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VHOOPI NG CRANES | N NEW MEXI CO

The first young Whooping Crane fromlast summer’s dramatic transplant program
arrived at the Bosque del Apache National WIdlife Refuge on Cctober 25, and
as of press tinme, four of the five birds that left Idaho had arrived in New
Mexi co. There are now two at the Bosque, and one each at Los Lunas and
Bernardo. By now, hundreds of New Mexi cans have gone to the Bosque and seen
the first fruits of one of the nbst exciting efforts ever to save a vani shing
speci es.

But these are just the first fruits. These first four birds will have to
successfully return to Grays Lake in lIdaho, and for each of the next several
years, nore eggs will be transplanted in Idaho Sandhill Crane nests, in the
hope that New Mexico’s first whooper flock will grow. Then, perhaps five
years fromnow, will come the crucial test. WIIl these birds, raised by
foster parent Sandhill Cranes, breed with each other, establishing a mew
permanent flock? It is sonething we can all ook forward to, and hope for.
For it will nmean not only new hope for one of North Anerica’ s rarest birds,
but will nean that a new, imaginative technique in endangered species
managenent wi |l have been proven.

1975 UPDATE OF THE BIRD-LI ST OF NEW MEXI CO

BY JOHN HUBBARD

In the Check-1list of the birds of New Mexico, published in 1970, 476 species



were treated. Based on the AQU Suppl ement of 1973, the list was reduced to
469 (406 confirmed, 54 hypothetical, 9 unaccepted). By 1974, the list had
grown to 477 (415, 50, 12 respectively).

In the period since early 1974, the list has grown to 483 species treated
(424, 48, 12 respectively). Thus, since 1970, the overall |ist has grown by
3.0% with confirned species growi ng by 4.2% unaccepted by 33.3% and
hypot heti cal decreasing by 11.1%

The followi ng annotated |ist treats all species which have changed in status
since the last update in 1974 (Hubbard, NVMOS News/etter 2(1):1-2,6). Note
that the total nunbers of species given there are not based on the 1973
Suppl enment .

Speci es treated bel ow i ncl ude several of which only tentative assessment can
be made at this tine. The status of these will be further treated in the
future

ANNCTATED LI ST

Least Grebe (Podiceps dom nicus) A sight record at Bosque del Apache NWR on
23 Cctober 1973 by R L. Teuber was rejected by the NMOS Rare Bird
Conmittee, and the species remains on the unaccepted |ist.

Bl ack Scoter (O dema nigra) Now confirmed (previously hypothetical) on the
basis of two femal es seen and one collected at Bosque del Apache NWR on
28 Cctober 1975 by Gary Zahm (specinmen with NM Gane & Fish, to be
deposited with US National Miseum.

Wiite-tailed Kite (El anus | eucurus) Now confirnmed (previously hypothetical)
on the basis of a sub—adult photographed at Bitter Lake NWR on 12 July
1975 by Barnet Schrank (NMOS Photo/ Tape File No. 1975—31A-B)

Gray Hawk (Buteo nitidus) Now confirmed (previously hypothetical) on the
basis of a pair photographed in the southwestern part of the state in May
1975 by Dale Zimernman (no other details avail able).

Whoopi ng Crane (G us anericana) Status now under review, but probably wll
remai n on the hypothetical list until such time as birds occuring in the
state as the result of the experinmental programof the US Fish & Wldlife
Servi ce beconme sel f—+eproducing in the wild. The nature of this program
i s discussed by Sands (NMOS Bulletin, 3(3):9-+1, 1975). At presstine,
four young whoopers were present in the central R o Grande Vall ey of New
Mexi co.

California Qull (Larus californicus) Previously confirned only on the basis
of a band recovery; in addition, 21 were photographed at Heron Lake, Rio
Arriba Co., on 15 July 1975 (NMOS 1975-3A—€). The information on the
recovery is as follows; band No. 42-601412, imuature (probably juvenile)
banded at Egg Island, Geat Salt Lake, Utah, on 6 June 1942 by Angus
Wbodhury; recovered from carcass at Aval on Lake, Eddy Co., on 28 Novenber
1942 by James M ddleton. | amgrateful to Brian Sharp for these data.

