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THE 1981 ANNUAL MEETI NG

By John P. Hubbbard

The nmeeting will be held in Al buquerque on 11-12 April 1981. The busi ness and
paper sessions will be at the University of New Mexico, Departnent of

Bi ol ogy, room nunber 139. The identification workshop will be in the bird
range portion of the Museum of Southwest Biology, in the basenent of the

bi ol ogy bui I di ng.

The schedul e of events for 11 April is as follows:
8:30 a.m-5:00 p.m Regi stration
8:30 aam-9:00 a.m Sli de show
9:00 a.m-9:30 a.m Busi ness neeting, including election of officers
9:30 a.m-9:45 a.m Br eak
9:45 a.m-12: 00 p. m Paper Session
12:00 p.m-1:30 p.m *Lunch
1:30 ppm - 5:00 p.m I dentification Wrkshop
5:00 ppm - 7:00 p.m Di nner
p. m

7:00 p.m - 8:30 Eveni ng Program
* Bring your own or eat nearby.

On 19 April 1981 there will be a bird-bandi ng denpnstrati on at Candel ari a
Farnms in Al buquerque. Details will be announced at the neeting.

The nominating conmittee of Bill Baltosser, Greg Schnitt, and Rex Wahl
proposes the foll owi ng candi dates for offices:



Pr esi dent : Charl es A. Hundert nmark

Vice President: James R Travis

Secretary: Sue Huntington

Treasurer: Ross L. Teuber

Director—at-1I arge: Kevin J. Zi mrer

Dustin Huntington and Bill Stone are also directors-at-large, and their terns

continue for another year.

FROM THE PRESI DENT:

Al t hough | have not used this space otherw se during ny tenure, | wll avai
myself of this final opportunity as ny termof office enters its |ast days.
Al though this is a “swan’s song” of sorts, | will assure you that it does not

represent the denise of anything other than a stint in an office of the
Society. My interests in birdlife of New Mexico are as abi ding and deep as

ever, and this should extend well into the future. Mreover, | amstil
prepared to serve the New Mexi co Ornithol ogical Society in whatever capacity
I can, although I still have questions about the organization’s will to

live—at least in ternms of it being in a formthat enbodies ny interests.

As you know, the Society was founded in 1962, and thus in another year it

will be twenty years old. The basic tenets of the Society were established in
t he begi nning, and they enphasi zed the docunmentati on and publication of New
Mexi co ornithology in the nost scientific nanner possible. In this endeavor,

I think that the Society has succeeded admirably, including in the issuance
of its Field Notes, Bulletins, and other publications, and in the
establ i shment of val uable archives, including bird reports, photographs,
tapes, and breedi ng records.

The accumul ati on of these data has been the product of hundreds of
cooperators, aided by a small group of dedicated officers, editors, and
associ ates. The quantity of the data is enornmous for a state with so few
people, and the quality has generally been high. The syntheses have al so
appeared in quantity and been of quality, although we constantly strive to

i mprove in both areas. The New Mexi co Ornithol ogi cal Society has reason to be
proud of all its acconplishnents, for these conpare favorably with those of
any state ornithol ogical society in the nation. The question is: can we keep
up the acconplishnments?

Conpetent synthesizers of any kind of data are marked by severa
characteristics, including patience, drive, and a burning curiosity about
their subject. In time conmes depth of understanding and know edge, but these
cannot be achi eved wi thout conscious and prol onged effort. Just as no person
can expect to play an instrunment or sport well without practice, one cannot
becone know edgeabl e wit hout study of the facts. This truth is self-evident,
and | do not nmean to insult you by pointing it out here. Nevertheless, it is
basic to nmy concern about the future of the Society. In my opinion, we may no
| onger have the dedication to produce sufficient synthesizers to do what the
Soci ety has al ways been dedicated to doing. If this is the case, then the
organi zation’s reasons for being may cease to be net.

