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1983 ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD IN SILVER CI TY

Noti ce of the Meeting

The 1983 Annual Meeting of the New Mexico O nithol ogical Society is
schedul ed for 16—7 April 1983, at Western New Mexico University in Silver
City. Chairnman of the Local Arrangements Comrittee is Dr. Bruce J. Hayward of
WNMU. As is custonary, paper sessions and other presentations will occupy the
program on Saturday. Sunday will be reserved for field trips. Make plans now
to attend, to catch up on the activities of fell ow New Mexi co birders, learn
about recent research in the state, and of course sanple the rich birdlife of
sout hwest ern New Mexi co. Mgration should be in full swi ng, a range of
habitats from spruce-fir forest to the Sonoran conditions of the Gla Valley
is nearby, and (for those who can stay around) the Chiricahuas are | ess than
two hours away.

Call for Papers

Kevin Zi mmer, Chairnman of the Program Conmittee for the 1983 Annual
Meeting, advises that requests for tine on the program should reach himby 1
February 1983. Presentations on any topic of ornithological interest are
invited. Customary length is 1520 mnutes. Send an informal abstract, with
estimate of tinme needed, to Kevin Zinmrer, Biology Departnment, NMSU Box 3AF,
Las Cruces, NM 880083.

AN _ORNI THOLOG CAL RECONNAI SSANCE OF ALEGROS PEAK

D. Archibald MCallunmt, John C. Egbert? Laurie K Egbert? Lee Elliott?,
Kat herine E. Skaggs®, Roger W Skaggs®, and Wenda R Trevat han'

1Cot t onwood Gul ch Foundation, Route 2, Box 3, Thoreau, NM 87323
22465 Sycanmore NE, Al buquerque, NM 87106
’P. 0. Box 182, G enwood, NM 88039



I NTRODUCTI ON

New Mexico is a large state with a rich avifauna and a short but rich
ornithological history. In the md-nineteenth century the territory was
criss-crossed by mlitary exploring parties, nost of which included one of
the now | egendary surgeon-naturalists. Around the turn of the century, and
afterwards, collectors for the Bureau of Biol ogical Survey scoured the
hinterlands. In the past two decades nenbers of the New Mexi co O nithol ogical
Soci ety have col |l ected, archived, and anal yzed a trenendous quantity of
information on bird distribution within the state. Yet still many parts of
the state remain alnost or conpletely unexplored ornithologically. Visits to
such places can be surprisingly rewardi ng, as recent expeditions to the
i sol ated peak Sierra Grande illustrated (Hubbard 1977). It was with this
Il egacy in mnd that we decided to nmake a short ornithol ogi cal reconnai ssance
of Al egros Peak, in northern Catron County.

Al egros Peak was of interest to us not only because it had not been
explored (so far as we know it had never before been visited by an
ornithol ogist), but also because it is high, isolated, and |located in a
bi ogeographical transition zone. At 10,229 ft (3120 m), Alegros is the
hi ghest of the few 10,000 ft peaks between M. Taylor and the highest peaks
of the Mogollon nmassif. Its steep, north-facing slopes nmght be expected to
har bor subal pi ne spruce—fir forest and the characteristic species of that
pl ant associ ati on.

On the other hand, Alegros is not part of a range, but is an isol ated
vol cani ¢ remant surrounded by rolling hills at the 8000 ft (2440 n) |evel
Its area above 9000 ft (2745 m), where a subal pi ne environnment m ght exist,
is less than two square miles (or less than 500 ha). Thus one m ght
reasonably ask, if a subal pi ne ecosystem does occur on Al egros what portion
of the typical subal pine avifauna occurs on this snmall island of habitat.

Finally, western New Mexico is an area of biogeographic transition, where
many nontane speci es reach southern or northern limts of their breeding
ranges. Several species thus mght reach a limt on Al egros. Wich mght they
be, we wondered, and how woul d their presence change, if at all, accepted
vi ews of New Mexi can avi an bi ogeography.

SI TE AND METHODS

To find sone prelimnary answers to these questions we visited Al egros on
11-13 May 1981. The mountain bears no drivabl e roads above the 8000 ft (2440
m level, despite past |ogging operations. W canped at that |evel and hiked
up the north sl ope each of the three days, at |east one of us reaching the
summt level on each day. W nade no attenpt to estimate quantitatively the
abundance of species we found, nor to find a conplete conpl enent of the
wi despread speci es which might be expected anywhere in the state. CQur
enphases were determ ning the range of habitat avail able and | ocating species
whi ch might be at the peripheries of their ranges.