Caspi an Tern ( Hydroprogne caspi a) Now confirmed (previously hypothetical) on
the basis of an adult in breeding plumge phot ographed at Mrgan Lake
San Juan Co., on 15 June 1974 by H H. Lesperance (NMOS 1974-9A- B)

Bl ack—bi I | ed Cuckoo (Coccyzus eryt hropht hal nus) Now confirmed (previously



hypot heti cal —unpublished record) on the basis of an injured bird found
at Silver Gty on 13 Septenber 1974. The bird was turned over to and
preserved as a scientific specinmen by Dal e Zi nmer nman.

Whi skered OM (Qtus trichopsis) Previously unrecorded; confirmed on the basis
of an adult male collected in danton Canyon, Peloncillo Ms., Hidalgo
Co., on 19 April 1974 by J. David Ligon (specinen in Miuseum of
Sout hwest ern Bi ol ogy no. 3936).

Ferrugi nous OM (d aucidium brasilianum A sight record of one in the R o
Grande Valley in extrenme southern Dofia Ana Co. on 15 Decenber 1973 and 28
January 1974 by Gath White and others was rejected by the NMOS Rare Bird
Conmittee. The species thus remains on the list of unaccepted species in
New Mexi co.

Bl ue—throated Hummi ngbird (Lanpornis clenenciae) This species is denpted to
the hypothetical list (previously confirned) on the basis that Mearn’s
speci mens fromthe San Luis Ms., taken on 2526 June and 11-42 July 1892
must have come from Sonora and not Hi dalgo Co., New Mexico. There appears
to be no suitable habitat for this species in the New Mexi co portion of
t hese nmount ains, and continued acceptance of these as US records is thus
unwar r ant ed.

Wi t e-eared Hummi ngbird (Hyl/ ocharis |eucotis) An adult nmale was reportedly
observed in the Animas Ms., Hidalgo Co., about June 1973 by R R
Johnson and others. Details are being sought on the record to allowit to
be evaluated by the NMOS Rare Bird Conmittee; in the neantine, the
species is added to the hypothetical list (no previous record).

Vaux’ s Swi ft (Chaetura vauxi) Placed on the hypothetical |ist (no previous
record) on the basis of one reported north of Rodeo, Hidalgo Co., on 9
Sept enber 1973 by Kenn Kaufnmann (American Birds 28:89, 1974). Actually,
subsequent contacts with the observer about the record | eave sonme doubt
as to the firmess of the identification, and the record nay be
wi t hdr awn.

Yel | ow—bel | i ed Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius varius) |If one follows Short
(Auk 86:100, 1969) in treating this formas a species separate fromthe
Red- naped Sapsucker (S. v. nuchalis) of the Rocky Muntains, the
foll owi ng speci mens are assignable to it: MCZ 181657, immale, Las Vegas,
14 COctober 1917, Arthur Smith; MSB 1197, imnmale, Eagle Creek, 6 m. w.
of Alto, Lincoln Co., 1 Novenber 1920, J. S. Ligon; NMSU 553, ad fenal e,
Las Cruces, 22 February 1957, R F. Johnston. Inasnmuch as hybrids appear
nunerous (I have exam ned 11 such specinens from New Mexi co), and because
the AQU has not accepted Short’s split, the two are kept as one species
for the present in our state list. S v. nuchalis is the commpn race in
New Mexi co.

Baltinore (=Northern) Oriole (/cterus glabula glabula) Confirmed (no previous
record) on the basis of an adult mal e photographed at Cedar Crest on 14
May 1974 by B. and D. McKnight. (NMOS 1974-12) A second adult mal e was
observed and well-detailed at Rattl esnake Springs, Eddy Co., on 14
Septenber 1974 by Bill Principe and Carol D nmeff. Although now consi dered
conspecific with Bullock’s Oriole (/. g. bullockii), the Baltimre Oiole
is nevertheless a distinctive race, and its occurence in New Mexico is
wel | worth recording.