If the New Mexico Ornithol ogical Society cannot do what it was established
for, and do it well, in ny viewit should either change or dissolve itself.
To change is perhaps a nore attractive alternative than dissolution. However,
what coul d the Society become that would be uni que and worthwhile? Wth the
proliferation of Audubon Society chapters, which did not exist in New Mexico
in 1962, any change in that direction by the New Mexi co O nithol ogi cal



Society would seemill-conceived. It is also clear that, if it cannot carry
out present goals, the Society is unlikely to succeed by becom ng nore
scientific. In ny view, there are few plausible alternatives to staying what
we now are as a society. If that is the case, and if we cannot nore
optimstically viewthe future, I would recomend dissolution--preferably in
one thrust rather than gradually. If we are going to do it, let’s get it over
wit h.

Lest | be msunderstood, let nme say that | am neither opposed to reasonable
change nor that | am bent on dissolving the New Mexi co Ornithol ogi ca
Society. | amsure that changes can be nade for the better, but
responsibility for change lies in the hands for those who would have us
change. In other words, do not tal k about change unl ess you are prepared to
carry it out. And if change is so drastic that the Society ceases to be
simlar to what it is now, then expect sone of us to go el sewhere with our
interests in birds. If neither change nor a renewal of our dedication bring
about a revitalization of the Society, then let us end things quickly and
graceful ly.

In my view, the Society’s new adm nistration will have as its mgjor chall enge
the questions of the future of New Mexico Ornithol ogical Society. If the
Society is to be revitalized, then both change and rededi cati on may be
needed. Mdre of you will have to becone involved, especially if our founding
concepts are to be carried forth into the future. Bird study, as the Society
has enbodied it, requires nore than a recreational outl ook on the subject.
This outl ook has served us well for alnobst twenty years, but whether it wll
go beyond is up to you

John P. Hubbard

LETTER TO THE EDI TOR

Dear M. Hubbar d:

You brought up two issues in the nost recent NMOS bulletin: (1) Are nmenbers
usi ng the published information? Is the effort involved worth it? and (2) The
possibility of a breeding atlas project for New Mexico. Regarding the fornmer,
| suspect that, just as one “doesn’t mss the water until the well goes dry”,
the val ue of painstakingly-conmpiled records isn’t always recognized until one
needs the data and finds it isn't there. | often find my daily bird records
tedious to keep, and an organi zation faces the sane problemon a | arger

scale; but | ama firmbeliever in long-termresearch though the rewards are
slow in comng, and the results not flashy (plus therefore not as attractive
to granting agencies). Everyone now recogni zes the inportance of being able
to mark individuals in a population in order to have as accurate a picture as
possi bl e of the biology of a species. The effort put into marking hel ps us
overcone the limtations that we face when all of the animals “l ook alike”

W' re also limted (nmost of us) by relatively inefficient menory and by the
inability to see into the future, but careful, consistent record-keeping can
hel p overcone these limtations in an anal ogous way.

O course, my own records are usel ess unless they' re accessible to others,
and that is where the inmportance of an organization like NMOS |ies. The
central and systematic organization of data is crucial to the data’ s being
wel | -used. This may sound like a “librarian nmentality”, but that should be a
positive image, since nodern librarians are as nmuch concerned with
accessibility and retrievability of information as with making sure that the
books are in order (or should be).



In the case of NMOS, | feel that the cost would have to be awfully high for
me to say that the record—keeping and publishing isnt worth the tine and
effort. I like to know that ny “isol ated” observations can contribute to the
| arger picture, and | assume that other menbers receive the sanme pleasure
fromcontributing, and | also like to know that fifteen years from now, when
I want to | ook at the past distribution of a bird in New Mexico, the
information may be there for the finding, thanks to the effort and

organi zati on of many i ndividual s.

You can probably guess that I’'min favor of an atlas project. | participated
in a simlar endeavor in Massachusetts, sponsored by Massachusetts Audubon,
and I’ malso very inpressed with the British Breeding Bird Atlas (which you
may have seen)—t is an excellent nodel. One can put any nunber of overlays
(di splaying such variables as rainfall, tenperature, plant distribution,
human popul ation, industry, et cetera) on top of the distribution for any
species, and really have an anazing picture of ecological relationships. |
can al ready envision many | ogistical problens for New Mexico: The conbination
of the large size of the state and the relatively few observers is the ngjor
one. Coverage will certainly be difficult. But because it’s a fun project to

be involved in--like a Christmas Count in slow notion--the sanme chall enges to
explore every inch of an area, to confirma previously unconfirmed species,
to add to the “list”*. It nay take |longer to conplete in New Mexico than in

the small eastern states, but | think it could be done.