Veget ati on changed rather abruptly at the base canp (see Fig. 1 for
| ocations) from pinyon-juniper (Pinus edulis, Juniperus nonosperna, J.
deppeana) woodl and to a curious mxture of pinyon, junipers, ponderosa pine
(P. ponderosa), Ganbel oak (Quercus qambelii, no other oak being seen),

Dougl asfir (Pseudotsuga nenziesii), and white fir (Abies concolor). This
assenbl age could be found at any l|evel, although open groves of ponderosa

pi nes occurred on sone sites and dense stands of the two firs (hereafter
referred to as “fir forest”) with aspens (Popul us trenul oi des) occupy sone of
the upper slopes. On a wi ndswept, grassy saddle at approxi mately 9500 ft
(2900 m) we found a krumrhol z of junipers (J. scopulorum J. peana, and J.
monosperma (?)). The south-facing slopes at highest el evations are covered



with | oose scree and boul ders and scattered ponderosa pi nes, Dougl asfirs,
linber pines (P. flexilis or P. strobiforms, A egros is in a zone of
intergradation for the two taxa), and ocean spray (Hol odi scus dunosus)
Despite the absence of spruces. (Picea) and subal pine fir (Abies concol or),
the vegetation has a distinctly northern character. Wth few exceptions,
notably white fir, all of the plant species occur in the Zuni Muntains
(McCalluin pers. obs.). No living streamflows on this nountain, and only two
trickling springs were found in this dry year.

Al'l species detected are treated in the following list.
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Fig. 1. Map of Alegros Peak, showing landmarks designated in
text. Contour interval 200 ft. Adapted from USGS "Alegres Mtn."
preliminary 7%' quadrangle.

ANNCTATED LI ST

--GOSHAWK (Accipiter gentilis). One adult over canp, 5/13.

- - SHARP—SHI NNED HAVK (Accipiter striatus). Two over fir thicket in canyon
bel ow saddle; one in fir forest north of sumit (JCE).

--COOPER S HAWK (Accipiter cooperii). Two adults with nest at at 8600 ft,
(2620 m), in open m xed conifer forest (RA5 KES, LA).

--GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos). One adult chased by nutcrackers over gulf
bet ween saddl e and south peak, 5/11,5/13.

-- MOURNI NG DOVE ( Zenai da macroura). Uncommon in oak woodl and.

--SCREECH OAL (us asio). One heard at canmp, 5/12 (LKE).

-- FLAMMULATED ONL (Q us flanmeol us). Mal e feeding fermal e in pine-oak

woodl and, 5/12 (DAM JCE, WRT).

- - GREAT HORNED OWNL ( Bubo virgini anus). One heard at canp, 5/12.

--VWH P-POOR-W LL (Capriinilgus vociferus). One heard in a fir-choked ravine,
at about 9000 ft (2745 n), 5/12(DAN, JCE, WRT).

--POOR WLL (Phal nenoptilus nuttallii). Heard at canp, 5/11, 5/12.



--VWH TE- THROATED SW FT (Aeronautes saxatilis). Comon around sumrt.

- - BROAD—FAI LED HUWMWM NGBI RD ( Sel asphorus pl atycercus). Mal es heard from canmp
to summit.

-- COMVON FLI CKER ( Col apt es aurat us). Common throughout .

- - SAPSUCKER sp. (Sphyrapicus sp.). One bird poorly seen (RW5 KES).

- - HAI RY WOODPECKER ( Pi coi des villosus). Conmon fromcanp to saddl e.

- - ASH THROATED FLYCATCHER ( Myi archus crinitus). Detected only around canp,
5/12.

- - DUSKY FLYCATCHER ( Enpi donax ober hol seri). Birds seem ngly of this species
(voucher tapes of songs to NMOS Bird Records Committee) were watched and
listened to fromabout 8600 ft (2620 nm) to 10,000 ft (3050 m. Habitat was

pi ne—eak, m xed—eoni fer—eak, or Dougl asfir-1inmber pine-Holodiscus). Although
these birds nmay have been transients, they gave the inpression with their
persi stent singing fromexposed perches of being on territory.

--WESTERN FLYCATCHER ( Enpi donax difficilis). One on south sl ope near summt,
near a Dusky Flycatcher, 5/12 (JCE).

--WESTERN WOOD PEWVEE ( Cont opus sordi dul us). Detected only at canp.

--OLI VE- SI DED FLYCATCHER (Nuttallornis borealis). One, silent at the top of a
snag, about 9200 ft (2810 m, 5/12.

--VI OLET- GREEN SWALLOW ( Tachyci net a t hal assi na). Common near sunmit, unconmon
el sewhere.

--BARN SWALLOW ( H rundo rustica). One or two seen each day.

--STELLER S JAY (Cyanocitta stelleri). Common fromcanp to summt. Nest with
4 eggs, 8500 ft (2590 m), 5/13 (JCE, LKE); nest with 3 eggs, 9500 ft (2900
n, 5/11.

-—SCRUB JAY ( Aphel ocoma coerul escens). Detected only around canp.

-—€OMVON RAVEN ( Corvus corax). Uncommon at all el evations.

--PI NYON JAY ( Gymmor hi nus cyanocephal us) . Fl ocks uncomon in pinyon-juni per
wood| and.

--CLARK' S NUTCRACKER ( Nuci fraga col unbi ana). Found from canp to saddl e.