Phi | adel phia Vireo (Vireo phil adel phia) Now confirnmed (previously



hypot hetical) on the basis of an adult nale collected at Bell Lake, Lea
Co., 17 May 1975, by John Hubbard (specimen in USNM .

Mour ni ng Warbl er (Qprornis Phil adel phia) Now confirmed (previously
unrecorded) on the basis of an adult male collected at Bell Lake, Lea
Co., on 20 May 1975 by John Hubbard; also a hybrid with MacGllivray's
Warbler (O tolnei) collected there on 20 May (both speci nens to USNM
identifications confirnmed by AL R Phillips).

Canada Warbler (W/sonia canadensi s) Now confirnmed (previously unrecorded) on
basis of an adult male collected at Boone’'s Draw, Roosevelt Co., on 24
May 1975 by C. Gregory Schmitt (specinen to USNM .

CONSERVATI ON_COLUWN
BY HENRY ZELLER

The Bureau of Reclanmation’s Operations and Mi ntenance Programfor the R o

G ande between Velarde, Rio Arriba Co., and Caballo Dam Sierra Co., is a
classic exanmple of the problens nmen create for thensel ves when they take on a
fight with a river. The Bureau and the Army Corps of Engi neers have nade what
| like to call a “plunber’s nightnmare’ out of the river, what with drains,

fl oodways, |evees, channels, dans, and silt traps. The villains in this
battle are the old river itself, and the phreatophytes.

Al though the Rio Grande stills flows out of the Rockies with all its ancient
fury, it is hardly a river any nore in central New Mexico, but rather an
el aborate aqueduct. Still, the river brings nearly as much silt as water out

of the nmountains, and in an effort to control it, the Corps has built the

Abi qui u, Janes, Cochiti, and Galisteo Dans for trapping silt, and still finds
it necessary to have the Caballo Damto create the storage capacity for water
lost to siltation from El ephant Butte Reservoir.

Al'l of this is necessary because nan cannot tolerate the constantly course of
the river, and refuses to dwell clear of it. It is too |ate now, of course,
but one cannot help but wonder what the Rio Grande would be |ike today had we
faced the problema few centuries ago. It would be a broad fl oodplain teening
with life, with an extensive gallery forest with |uxuriant understory.
Remmants of that can still be found if one | ooks hard enough, but even that

wi || di sappear under the Bureau’'s O & M Program

This brings us to the other “villain,” those persistent plants which growin
the silt, and which the Bureau and the Corps call phreatophytes. The Bureau
finds these plants guilty of the evapotranspirati on of water which New Mexico
owes Texas under the Rio Grande Conpact. Anusingly, “Texas,” in this case,
begi ns just downstream from Caball o Dam and 60% of the irrigated |lands in
this “Texas” are actually in New Mexico

Whet her or not the renoval of phreatophytes actually results in a net savings
of water, and whether such a savings would be worth the tinme and noney, are
controversial subjects. Neverthel ess, the Bureau plans further renpoval of

t hese phreatophytes, and issued an Environnental |npact statenent of their O
& MProgramin |ate August. After consultation with Chuck Hundertmark and

John Hubbard, | submtted comments on the draft EIS. Wiile | offered no
argunments concerning the Program upstream of San Marcial, | strongly objected
to the destruction of wildlife habitat in the San Marcial —South Mnticello

Point stretch, putting enphasis on the inportance of El ephant Butte Marsh

According to Chuck Hundertmark, this marsh is perhaps the richest breeding



area for marsh birds in New Mexico. It contains, for instance, the only
breedi ng col oni es of A ivaceous and Doubl e-crested Cornmorant in the state.
Great and Snowy Egrets and Bl ack—erowned Ni ght Herons al so breed here. It
contai ns the southernnost breeding colony of Tree Swallows in New Mexico. It
furnishes wintering habitat for |large nunbers of waterfowl, and | ast year six
to nine Bald Eagles wintered here. The marsh retains a perennial 150 to 200
acres of water surface and a diversified woodl and, with salt cedars,
cottonwoods, willows, and a heavy sprinkling of dead snags, thus furnishing a
varied habitat.