Si ncerely,
M riam Axel r od

BANDI NG RESULTS AT CANDELARI A FARMS, 19791980

By C. A Hundertnark

Candel aria Farnms is an agricultural and woodl and encl ave in Al buquerque, New
Mexi co, which was recently purchased by the city for devel opnent as a nature
center. Beginning in Septenmber 1979, with the assistance of 13 volunteers, |
began bandi ng operations at this site. Operations were conducted during fall,
wi nter, and spring. We hope to continue bandi ng through the nature center
devel oprrent period and into the years of initial operation of the center.
During the first year, we banded 505 birds of 36 species (Table 1). Wile the
majority of birds banded represented expected wi nter residents and m grants,
a few unexpected encounters did arise. These included one al nost-certainly

wi nt er —+esi dent dark—ored Wite—erowned Sparrow (probably Zonotrichia

| eucophrys oriantha), a higher than expected proportion of Lincoln Sparrows,
and bot h Savannah and Vesper sparrows, at or north of their expected winter
range in the Rlo Gande Valley (see Table | for other scientific nanes).



TABLE | : Speci es Banded by Season, 1979-80

Speci es
Sep
Cct

Nov

Dec
Mar

Mour ni ng Dove (Zenai da macrour a)
Conmon (Red—shafted) Flicker (Col aptes auratus) 1
Ash-throated Fl ycatcher (Miarchus ci nerascens)
Dusky Flycatcher (Enpi donax oberhol seri)
Enpi donax (spp.)
West ern Wbod Pewee ( Contopus sordi dul us)
House Wen ( Trogl odytes aedon)
Bewi ck Wen ( Thryomanes bew ckii) 1
Anerican Robin (Turdus m gratorius) 12
Hermt Thrush ( Cat harus guttat us) 2
Bl ue—gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerul ea)
Ruby- crowned Kingl et (Regul us cal endul a) 2
Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus)
Orange-crowned Warbl er (Vermivora cel at a) 1
Yel | ow War bl er (Dendroi ca petechi a)
Yel | owrunped (Audubon) Warbl er

( Dendroi ca coronat a)
MacG I livray Warbler (Qporornis tolniei)
W1 son Warbler (W/sonia pusilla)
West ern Meadow ark (Sturnella negl ecta)
Red-wi nged Bl ackbird (Agel ai us phoeni ceus)
Northern (Bullock) Oiole (/cterus gal bul a
bul  ocki i)
West ern Tanager (Piranga | udovici ana)
Bl ack- headed G osbeak (Pheucticus 1
mel anocephal us)
Bl ue Grosbeak (Quiraca caerul ea)
Lazuli Bunting (Passerina anpena)
House Finch (Carpodacus nexi canus)
Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus)
Ruf ous- si ded Towhee (Pipilo erythrophthal nus)
Savannah Sparrow ( Passercul us sandwi chensi s)
Vesper Sparrow ( Pooecetes gram neus)
Dar k—eyed (Oregon) Junco (Junco hyenal i s) 15
Gray- headed Junco (Junco cani ceps)
Chi ppi ng Sparrow ( Spizel | a passeri na)
Brewer Sparrow (Spizella breweri)
Wi t e-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia | eucophrys)
Li ncol n Sparrow (Mel ospiza lincol nii)
Song Sparrow ( Mel ospi za nel odi a)
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Candel aria Farnms is |ocated at the western end of Candel aria Road and abuts
the Mddle Rio Gande Conservancy District drai nage ditch. W banded in two
separate wooded tracts and in tw fallow grain fields. The sout her nnpst
wooded tract is bounded on the south by Canpbell Road, on the west by a

bi keway and drai nage ditch, on the north by a tract of |and owned by the

Al buquer que Fraternal Oder of Police, and on the east by a residential area.
This tract is characterized by areas of Russian olive (El aeagnus austifolia)
woodl and with a herbaceous understory, sone stretches of cottonwood (Popul us
wi slizenii) woodland with Russian olive understory, and a nmeadow area.
Banding on this site was limted largely to the wooded areas. W spent only
two days on this site, while far nore tine was spent on the two northern
sites adjacent to Candel aria Road. The northern woodl and site was not
honogenous. It consisted of open cottonwood woodl and with sone Russian olive
understory, especially along edges, small stands or rows predom nantly of
Russi an olive, and an area dom nated by herbaceous growh

