter L. 12/21-
26 [S. Marlatt+J. -------

GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE -- 1 at Corralea 12/18 (LG+J was northerly. 

CASSIN'S SPARROW -- More wInter reports than usual, including 1 or 2 near 
Rodeo 12/30 (RS+), and singles at Hachita 12/18 (Robert Dickerman), Percha 
Oem SP 12/30 (8Z+), and Artesia 2/25 (SW). 

AMERICAN TREE SPARROW -- High number of northerly reports: 1 on Espa~la 
CC, 4 or 5 at Maxwell NWR and 2 or 3 in Dry Cimarron Valley 1/21 (PJ), 
1 on Zuni CC , and up to 11 in December and 24 in February at Las Vegas 
NWR (CR+ J. 

CHIPPING SPARROW -- Northerly for winter were 12 on Farmington CC, 1 on 
Las Vegas CC, end 8 banded in Albuquerque 2/11 (CAH+). 

BLACK-THROATED SPARROW -- Also northerly, up to ~ in the western Sandia Mts. 
in December and January (HSJ and 1 near Lemy 2/26 (PI+J. 

SAGE SPAaROW -- 1 or 2 in the western Sandia Mts. in December and January 
(HS)i &e~dom .. en there. 1 neer La& Vegas 2/25 (CR) was northerly. 

SAVANNAH SPARROW -- Severel banded et Albuquerqua 2/19 snd later (CAH+J. 

FOX SPARROW -_ Slngle. at Rattle.nake Sprlngs 12/31 and 2/2 (LG, JB1J. 

LINCOLN'S SPARROM -- 1 at Sante Fs 12/21 (LHJ waB northerly. 

SWAMP SPARROW -- 3 at Zuni 12/11-2/26 (JT, DCJ; singles at Albuquerque 1/28 
(LGJ and Tucumcari 1/16 (CRJ; 4 at Mangas Springs 1/8-11 (RFJ, and 
12 on Caballo CC. 
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WHITE-THROATEO SPARROW -- High counts: 12 on Caballo CC, 6 on Albuquerque CC 
end up to 8 at Rattlesnake Springs 2/2 (JBl, LG). 

HARRIS' SPARROW -- 1 at Bosque NWR 1/14 (RT, PSt), 2 at Socorro 11/21 through 
2/28 (PB), 1 at Rattlesnake Springs 12/12 (GP), and 1 on Loving CC. 

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW -- 1 at Zuni 12/17 was probably o~ the darK-lored race 
crianth. (~T), which usually winters 6. of N.M. 

OARK-EYED JUNCO (SLATE-COLORED) -- 1 at Santa Fe 2/19 (JH); 6 banded at 
A.buquerque 1/28-29 (CAH+). 
DARK-EYED JUNCO (OREGON) -- unusual: at Zuni 12/17 (JT) was possibly a 
hybrid with a Zonotrichi •• ~ 

McCOWNtS LONGSPUR -- A fe. bet~een Los Lunas and 5. Oo~a Ana County (V.D.) 
and 3 near Datil 2/4 (PJ, JS). 

CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR -- 200+ near Detil 2/4 (PJ, JS). 

EASTERN MEADOWLARK -- Northerly: Up to 4 at Zuni, 1/1 into February (DC), 
and 1 &in91n9 in Embudito Canyon, Sandia Mts., i/l0 (HS). 

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD -- Up to 24 wintered at Zuni (JT+). 

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE -- Si9ni~icant recorda: Up to 27 at Zuni 12/15-19 and 
2/11, 18 (JT+); 27 at Bluewater L. 12/10-2/26 (DC); 10 at Los Ojos 1/7 
(CR, LH); 4 at Las Vegas 12/30-31 (PI+); up to 16 wintered at Glenwood (JH). 

COMMON GRACKLE -- 1 to 2 at Zuni 12/31-2/26 (DC). 

BROWN-HEADEO COWBIRD -- 1 at Zuni 12/31 (DC); 6 near Alamogordo 1/15 and 
2/17 (R&KJ). 

SCOTT'S ORIOLE -- unusual: 2 immatures at Columbu5 1/4-5 (JBl , C, BlackJ. A 
male at Owen'a far~gh 1/14 (ez+) was area's first winter record. 

PURPLE FINCH -- A po&&ible pair at Percha Dam SP 1/21 (EW). 

CASSIN'S FINCH -- Noat of relatively few reports "ere from montane areas. 
~ few elseWhere: At Zuni 12/17 and 2/20 (~T), Santa Fe 2/9 (LH), Bluewater 
L. 1/2-3 (DC+), Albuquerque 12/18 (HS+), near Cliff 12/31 (RF), and at 
Alamogordo 215 (GF+). 

RED CROSSBILL -- None in Sandias in fall or winter (HS). 

PINE SISKIN -- Widespread, mostly in low to moderate numbers (v. 0.). 

LESSER GOLOFINCH -- 49 at Zuni 12/17 (JT); 1 at Plee&anton 2/26 (JH). 

LAWRENCE'S GOLDFINCH --~: 1 female near Mesilla 12/27 (BO). 

EVENING GROSBEAK -- In Sangre de Cristo, Sandia and Sacramento Mts. Else
where, 17 on Farmington CC, 170 on EBpa~ola CC, 15+ at Santa Fe 2/19 (~H), 
55 at Las Vegas 12/30-31 (PI+], and 4 on Albuquerque CC. 
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