Yet the Bureau plans to destroy this fine habitat, and other habitats al ong
the entire Ro Gande, in a phreatophyte renmoval programthat naturalists and
scientists alike have warned themis of dubious efficacy. W plan to follow
up this question in the hope of preserving these remaining riparian habitats.

NMOS PHOTOGRAPH TAPE/ FI LE

BY JOHN HUBBARD

As of Novenber 20, 1975, 146 photographs and 2 tape recordings,

substanti ati ng 74 occurences of birds in New Mexico, have been cat al ogued
into the NMOS P/TF. This file is housed in Santa Fe, and information
concerning it may be obtained by witing the author.

This file is a very inportant part of the bird inventory of the state,

i ncludi ng sole substantiation to date of the occurence in New Mexico of ten
speci es of birds. These are: Little Blue Heron (1961 - B. and D. MKnight),
Wiite Ibis (1965 - V. Montgonery; 1974 —G Zahn), Black Brant (1967 - J.
Sands), O dsquaw (1961 —H. H. Lesperance), Goove-billed Ani (1966 - J.
Durrie and McKnight; 1975 - L. Ditto), Anna’s Humm ngbird (1972 —D. A

Zi merman; 1973 - L. and M Sumer), Yellowthroated Warbler (1973 —B.
Sorrie and P. Donohue), and Wi te-wi nged Crossbill (1954 - A J. Krehbiel).

In addition to the above, the following are contributors: C Bauer, B.

Bl ei cher, O Boggs, B. Bolduc, J. Bowen, S. Bryan, W Cooke, J. Dougl ass, A
Gennaro, K. G ezentanner, P. Geaves, B. Hayward, J. Hubbard, C Hundertnark,
C. Hyder, E. Klett, L. Kline, S. Listen, L. Toliver, B. Tolle, J. Travis, Y.
Yates, E. Washburn, and G Wite.

We urge any of you who may have additional material to send it —with
conplete data - to the P/TF, in care of the author, as soon as possible.

MEMBERSHI P RENEWALS

Al'l menberships in the NMOS expire on Decenber 31. 1976 dues are being
accepted now. Bound in this issue of the Bulletin is a nenbership renewal
form As previously announced, dues for 1976 have been increased. They are
now $5. 00 per year for individuals, $7.50 for fanmlies or institutions, and
$2.50 for students. Please return your renewal form quickly. The NMOS needs
your support.

A SUMMER I N THE G LA W LDERNESS

BY Bl LL BALTOSSER

During the sumer of 1975, | worked for Dr. John Hubbard and the New Mexico
Department of Gane and Fish on a Peregrine Falcon survey in the Gla



W derness of western New Mexico. Unfortunately, the survey was successful
only in finding out where these falcons were not. Only one Peregrine was seen
the entire sumer, and it was probably just passing through.

Nevert hel ess, Dr. Hubbard and | feel the survey was well worth while, for it
provi ded a good sunmer survey of the birds of the Gla. Records were kept of
all species seen in the WIlderness and associated primtive areas, and the
final summrer list came to 117 species. Bel ow are described sone of the nore
i nteresting sightings:

COMMON LOON - A single bird was seen on Snow Lake in Catron County on 4 June.
The bird was in full breeding plunage. It was observed fromthe dam for
about 15 minutes, fromas close as 200 yards.

GREAT BLUE HERON - A heronry was found on the Mddle Fork of the Gla R ver
not far from Snow Lake. There were ten nests anong three Ponderosa Pines.
Two nests were in a dead pine, while the other eight were in the two live
trees. Both adult and young herons were observed. The heronry was
situated at the edge of a fairly |arge beaver bond.