- - MOUNTAI N CHI CKADEE ( Parus ganbel i). Common fromcanp to summt.

- —WH TE-BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta carolinensis). Heard conmonly in ponderosa
pi ne associations, not fir forests.

- —RED- BREASTED NUTHATCH (Sitta canadensis). Fairly common in fir forest above
9000 ft (2745 m.

--PYGW NUTHATCH (Sitta pygmaea). Heard fromcanp to saddle, including in fir
forests.

--BROM CREEPER (Certhia familiaris). Unconmon in fir forests.

—HERM T THRUSH ( Cat harus guttatus). One on 5/11 and 5/12.

--WESTERN BLUEBI RD ( Sialia nexicana). Found fromcanp to summit. Nest at
canp.

— TOMSEND S SOLI TAI RE ( Mradestes townsendi). Three records, one a pair, from
9000 ft (2745 m to 10,200 ft (3110 n).

- - RUBY- CROMNED KI NGLET (Regul us cal endul a). Two records.

--SOLI TARY VIRED (Vireo solitarius). Heard near canp, not higher.

- - ORANGE- CROWNED WARDLER ( Vermivora celata). Singing bird fairly conmon from
9200 ft (2810 m to 10,000 ft (3050 n) in oak and fir.

--VIRA NIA'S WARBLER ( Vermi vora virginiae). Singing birds comobn in oaks and
Hol odi scus from 8000 ft (2440 m to 9800 ft (2990 nm).

- - YELLOW BUMPED WARBLER ( Dendroi ca coronata). Abundant in flocks at all

el evations. Many singing birds al so detected.

--TOMNSEND' S WARBLER ( Dendroi ca townsendi). One female, 5/12.

- - RED—FACED WARBLER (Cardel lina rubrifrons). Uncommon but w de-spread in
areas with firs and and open space.

--WLSON S WARBLER (W/sonia pusilla). One male in fir forest.

--SCOIT' S ORIOLE (/cterus parisoruin). One female at a stock tank, 5/12
(JCp).

- - BROAN- HEADED COMBI RD ( Mbl ot hrus ater). One mal e near sumit.



--WESTERN TANACER ( Piranga !l udovi ci ana). Comon in open penderosa pine
forest.

- - BLACK- HEADED GROSBEAK ( Pheucticus nel anocephal us). Abundant in pi ne-oak
associ ations, nostly near ravines. Mles vociferous.

- - RUFQUS- SI DED TOMHEE ( Pi pil o eryt hropht hal nus). Conmon in shrub associ ations
(including oaks) fromcanp to sunmit.

- - GRAY- HEADED JUNCO (Junco cani ceps dorsalis). Common in a variety of plant
associations fromcanp to sutmmt. All birds seen had |ight heads, black
around eyes, and dark upper mandi bl es. Sone songs were recorded. Nest with 4
eggs, 9000 ft (2745 m, 5/12, 5/13 (WRT, DAM.

DI SCUSSI ON

The results are noteworthy for the presence of sone species and the
absence of others. Anbng those present, the Red-faced Warbler and dorsalis
race of the Gray—headed Junco seemto be near the northern limts of their
ranges in New Mexico, although both occur farther north in central Arizona.
Gray- headed Juncos of the Zuni Muntains, to the north, are internedi ate
bet ween dorsalis and caniceps (MIler 1941) and Red—faced Warblers apparently
do not occur there (MaCallum Ms). The Whi p—poor-wi |l would have been thought
to fall into this group, but the species was found in the Zuni Muntains in
1981 (McCallum MS) and 1982 (J. Trochet pers. comm) and the Sandi a Mount ai ns
in 1981 (R Bradley pers. comm).

The presence of the Dusky Flycatchers is both nore surprising and,
because they may have been migrants, nore problematic. However, nore
northerly birds were already on territory on this date, and it seens unlikely
to find seven singing mgrants of a species which norrmally does not sing nuch
on mgration. In the absence of verification of sunmering this may be
provi sional |y consi dered an extension of the known breedi ng range.

The conpl ete absence of a subal pine zone in the area we covered, and probably
on the entire nountain, obviates any di scussi on of subal pi ne birds

Apparently the small size of the nountain cancels sone of the effect of

hei ght in producing boreal conditions. The core species of m xed coniferous
forest (e.g. Western Flycatcher, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Hermit Thrush

Ruby—er owned Ki ngl et, O ange—erowned Warbl er, Red—faced Warbler) were
present.

Several wi despread species were not found. Mst interesting of these are
Band—tai |l ed Pigeon, House Wen, Anmerican Robin, and Grace’s Warbler, for they
woul d be expected to occur in the vegetation associations which we covered
nmost thoroughly.

The general picture which enmerges is that of a rather depauperate nontane
avi fauna. If further study should prove this to be the case, it nay well be
that the scarcity of water is a major factor contributing to the poverty of
speci es (and individuals). W hope our small beginning will stinulate
i nvestigation of this and other questions.
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