The second northern tract consisted of two fallow alfalfa fields separated by
an irrigation ditch. The ditch banks supported a heavy growth of sunflowers
(Hel i ant hus sp.) and ot her herbaceous plants. The banks al so support
scattered elm (U nus sp.) saplings. A fuller description of habitat will be
undertaken during the next year.

We banded on 33 days during a nine nonth period. Birds banded during

Sept enber and Oct ober were presuned to be largely autum mgrants, although
some (e.g. American Robin) nmay represent |ate sunmer birds and others (e.g.
Dar k—eyed Junco) are early winter arrivals. Birds banded during Novenber
represent late mgrants (e.g. Hernmit Thrush) or winter residents (Dark-eyed
Junco, White—erowned Sparrow). Birds banded during Decenber through March are
presunmed to be largely winter residents, while those banded during April and
May are largely mgrants (e.g. Dusky Flycatcher, House Wen, Bl ue-gray

Gnat catcher) or sunmer residents (e.g. American Robin, Bl ack-headed

Gr osbeak) .

Qur nmost interesting results appeared in the wi nter sparrow popul ati ons.
Those results are sumari zed bel ow.

Vesper Sparrow. W banded individuals on 26 January, 22 March, and 4 May. The
first two were alnpst certainly wintering birds, and sight observations of
this species during the winter period indicated their regular presence
through the period. Hubbard (1970 Revised check-1ist of birds cf New Mexico,
N.M On. Soc. Publ. No. 6) puts the known northern wintering limts for this
species in the RRo Gande Valley in the vicinity of Socorro. The birds we
banded were sonme 90 mles north of that limt. Photographs of all these birds
were taken by various individuals.

Wi te-crowned Sparrow. A total of 74 was bandad over the nine nonth period.
Most were of the Ganbel race (Z i.ganbelii), which has |light |ores. However,
four were dark-bred birds, presumably of the race breeding in the nontane
western United States. The latter were single birds banded as follows: 24
Cctober (adult), 3 February (immture bird nolting into adult plumage), 23
March (adult), and 4 May (adult plunage). The Ganbel subspecies is the
expected winter resident in northern and central New Mexi co, while the other
subspecies is known in the state at that season only north to the Bosque del
Apache N.WR. (Hubbard 1978, op. cit.). The 3 February bird was al nost
certainly wintering at Candelaria Farnms. It might well have been |unped with
our “subspeci es unknown” birds, had it not been in molt-—-showing the bird' s
lores coming in black. Al but the 23 March dark—tored birds were
phot ogr aphed.




One of our nost astounding birds was the 4 May dark-bred Wiite—rown. This
bird had a nmissing right foot and left hind toe. Both injuries were heal ed.
The proximal primaries and di stal secondaries of both wi ngs were severely
worn into the formof an arch, suggesting that the bird was using its w ngs
as crutches or for bal ance.

Li ncol n Sparrow. W banded seven from early Decenber through |ate March, i.e.
on 2 Decenber, 24 and 26 January, 23 February, and 15 (2) and 23 March.
Hubbard (1978, op. cit.) calls this species casual in winter north of Socorro
in the RRo Gande Valley. W saw this species in the area far less regularly
than we saw Song Sparrows, yet we banded one nore Lincoln than Song Sparrow
during the winter period. The Decenber and January occurrences of this

speci es, together with recaptures of our 24 January bird on both 23 February
and 4 April, suggest that these Birds were winter residents rather than early
m grants. The species may be nore regular and conmon in winter in the Valley
than previously believed. Four of the seven individuals were photographed.

Concl usi on

Qur first nine nonths of banding at Candel aria Farns provides a baseline for
future work. We hope to obtain additional data before the devel opnent of
nature center facilities begins. It is |ikely that such devel opnment wl|l
alter winter and m grating popul ations to sone degree. By the tine those
alterations occur, we should have a data base to make conpari sons.
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