GOSHAWK - Four were seen during the sumer, including one imuature. A handf ul
of Blue Grouse feathers were found near the i mmature.

BLUE GROUSE —Bl ue, or Dusky, G ouse were seen in the high country of the
Mogol | on Mountains during the first week in August. All observations were
made above 9,700 ft. Hens with few young birds were often seen,

suggesting that the nortality on grouse in tne Mgollons that sunmer was

hi gh.

Common Loon

Eared G ebe

Great Blue Heron
Mal | ard

Nort hern Shovel er
Common Mer ganser
Turkey Vulture
Goshawk

Shar p- shi nned Hawk
Cooper’ s Hawk
Red—tai | ed Hawk

Bl ack Hawk

CGol den Eagl e
Prairie Fal con
Peregri ne Fal con
Anmeri can Kestr el
Bl ue G ouse

Ganbel ' s Quai |
Mont ezuma Quai |
Tur key

Anmeri can Coot

Ki || deer

Spott ed Sandpi per
Band—tail ed Pi geon
Wi t e-wi nged Dove
Mour ni ng Dove

Fl ammul at ed On

SUMVER BI RDS OF THE G LA W LDERNESS

G eat Horned OM

Spotted OM

Whi p- poor-wi | |

Poor —wi | |

White-throated Swift

Bl ack- chi nned Hummi ngbird
Broad-tail ed Humi ngbird
Ruf ous Hummi ngbird

Bel t ed Ki ngfisher

Common Fli cker

Acorn Wodpecker

Yel | owbel | i ed Sapsucker
Wl lianmson's Sapsucker
Hai ry Wodpecker

Downy Wbodpecker

Ladder - backed Wodpecker
Nort hern Three—toed Wodpecker
West ern Ki ngbird
Cassin’s Kingbird
Ash—throat ed Fl ycat cher
Bl ack Phoebe

Say' s Phoebe

Enpi donax sp?

West ern Fl ycat cher
Western Whod Pewee

Hor ned Lark

Vi ol et —green Swal | ow



Rough-wi nged Towhee
adiff Swall ow

Purple Martin
Steller’s Jay

Scrub Jay

Mexi can Jay

Common Raven

Pi ion Jay

Cl ark’s Nutcracker
Mount ai n Chi ckadee
Bridl ed Titnpuse
Conmon Bushti t

Whi t e- breast ed Nut hat ch
Red- br east ed Nut hat ch
Pygmy Nut hat ch

Brown Creeper

Di pper

House Wen

Bewi ck’s Wen

Cafion Wen

Rock Wen

Mocki ngbi rd

Ameri can Robin

Hermt Thrush
Western Bl uebird
Mount ai n Bl uebird
Townsend’ s Solitaire
Bl ue- gray Gnat cat cher
Bl ack—tai |l ed Gnatcat cher
Ruby- crowned Ki ngl et
Solitary Vireo
Warbling Vireo

Virginia s Warbler

Yel | ow War bl er

Yel | ow runped \War bl er
Bl ack-t hroated Gray Warbl er
Townsend’ s War bl er
Grace’s Warhbl er

MacG I livray’'s Warbl er
Red—faced War bl er

Wl son’s Warhbl er

Pai nt ed Redstart
Hooded Oriol e
Northern Oriole
Brewer’'s Bl ackbird

Br own- headed Cowbird
West ern Tanager

Hepati ¢ Tanager

Summer Tanager

Car di nal

Bl ack- headed G osbeak
Bl ue Grosbeak

Lazuli Bunting

Eveni ng Grosbeak
House Fi nch

Pi ne Siskin

Lesser Gol dfinch
Green-tail ed Towhee
Ruf ous- si ded Towhee
Br own Towhee

Gray- headed Junco

Chi ppi ng Sparrow

Wit e-throated Sparrow

SPOTTED OAL - Three were seen during the sumer, and a fourth was heard. For

the first observation, | had just located a Prairie Falcon eyrie, and was
clinbing toward it when | heard an owl behind nme. Turning around, | saw a
Spotted OM perched low in a Ganbel’s Cak. The tree was in a tight draw
not nore than ten feet away, with the bird six feet above the ground.
Even with the fal cons swoopi ng | ow overhead, the ow just sat there. |
approached it, and put my hand within two feet of it. As | left the area,
the bird was still there. In late July, two young Spotted OM s were seen
together on a rock | edge just after a rain storm Both birds still had
down on their heads. Despite an attenpt, the parent birds were not found.

W LLI AMSON' S SAPSUCKER - A pair were seen on the West Fork of Mogollon Creek

on 7 July, at an elevation of 7,500 ft. No nest was |ocated, but they may
have been a breeding pair.

NORTHERN THREE- TOED WOODPECKER - Two birds of this rather rare species were

seen. The first was a fenmale, seen on 2 August on the east flank of

W1l ow Mountain west of Bead Spring at 9,800 ft. The second bird was seen
on the north flank of Witewater Baldy, at 10,600 ft., being harassed by
two Hairy Wbodpeckers.

RED- BREASTED NUTHATCH - During the first week of August, about 15 birds were

seen in the Mgollon Ms. above about 10,000 ft. Mst were seen between
Apache Cabin and Sacaton M.



RED- FACED WARBLER - This comon war bl er was seen at Apache Spring on Bl ack
Mountain, at 10,000 ft., fairly high for this species. Bruce Hayward and
others also noted this warbler at high elevations this sumrer.

EVENI NG GROSBEAK - Three were seen on the West Fork of the Gla R ver near
Wiite Creek Cabin on 19 May. This species is sporadic in its novenents,
and especially unpredictable in this part of the state.

WHI TE- THROATED SPARBOW - A single nmal e was seen 15 May on the West Fork of
the Gla River. Earlier in the year, Dr. Dale Zimernan and | al so saw
this species along the Gla River near Ciff. These observations suggest
that the species was not uncommon this year along the Gla River.

NEW MEXI CO Bl RD FI NDI NG - HARROUN LAKE, EDDY COUNTY

BY STEVE WEST

Located just east of the Pecos River, Harroun Lake is one of the better

pl aces to easily observe good nunbers of waterbirds in arid southern New

Mexi co. The lake is not so large as to make a scope absol utely necessary. The
area surrounding the lake is predoni nately catclawresquite desert with

farm and to the north and south of the lake. In many places, there is a
narrow margi n of saltcedar between the road and | ake edge. A road traverses
all sides of the | ake and although this has benefitted the birder, it has

al so benefitted the hunter as well. Large nunbers of herons, ducks, and other
wat er bi rds whi ch once frequented the inaccessable right side no |onger do so
General |y though, this has not hurt or reduced the overall list of species,

only the relative abundances of sone of them
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Harroun Lake serves as an irrigation water storage area for the nearby
Harroun Farnms. The lake is currently under |ease fromHarroun Farns to
Carlshad to serve as a recreational area. At one tine, the |lake was fairly
litter free, but this is not true now.

When in the area, keep your eyes open for rattlesnakes. There are quite a few
in the area, especially on the east side of the |ake. But with the continued
heavy use of the area by Carlsbad hunters, this may no | onger be the case.
The roads can vary greatly, perhaps overgrown or washed out. Al ways drive
slowy and watch out for weakened bridges. This is not said to discourage the
birder, but to help nake his visit hazard free.

Per manent residents at Harroun Lake and nearby include G eat Blue Heron

Bl ack—erowned Ni ght Heron, Mllard, Shoveler (rare sumrer), Ruddy Duck
(uncommon sumer), Harris’ Hawk (Il ook on tel ephone poles north of the road
after you cross the Pecos) Scal ed Quail, Ring-necked Pheasant, Anerican Coot,
Green Heron, Kilideer, Murning Dove, White-w nged Dove (status uncertain),
Roadrunner, Great Horned OM, Belted Kingfisher, Ladder-backed Wodpecker,
Say’ s Phoebe, Wi te-necked Raven (uncomon), Verdin (nests in Acacia), Cactus
Wen, Northern Mockingbird, Crissal and Curve—billed Thrashers, Loggerhead
Shri ke, Red-wi nged Bl ackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, Pyrrhul oxia, House Finch
Lesser Gol dfinch, and Bl ack-throated Sparrow.

Sunmrer provided the nost interesting variety of birds at the | ake. Doubl e-
crested Cornorant has nested here at |east once. Geat Blue Herons are
usual Iy present, although unconmon. G een Herons are usually common, and
found easily as they hunt for fish along the cenent ditch. Qther ardeids
someti nes present include Great and Snowy Egrets, and Bl ack-crowned N ght
Her on

Waterfow are uncomon during the sunmrer, with the Mallard being the nost
comon. They often nest in the marshy area at the north end of the | ake. Just
about any other duck can be occasional in the sunmer. Turkey Vultures are
common here, as el sewhere in the county, during the sumer. In case the | ake
is low, with a large fish kill, TV s and sonme herons beconme abundant
tenporarily. Birds of prey in the sunmrer include Swainson’s and Harris’
Hawks, with Red—tailed and Marsh Hawks and Kestrels showi ng up by August.

The only common sumer shorebird is Killdeer, although Bl ack-necked Stilt
probably nests here rarely. Early fall nmigrants return by md-July, and

i ncl ude Snowy Plover (rare), Muntain Plover (uncomon), Comobn Sni pe
Long—billed Curlew (fornerly comon, now very rare), Upland, Spotted and
Solitary Sandpi pers, WIllet (uncommon), G eater and Lesser Yell ow egs,
Pectoral (unconmon), Baird s (uncomon), and Least Sandpipers, Long-billed
Dowi t chers, Western Sandpi per, Marbled Godwit, Hudsonian Godwit (three
records), Anerican Avocet, WIson' s Phal arope (sometines fromm d—June on),
and Northern Phal arope (uncomon to rare) . If the water level is low, as is
often the case by | ate August and Septenber, there may be several thousand
shorebirds here in good years. By nid-Cctober, nost have |eft.

Rarely are any larids present throughout the sunmer, although sonme may stay
until early June, and other return by m d—-3uly. Herring, Ring-billed,
Franklin’s and Bonaparte's CQulls, plus Forster’s, Least (rare), and Bl ack
Terns have all been recorded during nigration

Yel | owbi Il ed Cuckoo is very common al ong the | ake edges during the sumer,
but definite nesting has not yet been recorded. Both ni ght hawks are common,



with Lessers in the majority.

Bl ack- chi nned Hunmi ngbirds are conmon from May through m d- Septenber, and can
easily be seen at saltcedar or Acacia blossons. Belted Kingfishers, first
found in 1965, are increasing, though not yet common. Ladder—backs are the
only sumer woodpeckers, as flickers don’t arrive until Septenber.

Among flycatchers, Wstern Kingbird, Say’s Phoebe, and Scissor—tailed and
Ash—throated Flycatchers are present in sumrer, with Western Wod Pewees
sometines present until md-June. Barn Swal |l ows nest conmonly under bridges,
and Rough-wi nged and diff Swallows, though unconmon, probably nest nearby
al so. The White-necked Ravens, fornerly common, are now rare in the area.

Bell’s Vireo has been found here in recent years, and is spreading throughout
nmost of the | ower Pecos Valley. Yellowthroat and Yell owbreasted Chat are
the only warbl ers regular during the sumer.

Both Eastern and Western Meadow arks are present. The only oriole is the
Nort hern, and Red-wi nged Bl ackbirds (common nester) and Brown—headed Cowbirds
are the only other sumer icterids.

Bl ue Grosbeaks are very common on the | ake, both in mesquite and saltcedar.
Pai nt ed Bunting, though unconmon, can be found here without fail, and there
is one probable record of a fenmale Varied Bunting during early sunmer. O her
sumer finches include Lark and Cassin’s Sparrow.

Fal | begins here by md-July with the arrival of nmany shorebirds, listed
earlier. Oher fall birds, not nentioned before, include Horned (rare), Eared
and Pied—billed Gebes, Wite-faced | bis (uncommon and declining), many duck
speci es, Sharp-shi nned, Cooper’s and Ferrugi nous Hawks, Col den Eagle (very
rare), Prairie Falcon, Sandhill Crane, Sora, Broad—tailed and Rufous

Hunmi ngbirds, Western Flycatcher, dive-sided Flycatcher, Tree Swall ow, House,
Bewi ck’ s and Long—billed Marsh Wens, Anmerican Robin, Hermt Thrush, Bl ue-
gray Gnatcatcher (unconmon), Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Solitary (uncomon) and
War bl i ng (uncommon) Vireos, Orange-crowned, Yellow, Yell ow+runped (both
races) and MacG Illivray's Warblers, Yell ow headed Bl ackbirds (by ni d-August
or early Septenber), Brewer’'s Bl ackbirds, Western and Sumrmer Tanagers, Lazuli
Bunting (uncomon), Anerican Gol dfinch, Geen-tailed and Rufous-sided
Towhees, Lark Bunting, Savannah, Vesper, and Sage Sparrows, Dark-eyed and
Gray—headed Juncos, Chipping, Cay—olored, Brewer’s, Wite—erowned,
Wiite—throated, Lincoln' s, Swanp (since 1970) and Song Sparrows. Chestnut—
col lared Longspur is found in the desert surrounding the |ake,

In winter, in addition to the birds listed above, the birder may fi nd Conmon
Loon (as late as the end of May), Canada and Snow Ceese, Ri ng-necked Duck,
Hooded Merganser, and Rough-| egged Hawk.

Al'l other birds of prey listed above, except Swainson’s Hawk, are here in
winter. Wnter shorebirds include Killdeer, Commobn Snipe, Geater Yellow egs,
Least Sandpi per, and Long-billed Dow tcher (rare). Murning Doves are here in
reduced nunbers. Ring-billed Gulls are common, with a few Herring and
Bonaparte’s @ills, and one January record of molting Franklin's Qulls.

Conmon Flickers (including a few yell owshafted) are comon. Say’s Phoebe is
the only winter flycatcher recorded, although Bl ack Phoebe and Vernilion

Fl ycat cher can probably be expected. Mockingbirds and Curve—billed, Crissal,
and Sage Thrashers are unconmon, and Brown Thrashers are rare.



Anerican Robins and sonetimes Western and Muntain Bl uebirds and Townsend’s
Solitaires can be found, although the latter is sporadic. Vireos, and all
war bl ers except Yell owrunped (Audubon’s) are absent. Eastern and Wstern
Meadow ar ks, Red-w nged and Brewer’s Bl ackbirds, Geat-tailed Gackles (rare
wanderers from Artesi a?), and Brown-headed Cowbi rds can be found.

In winter, anong sparrows, expect Pyrrhuloxia (very comon), House Finch,
American and Lesser Col dfinch, Geen—tail ed, Rufous-sided and Brown (unconmon
to rare) Towhees, Lark Bunting, Vesper, Black-throated, Savannah and Sage
Sparrows, juncos, Chipping, Brewer’s, Field (rare to uncommon),

Wi t e—er owned, Wi te—throated (uncommon), Lincoln, Swanp and Song Sparrows.

The only birds recorded in the spring and not the fall are GCsprey, Eastern
Phoebe, and Violet-green and Bank Swal | ows. Sparrow variety appears lower in
spring than fall.

Al in all, Harroun Lake is a good and easily found birding area, and offers
many possibilities. Good Birding!

Steve Wést is currently working on a checklist of the birds of Eddy County.
He woul d be interested in any sightings you nmake in the county, whether or

not you consider them unusual. Please send sightings to Steve Wst, 1012 N.
Edwards, Carlsbad 88256.
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